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The victorious Melbourne Victory women visited Parliament House 
brining the title along to meet Sports Minister Hugh Delahunty 


P 02 9554 4111 F 02 9554 4115 E goal@soccercity.com.au 
418 Stoney Creek Road, Kingsgrove NSW 2208 
aa i | oo = | www.soccercity.com.au 
secre Uae PEOPLE ON THE MOVE. 


IDE 
ABELG EC 


www.kappaaustralia.com 


> Soccer Boots from Major Brands _ . . 

> Authentic Jerseys > Training Equipment & Accessories 

> Indoor & Turf Shoes > Professional Goalkeeper Products > Team Wear (custom madeloff the shelf) 
> Match & Training Balls > Supporter Merchandise > Lettering & Numbering 


GOAL! WEEKLY FRIDAY 7TH MARCH 2014 


2 The Road To Rio - Friendly International 


Cahill breaks record as ‘Roos let 3-0 lead slip 


Match Details 


Australia 3 (Cahill 8’/31’ , Jedinak 15” 
(pen) 

Ecuador 4 (Martinez 56’, Castillo 60’ 
(pen), E.Valencia 76’, Mendez 90+1’) 


The Den, London 
Wednesday 5 March 2014 
8pm kick off (7.00am AEDT) 


Australia’s head coach Ange 
Postecoglou has plenty of work 
ahead of him after watching his 
side spurn a three-goal lead to 
lose 4-3 to Ecuador. 

Mile Jedinak’s penalty and a brace 
from Tim Cahill, who, playing at 
his old Millwall stomping ground 
of The Den, broke Damian Mori’s 
record to become Australia’s all- 
time leading goal-scorer, appeared 
to put Postecoglou’s team into a 
comfortable position. 

Ecuador, though, came out after the 
break looking more like the team 
that finished fourth in CONMEBOL 
World Cup qualifying, capitalising 
on Mitchell Langerak’s red card to 
register an unlikely comeback vic- 
tory. 

Goals from Fidel Martinez, Se- 
gundo Castillo and Enner Valencia 
hauled Ecuador level at 3-3 with 
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13 minutes remaining before sub- 
stitute Edison Mendez claimed an 
injury-time winner. 

Cahill opened the scoring with 
eight minutes played. 

Mark Milligan headed Tommy 
Oar’s corner back into the danger 
zone and Cahill was on hand to 
nod it home and enter the record 
books. 

Australia were awarded a pen- 
alty in the 16th minute when Ca- 
hill went down after grappling with 
Gabriel Achilier inside the area and 
Jedinak stepped up to slot home the 


NIKE INTER JSY 
Senior from $27.94 
Junior from $25.40 


resulting spot-kick with ease. 

It was 3-0 after 32 minutes. 

A quick break near the half-way 
line allowed Mathew Leckie to ad- 
vance and swing in a cross, which 
Cahill dived to connect with and 
head past Adrian Bone in the Ec- 
uador goal. 

Seven minutes after the restart, 
Martinez prodded the ball home 
after being found in a dangerous 
area by Enner Valencia’s pass. 
Ecuador had a second less than 60 
seconds later and Australia found 
themselves down to 10 men. 
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Langerak rushed out to re and 
clear a ball into the area but Valen- 
cia got there first and the Borussia 
Dortmund goalkeeper was shown 
a straight red card after sending 
the Ecuador forward flying into 
the air. 

Castillo made it 3-2 from the pen- 
alty spot and the sides were level 
when Antonio Valencia advanced 
into the area and cut the ball back 
for namesake Enner Valencia to 
guide past Brad Jones - Australia’s 
third goalkeeper of the match after 
Mat Ryan had played the first half. 


NIKE SHORTS 
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Senior from $25.40 
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Socceroo skipper Mile Jedinak 
tries to hold off his Ecaudorian 


counterpart. 


SS Mev ET Sha HRS au 
With the clock ticking down it 
looked as if Australia would sur- 
vive to claim a draw but an error 
from Alex Wilkinson, who was 
dispossessed in a dangerous area, 
allowed substitute Mendez to net 
in the 92nd minute. 

For the Socceroos, it was a game 
of contrasting halves, Langerak’s 
dismissal consigning them to hold 
on for much of the second 45 min- 
utes. However, as Postecoglou 
stated post match, the new gen- 
eration of Socceroos would learn 
“some useful lessons of what you 
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Friendly Results 


Georgia 2-0 Liechtenstein 
Russia 2-0 Armenia 
Azerbaijan 1-0 Philippines 
Lithuania 1-1 Kazakhstan 
Bulgaria 2-1 Belarus 
Albania 2-0 Malta 

Algeria 2-0 Slovenia 
Greece 0-2 South Korea 
Hungary 1-2 Finland 
Montenegro 1-0 Ghana 
South Africa 0-5 Brazil 
Bosnia-Hercegovina 0-2 Egypt 
Czech Rep. 2-2 Norway 
Israel 1-3 Slovakia 
Andorra 0-3 Moldova 
Colombia 1-1 Tunisia 
Cyprus 0-0 Northern Ireland 
Macedonia 2-1 Latvia 
Luxembourg 0-0 Cape Verde 
Islands 

Turkey 2-1 Sweden 
Gibraltar 0-2 Estonia 
Romania 0-0 Argentina 
Ukraine 2-0 USA 

Austria 1-1 Uruguay 
Switzerland 2-2 Croatia 
Belgium 2-2 Ivory Coast 
Germany 1-0 Chile 

Poland 0-1 Scotland 

R. of Ireland 1-2 Serbia 
Wales 3-1 Iceland 
Australia 3-4 Ecuador 
England 1-0 Denmark 
France 2-0 Netherlands 
Portugal 5-1 Cameroon 
Spain 1-0 Italy 


can and can’t do”. 

The Socceroos will now look aheac 
to their farewell game against Soutt 
Africa in Sydney on May 26, thei 
final match before they head to Bra- 
zil. Tickets for the farewell match. 
presented by NAB, are currently 
on sale to members of the Footbal 
Family before going on sale to the 
general public on March 12. 
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NIKE SOCKS NIKE FOOTBALLS 
from $8.38 Size 3,4&5 
from $12.70 


Also available: GK Apparel, Tracksuits, Jackets, Polos, Bibs, Bags and much, much more! 


i 
FOOTBALL 


email: thisisfootball@live.com.au 


For a copy of the 2014 price list and order form 


please email your club details to: thisisfootball@live.com.au 
and we will have your copy sent out to you immediately. 


phone: 03 9428 3088 


Terms and conditions apply. Prices listed are based on minimum orders and are GST exclusive: 
Pricing is for apparel only — art at additional charge. Prices listed are for 2014 only — whilst stocks last 
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FFA and ME Bank 
launch Fairer Play 
Round 


ME Bank has officially launched 
the inaugural Hyundai A-League 
Fairer Play Round, which takes 
place this weekend (7-9 March 
2014) to encourage fairer play, both 
on and off the field. 


us on: 


Fairer play is about going that 
extra step to make sure everyone 
gets a fair go. It’s playing by the 
rules and in the spirit of the game. 
It’s respecting fellow players, 
referees, opponents and fans. 


Football Federation Australia 
(FFA) and the NSW Government 
announced that the Socceroos 
will meet South Africa’s National 
team, Bafana Bafana, in a World 
Cup farewell match, presented 
by NAB, in Sydney on Monday 
26 May 2014 (kick-off at 7:30pm 
AEST). 

The NSW Premier Barry O’Farrell 
confirmed that the farewell match 
will be staged at Sydney’s ANZ 
Stadium and urged football fans ev- 
erywhere to make the send-off for 
the Socceroos a memorable night. 
“The Socceroos have done this na- 
tion and NSW proud by qualifying 
for their fourth World Cup last year 
in front of 82,000 ecstatic fans who 
filled ANZ Stadium in June,” Mr 
O’Farrell said. 


“As Australia’s global tourism and 
events city, Sydney is a fitting des- 
tination to send off our national 
football team.” 

“This is another major events win 
for NSW and adds to the long list of 
events the NSW Government has 
secured for Western Sydney since 
coming to office.” 

Tickets for the match will go on 
sale to the Football Family tomor- 
row (Tuesday 4 March) from 9am. 
The public on sale commences at 
9am on Wednesday 12 March. 

FFA CEO David Gallop said that 
the match against South Africa is 
the perfect opportunity for the na- 
tion to get behind the Socceroos 
before they leave Australia for the 
biggest event in world sport. 


“The fans make a difference when- 
ever the Socceroos play and it’s 
even more of a boost before the 
team heads to Brazil,” said Gallop. 

“To have the farewell match at a 
world-class venue such as ANZ 
Stadium will provide an ideal back- 
drop for fans and players alike.” 

Gallop also announced that the 
Socceroos would hold their final 
Australian training camp on the 
Central Coast from 16-22 May 
2014, utilising Central Coast Sta- 
dium as a venue. 

“T thank Gosford City Council for 
their great support to make this 
training camp happen on the Cen- 
tral Coast,” said Gallop. 

“The facilities on the Central Coast 
are excellent and it will be a great 
opportunity for fans in the region 
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Socceroos to face South Africa in World Cup Farwell Match 


to see the Socceroos complete their 
preparations there.” 

FFA today also confirmed that the 
Socceroos will play a warm-up 
match in Brazil against Croatia on 
6 June before their opening match 
of the tournament against Chile on 
13 June. 

The 26 May match will be the 21st 
official meeting between the Soc- 
ceroos and South Africa at senior 
men’s international level, with the 
South Africans holding the advan- 
tage with 12 wins to the Socceroos 
6. The last meeting between the 
Socceroos and South Africa was in 
London on 19 August 2008 where 
they played out an entertaining 2-all 
draw. The last meetings between 
the two teams in Australia was in 
the two match “Nelson Mandela 


Match Details 


Socceroos v Sth Africa 
Monday 26 May 2014 
ANZ Stadium, 
Sydney Olympic Park, NSW 
Kick-Off: 7.30pm (AEST) 
Gates-Open: 5.30pm 


kick off (7.00am AEDT) 


Friendship Tournament” which 
was played in Adelaide and Sydney 
on 8 & 12 June 1994 respectively 
with the Socceroos winning 1-0 in 
each match. 

The match between the Soc- 
ceroos and South Africa, present- 
ed by NAB, will be broadcast live 
and exclusive on FOX SPORTS. 


Brillante named NAB Young Footballer of 
the Year Award Nominee for February 


Football Federation Australia 
(FFA) and NAB, together with 
Newcastle Jets, are proud to an- 
nounce Josh Brillante as the 
February nominee for the NAB 
Young Footballer of the Year 
Award 2013/14. 

After returning from international 
duty with the Olyroos at the AFC 
U-22 Championships in Oman, 
Brillante played 90 minutes in all 
four of the Newcastle Jets’ Hyundai 
A-League fixtures in February, do- 
ing an exceptional job in his less- 
favoured position of right fullback. 
Brillante was honoured to be nom- 
inated for the prestigious award. 
“It’s really pleasing to be nominat- 
ed for this award,” Brillante said. 

“When I came back from Oman 
my focus was to work my way back 
into the starting line-up at the Jets. 
Obviously I feel more comfortable 
playing in the midfield, but I’ve 
been pretty happy with my per- 
formances at right-back in the past 
few weeks and I’m just happy to 
be playing and contributing to the 
team. 

“We’ve had a few good results 


& 


Josh Brillante 


against the top teams in the last 
few weeks and hopefully we can 
string a few more together and 
make a push for the finals.” 

Josh Brillante is the fifth nomi- 
nee for the annual award and joins 
Trent Sainsbury (October) and 
Adam Taggart (November), Storm 
Roux (December) and Dimitri Pe- 
tratos (January). 

Storm, Trent, Adam, Dimitri and 
Josh will be joined by one other 
nominee to be in the running for 
the title of NAB Young Footballer 


of the Year Award 2013/14. 

NAB has generously donated a 
$1,500 equipment pack and $1,000 
in a NAB Community Saver Ac- 
count to Josh’s chosen junior club. 

The overall winner of the NAB 
Young Footballer of the Year 
Award 2013/14 will receive a 
$10,000 NAB personal investment 
portfolio, along with a NAB Pri- 
vate Client Manager to assist with 
a range of banking and financial 
services. 

“As a supporter of the NAB 
Young Footballer of the Year 
Award, NAB is proud to play an 
important role in identifying and 
rewarding tomorrow’s stars of the 
game. Who knows, we may even 
see some of the nominees donning 
the boots for the Socceroos in the 
future,” Mr Clarke continued. 

Each month representatives from 
the football media and the FFA 
Technical department vote on a 
3-2-1 basis for the most outstand- 
ing U-21 players in the Hyundai 
A-League during that period. 
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AFC 
ASIAN CUP 


Iraq secured a place at the 2015 
AFC Asian Cup in Australia 
thanks to a 3-1 win over China 
on Wednesday. 

China went into the Group C fix- 
ture in second place, needing only 
a draw to guarantee passage to the 
finals, but by half-time had a veri- 
table mountain to climb. 

A first-half double from Younis 
Mahmoud saw Iraq go into the 
break 2-0 up as China’s chances of 
progression to the finals were dis- 
appearing rapidly. 

Ali Adnan Kadhim made it 3-0 just 
before the hour-mark and although 
Iraq held on to a comfortable win, 
China’s 73rd-minute consolation 
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through Zhang Xizhe proved to be 
crucial as it ensured their final goal 
difference was minus one, securing 
their qualification by virtue of be- 
ing the best third-placed team. 
Group B’s Lebanon were China’s 
most dangerous threat to qualify- 
ing and looked to have made them- 
selves the best third-placed side af- 
ter thrashing hosts Thailand 5-2. 
Two goals from Hassan Maatouk 
helped Lebanon to a 5-1 lead go- 
ing into the final 15 minutes and 
that scoreline would have been 
enough to guarantee progression by 
virtue of goals scored, but Adisak 
Kraisorn’s 76th-minute consolation 
gave China the help they craved. 
Malaysia ultimately came up short 
as well in Group D, despite a 2-1 
win in Yemen to end the campaign 
on seven points, while it remained 
as you were at the top of the group 
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after leaders Bahrain drew 0-0 at 
Qatar, who follow them into the 
finals. 

Oman confirmed their place after 
topping Group A following a com- 
fortable 3-1 triumph over Singa- 
pore, while Jordan defeated Syria 
2-1. 

Vietnam notched their first win 
of the qualification phase as they 
cruised to a 3-1 victory against 
Hong Kong, but it was not enough 
to move them off the bottom of 
Group E. 

UAE go through to the finals after 
an unbeaten qualification, drawing 
1-1 on Wednesday at Uzbekistan, 
who themselves already had sec- 
ond secured. 

Saudi Arabia strengthened their 
lead at the top of Group C with a 
1-0 success against Indonesia. 


lraq, China qualify for Asia Cup 


The 15 nations to qualify for AFC 
Asian Cup Australia 2015 are Aus- 
tralia as hosts, defending cham- 
pions Japan, Korea Republic and 
2012 AFC Challenge Cup winners 
DPR Korea, along with recent 
qualifiers Bahrain, Iran, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Ara- 
bia, the United Arab Emirates, Uz- 
bekistan and finally China and Iraq 
on the last match day. 


The last spot will go to the winner 
of the AFC Challenge Cup, played 
in May. 


The 16 finalists will take part ina 
23-day festival of football in five 
cities which the Socceroos will 
kick off on January 9, 2015, in 
Melbourne, with the final set for 
Sydney’s Stadium Australia on 
January 31, 2015. 
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Brazil cruise to victory as World 
Cup nations step up preparations 


International Wrap 


Preparations for the 2014 FIFA 
World Cup stepped up a gear on 
Wednesday, with all 32 partici- 
pating nations in friendly action. 

Neymar took centre stage as his 
hat-trick helped tournament hosts 
Brazil to a comfortable 5-0 triumph 
over South Africa. 

The visitors led 2-0 at the break at 
Soccer City in Johannesburg - Os- 
car clipping past Ronwen Williams 
from Hulk’s superb pass before 
Neymar added a second with a 
driven effort on 40 minutes. 

That advantage was extended to 
three almost immediately after the 
restart as Neymar expertly lofted 
over the goalkeeper, before Fer- 
nandinho added a fourth with 11 
minutes remaining with an out- 
standing long-range strike. 

Neymar then completed his first 
international treble since Septem- 
ber 2012 when he scored a hat- 
trick against China as Brazil racked 
up their seventh straight victory. 
Reigning champions Spain got one 
over 2006 winners Italy with a 1-0 
victory at Vicente Calderon. 

The home side’s relentless second- 
half pressure finally told on 64 
minutes, as David Silva’s attempt- 
ed one-two with Andres Iniesta fell 
kindly for Pedro, who squeezed 
his shot under Gianluigi Buffon - 
although the Italy goalkeeper may 
feel that he could have done better 
in keeping the shot out. 

In another clash between two 
European heavyweights, France 
recorded their first win over the 
Netherlands since 1997 courtesy 
of goals from Karim Benzema and 
Blaise Matuidi. 

The result represents a first defeat 
in 18 matches for the Dutch. 
Argentina had a questionable dis- 
allowed goal to thank for avoiding 
defeat in a goalless draw with Ro- 
mania, and Uruguay were held 1-1 
in Austria. 

An early Mario Gotze strike was 
enough to seal a 1-0 victory for 
Germany over Chile, while Group 
G rivals Portugal produced a late 
flurry to triumph 5-1 over Cam- 
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Neymar: Hat-trick 


eroon having been tied at 1-1 at 
half-time. 

Belgium squandered a 2-0 lead 
as Ivory Coast came from behind 
to rescue a 2-2 draw, and England 
were forced to rely on a late Daniel 
Sturridge strike to get the better of 
Denmark 1-0. 

Arguably the most entertaining 
fixture of the day came in London, 
where Australia went from 3-0 up 
to 4-3 down in the space of 35 
second-half minutes against fellow 
World Cup qualifiers Ecuador. 

The fixture saw Tim Cahill net 
two goals on his former stomping 
at The Den for the Australians, 
who also had goalkeeper Mitchell 
Langerak sent off 12 minutes after 
coming on as a substitute. 

Greece fell at the final hurdle in 
their bid to go a year unbeaten as 
they succumbed to a 2-0 defeat at 
the hands of South Korea, while 
Josip Drmic and Ivica Olic grabbed 
two goals apiece as Switzerland 
and Croatia drew 2-2. 

Elsewhere, there were victories for 
Japan, Russia and Algeria against 
New Zealand, Armenia and Slo- 
venia respectively, but there were 
setbacks for Iran, Ghana, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and the United States, 
who each tasted defeat - against 
Guinea, Montenegro, Egypt and 
Ukraine. 

Ten-man Colombia missed the 
clinical finishing of Radamel Fal- 
cao as they were held to a 1-1 draw 
by Tunisia in Barcelona - with the 
South Americans seeing Luis Perea 
sent off for a second yellow card. 
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SCOREBOARD 
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Western Sydney Wanderers 0 
Newcastle Jets 2 (Jaliens 37, 
Taggart 64) 

Crowd: 12,079 @ Pirtek Stadium 
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Melbourne Heart 4 (Engelaar 8’, 
Dugandzic 15’, Williams 83’, Kewell 
86’) 


Last 5 matches Melbourne Victory 0 


1 Brisbane Roar 


3 Adelaide United 


5 Melbourne Victory 
6 Sydney 


2 Western Sydney Wanderers 21 


4 Central Coast Mariners 
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Crowd: 25,546 @ AAMI Park 
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Central Coast Mariners 2 (Kim 
Seung-Yong 26, Duke 75) 
Sydney FC 1 (Garcia 62) 
Crowd: 6,430 @ Central Coast 
Stadium 


Brisbane Roar 3 (Franjic 57, Miller 
81, Broich 85) 

Perth Glory 1 (Smeltz 90+1) 
Crowd: 10, 896 @Suncorp Stadium 


7 Wellington Phoenix 
8 Newcastle Jets 

9 Melbourne Heart 
10 Perth Glory 


Round 22 Fixture 


Fri Mar 7 Melbourne Victory v Central Coast Mariners 
Sat Mar 8 Newcastle Jets v Melbourne Heart 

Sat Mar 8 Sydney FC v West Sydney Wanderers 

Sun Mar 9 Wellington Phoenix v Perth Glory 

Sun Mar 9 Brisbane Roar v Adelaide United 


Round 23 Fixture 


Fri Mar 14 Sydney FC v Brisbane Roar 

Sat Mar 15 West Sydney v Wanderers Adelaide United 
Sat Mar 15 Central Coast Mariners v Newcastle Jets 
Sat Mar 15 Perth Glory v Melbourne Victory 

Sun Mar 16 Melbourne Heart v Wellington Phoenix 
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Venue 

AAMI Park 
Hunter Stadium 
Allianz Stadium 
Westpac Stadium 
Suncorp Stadium 


Venue 

Allianz Stadium 
Parramatta Stadium 
Bluetongue Stadium 
NIB stadium 

AAMI Park 


9 31 
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20 


AEDT 

7:30 PM 
5:30 PM 
7:30 PM 
3:00 PM 
5:00 PM 
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7:30 PM 
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7:30 PM 
6:30 PM 
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A-League Title 2013/14 
Brisbane Roar Pals) 
Adelaide United 8.00 
Wanderers 10.0 
Melbourne Victory 9.00 
Sydney FC 15.0 
Newcastle Jets 17.0 
Wellington Phoenix 15.0 
Melbourne Heart 17.0 
Mariners 10.0 
Perth Glory 34.0 


AGAINST ALL ODDS 


Adelaide United 5 

(Jeronimo 23, 62, Cirio 29, Ferreira 
59, Mabil 90+2) 

Wellington Phoenix 1 
(Cunningham 67) 

Crowd: 8596 @ Coopers Stadium 
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TOP GOAL SCORERS 


A-LEAGUE TEAM! OF THE WEEK Round 21 


Joshua Brillante 
Newcastle Jets 


Liam Reddy 
Mariners 


Jade North 
Brisbane Roar 


Massimo Murdocca Thomas Broich 


Melbourne Heart 


Michael Zullo 
Adelaide United 


Fabio Ferreira 
Adelaide United 


The plot twists keep coming in the 
A-League! First the Phoenix — who 
had seemingly overcome their 
away game issues — received a to- 
tal destruction at the hands of Ad- 
elaide United; then the Melbourne 
Heart won the Melbourne derby by 
the same four goal margin. Sydney 
FC helped the Mariners break their 
record losing streak, but the Wan- 
derers continued to stumble in their 
quest to retain the Premier’s plate, 
losing to the Jets amid a silent pro- 
test from the RBB. Thomas Broich 
led the Roar to victory over the Glo- 
ry to refocus their title charge, but 
who joins the magnificent German 
in our team of the week? 


Liam Reddy — Sydney FC 

The Mariners keeper played a bril- 
liant game against his former club 
in a close game at Bluetongue 
Stadium. Kim Seung-yong put the 
home side ahead from a well-taken 


Brisbane Roar 


set piece, but the finish was made 
easy due to a poorly set wall by Ve- 
dran Janjetvoic. Facing a Del Piero 
free-kick from the same end in the 
second half, Reddy got his wall 
correct to force the best out of ADP 
but was up to the task, making a 
world-class save to keep the Mari- 
ners in the lead at a crucial point in 
the match. 


Joshua Brillante —- Newcastle Jets 
The Jets opened the door for the 
Wanderers to retain the Premier’s 
Plate after beating Brisbane Roar 
last week but they slammed it back 
shut in a 2-0 win at Pirtek Stadium 
on Sunday. Key to this was Bril- 
lante on the right side of defence, 
with the right back nullifying any 
Wanderers threats to his keeper 
Mark Birighitti. 


Kew Jaliens 
Melbourne Heart 


Liam Miller 
Brisbane Roar 


Orlando Engelaar 
Melbourne Heart 


Jeronimo Neumann 
Adelaide United 


Jade North — Brisbane Roar 

North is often overlooked for praise 
in favour of the Roar’s much-her- 
alded attackers but he is always 
solid in the heart of defence. Tire- 
less and consistent, North brings 
an extra level of composure to the 
field and goes about his work ef- 
ficiently and would have won his 
side a clean sheet against the Glory 
if it weren’t for a blunder by his 
partner Matt Smith. 


Kew Jaliens — Newcastle Jets 

The Polish defender exhibited all 
his experience at both ends of the 
field on Sunday to lead his team to 
victory, helping his side to a clean 
sheet through an impressive dis- 
play in the heart of defence as well 
as opening the scoring at the other 
end of the field with a well-taken 
header. 


S.Huysegems Wellington 10 
A. Taggart Newcastle 10 
D. Williams Mel Heart 10 
J. Troisi Mel Victory 9 
B. Berisha Brisbane 8 
A. Del Piero Sydney 8 
J. Neumann Adelaide Utd 8 
Cirio Adelaide Utd 7 
Fabio Ferreira Adelaide Utd 7 
Guilherme Mel Victory 7 
K. Cunningham Wellington 6 
Compiled by 
Nick Amies 


Adelaide United’s dynamic duo of Jeronimo Neumann and 
Fabio Farreira were in scintilating form. Photo: ADAM BUTLER | 


Michael Zullo —Adelaide United 

The Phoenix were put to the sword 
by a rampant Adelaide United on 
Thursday night and Zullo ran riot 
down the left flank in partnership 
with Jeronimo Neumann. Con- 
stantly chargin past Tyler Boyd, 
Zullo created the numbers advan- 
tage needed for his teammate to 
run the offence, in addition to set- 
ting Neumann up for the game’s 
opening goal. 

Orlando Engelaar - Melbourne 
Heart 

The Dutchman has established him- 
self as a winning talisman after yet 
another great performance in the 
Melbourne Derby. Engelaar once 
again got himself on the scoresheet 
with a tidy finish and his defensive 
work ensured the Victory had lim- 
ited chances on the counter-attack. 


Massimo Murdocca - Melbourne 
Heart 
Murdocca’s “little and large” part- 
nership with Engelaar in the middle 
of the park has been crucial in the 


team’s form and the dimunitive 
midfielder turned in a big perfor- 
mance at AAMI Park on Satur- 
day. Tireless running was paired 
with fine distrubition as Murdocca 
helped his side control possession 
and the match. 


Liam Miller — Brisbane Roar 

The Irishman gave one of his best 
performances in recent weeks for 
the Roar, working hard to link 
up with his wide men and Besart 
Berisha. Comical circumstances 
surrounded his goal but the op- 
portunity was created through fine 
defensive pressure and was well- 
deserved for the veteran. 


Fabio Ferreira — Adelaide United 

Devastatingly effective, the Por- 
tugese winger was unplayable 
for the visiting Phoenix, charging 
down the right flank with purpose 
and delivering dangerous crosses 
throughout the match. His efforts 
yielded two assists for Jeronimo 
and Ciro, as well as a fine indi- 
vidual goal to kill the game in the 


second half. 


Thomas Broich — Brisbane Roar 
The Roar arrested their alarming 
slump with a respectable win over 
the Glory at Suncorp but it would 
not have been achieved without 
the efforts of Broich. The German 
was the leading orchestrator of his 
side’s offence and sealed the game 
with a fine curling effort from out- 
side the area. 
Jeronimo Neumann — Adelaide 
United 

The Argentine was in magnificent 
touch at Coopers Stadium, opening 
the scoring with an unbelievable 
strike from outside the area before 
following up in the second half 
with his second of the game and an 
assist to Awer Mabil. The Reds are 
looking tough to beat if Jeronimo 
and his fellow imports continue to 
play at this level. 


Photos: ADAM BUTLER 


Adelaide United 
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WELLINGTON 


abled 


Match Details 


Adelaide United 5 (Jeronimo 
23, 62, Cirio 29, Ferreira 59, 
Mabil 90+2) 

Wellington Phoenix 1 
(Cunningham 67) 

Crowd: 8596 @ Coopers 
Stadium 


Adelaide United: 1.Eugened 
Galekovic, 21.tarek Elrich, 
18.Michael Zullo, 2.Nigel 
Boogaard, 5.0sama Malik, 
22.Fabio Farreira, 9.Sergio Cirio 
(17.Awer Mabil), 14.Cameron 
Watson, 7.Jeronimo Neumann, 
8.lsaias (2.Michael Marrone), 
11.Bruce Djite (23.Jordan 
Elsey). 


Yellow cards: Malik. 
Red cards: None 


Wellington Phoenix: 1.Glen 
Moss, 3.Rece Caira (6.Josh 
Brindell-South), 5.Michael 
Boxhall, 22.Andrew Durante, 
18.Ben Sigmund, 12. Tyler 

Boyd (23.Matthew Robinson), 
9.Kenny Cunningham, 21.Carlos 
Hernandez (11.Jeremy Brockie), 
2.Manny Muscat, 17.Vince Lia, 
10.Stijn Huysegems. 


Yellow cards: Boxhall, Durante, 
Muscat. 
Red cards: Muscat 
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United pene <a Fest In Finals Charge 


Adelaide United put their Mel- 
bourne Victory woes behind 
them imminently as they dis- 
persed an in-form Wellington 
Phoenix side with a showboat 
performance and a 5-1 win, 
shooting the Reds third on the 
Hyundai A-League ladder. 

It was raining goals on a Thurs- 
day night in Adelaide. Jeronimo 
struck with a tremendous strike 
then added a second later, while 
Cirio got onto the scoresheet, as 
well as Ferreira and even Awir 
Mabil managed to paint himself in 
glory. Cunningham did hit a con- 
solation for the Phoenix but on the 
day, Adelaide were too good and 
once again proved they are a force 
to be reckoned with come finals 
time. 

Adelaide went into the tie with 
a few worries. Down but not 
beaten after last week’s loss in 


4-0 Jeronimo Neumann scores in impressive 
fashion as Glen Moss looks like he’s had enough. 


ti 


Melbourne plus an injury to their 
star man Currusca certainly asked 
questions of Gombau’s side. Boy 
did they deliver. 

From the off, Adelaide looked 
dangerous. Bruce Djite, who is 
enjoying an injury free spell in 
the first team for the first time in 
a while, caused problems early 
doors. Less than three minutes 
went past but his close range ef- 
fort was smartly pushed aside by 
Moss. 

But it proved to be a matter of 
time before the home side struck 
twice in deadly fashion. First up 
Jeronimo volleyed high into the 
corner with a quite beautiful half 
volley, then Cirio slotted home to 
double the home advantage. The 
clock hadn’t even gone past the 
half hour mark and Adelaide were 
cruising. 

The game was rescheduled to an 
unusual slot of Thursday night due 
to the city hosting the Clipsal 500. 
It’s fair to say the Phoenix never 
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started their car as United moved 
up another gear and drove out of 
sight before half time. 

Fabio Ferreira is in red hot form 
at the moment and his lightning 
pace was a lethal weapon and 
caused havoc. His efforts were 
rewarded once more just before 
the hour mark. The Portuguese 
snapped a shot past Moss into the 
top corner which all but signed 
sealed and delivered a vital win so 
early in the tie. 

Just as things couldn’t get any 
better for Adelaide, a fourth came. 
Ferreira again caused problems 
down the right and this time found 
Jeromino with a precise cross. The 
Argentinian doubled his tally for 
the day and placed the ball into the 
corner which sent Cooper’s into a 
frenzy with still half an hour on 
the clock. 

Adelaide were criticised for their 
individual defensive frailties in 
last week’s interstate derby but 
the performance seemed a rare 


3-0 Fabio Farreira scored 
an absolute scorcher to 
put the Phoenix to the 
sword. 


one as the back four looked sharp 
and professional as Hernandez and 
Huysegems didn’t get a look in all 
game. 

Cunningham did grab a conso- 
lation for the visitors. His snap 
shot from outside the box sailed 
through a crowd of players and 
somehow managed to find an 
empty corner past Galekovic. 

It got even worse for Phoenix 
moments later as Manny Muscat 
saw his second yellow of the game 
o send him for an early shower. 
Jeronimo was inches away from 
taking home the match ball but his 
hard strike bounced off the post in 
he last minute of normal time. 
United rubbed salt into the visi- 
‘ors wounds late on. Gombau sent 
on youngster Awir Mabil for a 
confident run out. The Spanish 
coach got his reward as he saw 
Mabil slide home his second goal 
against Wellington this season and 
Adelaide’s fifth on the day deep 
into stoppage time. 
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Tackles 27 
Total Shots 7 
Total Passes 265 


64.5% Possession 35.5% 


5 Corners 3 
1 Offsides 2 
20 —_‘ Fouls committed 12 


The resounding win for Adelaide 
sets up a mouth-watering trip up 
to Queensland next weekend as 
they take on table toppers Bris- 
bane Roar. The Reds will head up 
there full of confidence after they 
shocked the league and snatched 
all three points last time out. A win 
for Adelaide will see them just one 
point of second spot. 

Jeronimo 
Neumann may have stolen the 
headlines with his double brace, 
but my man of the match has to go 
again to Fabio Ferreira. His pace 
is electrifying at this point in the 
season and there is little any oppo- 
sition can do about it. His pace has 
always been evident but his assists 
and goals ratio is steadily on the 
rise which makes him almost un- 
playable at times. The ex-Chelsea 
youth deserved a goal today and 
will be looking to push his Ad- 
elaide side across the finish line in 
style as they push for a home final 
spot. 
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Cost of the free come & try class will be included in enrolment fee if the child decides fo continue on. Offer only applies if the child does: 


Australia’s #1 Non- ee Soccer Program 
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CUT THIS ADVERT OUT AND RECEIVE 
A FREE GRASSHOPPER SOCCER WATER BOTTLE 
ONCE YOU ENROL. OFFER ENDS JAN 315' 2014 
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return bock to Grasshopper Soccer for that term 


FRIDAY 7TH MARCH 2014 


Melbourne Heart 


MELBOURNE 


HEART 


i) 4 


Melbourne Victory 


ff MELBOURNE 


Y) 0 


Match Details 


Melbourne Heart FC 4 
(Engelaar 9’, Dugandzic 16’, 
Williams 83’, Kewell 86’) 
Melbourne Victory FC 0 
Attendance: 25, 546 
Referee: Strebre Delovski 


W 


Melbourne Heart: 1. Andrew 
REDMAYNE (Gk), 3. Robbie WIE- 
LART (C), 4. Orlando ENGELAAR 
(10. Harry KEWELL 817), 7. lain 
RAMSAY, 8. Massimo MUR- 
DOCCA, 13. Jonatan GERMANO 
(22. Nicholas KALMAR 60’) 15. 
David WILLIAMS, 17. Jason 
HOFFMAN, 19. Benjamin GAR- 
RUCIO, 23. Mate DUGANDZIC, 
24. Patrick KISNORBO (30. Ross 
ARCHIBALD 87’) 


Substitutes not used: 20. 
Tando VELHAPI (GK), 21. Stefan 
MAUK 

Yellow Cards: Germano 28’, 
Kisnorbo 38’, Dugandzic 45’, 
Hoffman 48’, Williams 71’ 

Red Cards: Nil 


Melbourne Victory: 20. Law- 
rence THOMAS (Gk), 3. Adama 
TRAORE, 4. Nicholas ANSELL, 
5. Mark MILLIGAN (C), 6. 

Leigh BROXHAM, 7. Guilherme 
FINKLER, 10. Archie THOMPSON 
(9. Kosta BARBAROUSES 63’), 
14. James TROIS! (11. Connor 
PAIN 63’) 21. Tomas ROGIC (22. 
Jesse MAKAROUNAS 78’), 24. 
Scott GALLOWAY, 25. Jason 
GERIA 


Substitutes not used: 1. Na- 
than COE, 16. Rashid MAHAZI 
Yellow Cards: Adama Traore 
45° 

Red Cards: Nicholas Ansell 42’ 
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Red-Hot Heart Demolish Victory In Derby 


By CHRIS HEARN 
Melbourne Heart have romped to 
a comprehensive 4-0 win against a 
10-man Victory at AAMI Park. 

Orlando Engelaar fired the hosts 

ahead before former Victory custo- 
dian Mate Dugandzic doubled their 
advantage. Nick Ansell was then 
sent off for an alleged tug of David 
Williams shirt, and the tie was ef- 
fectively dead. The Heart controlled 
the tempo with their numerical su- 
periority, and added a pair of goals 
late on, via Williams and Harry 
Kewell. 
The result lifts Heart a game clear 
off bottom, within 4 points of a fi- 
nals spot. In complete contrast to 
that, Victory’s chances of a finals 
spot now look far less likely. The 
Asian Champions League added to 
their schedule means they can not af- 
ford to be as lifeless in the A-League 
again. The complete lack of desire 
will be most worrying for those in 
the stands wearing blue. Heart set 
the tone early on, with some brutish 
fouls dished out to Tom Rogic and 
Gui Finkler and never looked back. 
Their play became less about physi- 
cality and more about picking their 
opponents apart, piece by piece. 

The big story before the game was 
the news that Lawrence Thomas 
being named in the starting line- 
up ahead of Nathan Coe. Thomas 
would be called upon to provide 
some stability as Coe’s form has 
been inconsistent this season. The 
21-year old’s last start came against 
the Brisbane Roar on October 13, 
2012. It was an occasion remem- 
bered for Ange Postecoglou’s home- 
coming, having switched clubs the 
off-season prior. Victory would lose 
5-0 that day, with Thomas at fault 
three times. 

The occasion looked to bring the 
worst out in the 21-year old then, 
and it did so now. After dropping a 
looping cross, he redeemed himself 
by catching Patrick Kisnorbo’s tame 
header. His confidence looked to be 
regained, but that would last all of 
10 seconds. 

The resulting clearance, a shanked 
attempted pass found Engelaar 40 
yards from goal. After the Dutch- 
man played a perfect pass through 
to Iain Ramsey who’s cross found 
Williams. His flicked header at the 
near post found Engelaar unmarked 
to volley into an empty net. It was a 
brilliantly timed run by the 34-year 
old who is getting better with each 
passing fixture. 

The Victory were visibly rattled 
after the shock of going behind, 
conceding more territory and allow- 
ing Heart space in wide areas, and 
it took 6 minutes for matters to get 
worse. 


Dugandzic was played down the 
right hand side by Engelaar, and 
his misdirected cross looped over 
Thomas and into the far corner. The 
goalkeepers positioning questioned, 
many claiming his starting position 
was too advanced from goal. 

With Heart now 2-0 up against their 
arch-rivals, AAMI Park has seldom 
produced such an electric atmo- 
sphere. 

Tom Rogic was swiftly denied any 
time or space to make his trademark 
jinking runs. Midfield duo Jonatan 
Germano and Massimo Murdocca 
snapped at his heels brilliantly at 
every opportunity, and the Brazil- 
bound playmakers qualities were 
rendered useless. 

In fact, too many men in blue under 
performed. Archie Thompson was 
wasteful in decent areas and Mil- 
ligan looked tired after being run 
ragged by Guangzhou Evergrande 
midweek. Pressure was growing, 
and the hole that Victory had dug 
for itself was about to get worse, as 
referee Strebre Delovski pounced, 
proverbial shovel in hand. 

Robbie Wielart’s lofted ball forced 
Ansell into a race with Williams 
that no defender wants to be in. 
As Thomas came out to collide 
with the oncoming pair, the danger 
was seemingly cleared. Referee 
Strebre Deloski had other ideas as 
he reached for his back pocket and 
produced a red card. 

Replays showed the contact was 
minimal and the decision was harsh, 
but Ansell was shown to tug at Wil- 
liams’ shirt. The defenders hearty 
protests were predictably futile, with 
the Heart were now in complete 
control with 48 minutes to play. 

The derby was now at fever pitch, 
both in the stands and on the pitch. 
Traore’s petulant kick on Williams 
saw both sides gather for an old 
fashioned derby melee. 

Delovski blew for half time and was 
escorted by Muscat down the tunnel, 
no doubt signalling the beginning of 
an inquest into the sending off. 

The Victory managers half-time talk 
would be the most crucial one to 
date, his side were well on their way 
to a crushing loss. 

Victory initially improved after the 
break, and Rogic was starting to 
find the pockets of space he thrives 
in. John v’ant Schip’s side adapted 
to Victory’s slight modifications 
to their play, and regained control 
shortly after. 

Ramsay should have made it three 
after volleying straight at Thomas 
from a Dugandzic cross. 

Nicky Kalmar was dispossessed 
soon after the Heart man entered the 
fray by Rogic, but his pass found 
James Troisi and the Atalanta-loanee 
blazed high and wide. 


Nick Ansell pleads with referee Strebre Dilovski 
but the red card gets in on the act in the Derby. 
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1-0 Orlando Engelaar draws first blood and the Heart are off to a perfect start. 


4-0 Harry Kewell does his best John Cleese 
impersonation and tries not to metion the war. 


Tel 


A minute later, Muscat then called 
upon Connor Pain and Kosta Bar- 
barouses, replacing Thompson and 
Troisi in a straight swap. 

Engelaar continued his masterclass 
of precision passing as he released 
Ramsay on a tight angle in the box. 
His strike had Thomas beaten as it 
crashed against the angle of post and 
crossbar, but a pass to the unmarked 
Dugandzic seemed a better option. 

The former Victory man would not 
have to wait long for another chance 


of his own. Williams’ cross found 
him unmarked but he blazed over, 
and then shortly after found himself 
running on goal, but Thomas saved 
smartly. 

It was truly frenetic stuff, and Vic- 
tory were taking the shape of a tired 
boxer, waiting on the ropes for that 
final knockout punch. 

After Murdocca blasted straight at 
Thomas, Dugandzic picked up the 
rebound, skipped past Traore and 
squared for Williams who made no 


etn, 


30 Tackles 21 
21 Total Shots 15 
522 Total Passes 342 
60.4% Possession 39.6% 
3 Corners 5 
1 Offsides 0 
15 Fouls committed 17 


mistake. However, the icing on the 
cake was yet to be applied. 

Kewell, who came on as a substitute 
against his former club, produced a 
trademark drive from 25 yards aftet 
Kalmar’s smart pass, compounding 
Victory’s humiliation. 

Ross Archibald was then brought 
on for his debut, replacing Kisnorbo 
in what was a perfect day for the 
Heart. Youth and experience com- 
bined superbly in a performance to 
remember for decades to come. 


Photos KAREN DOUGLAS 


Central Coast 


CenTRAl roast 
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Match Details 


Central Coast Mariners FC 2 (Kim 
26’, Duke 75’) 

Sydney FC 1 (Garcia 62’) 

Central Coast Stadium, Gosford 
Referee: Jarred Gillett 

Attendance: 6,430 


Central Coast Mariners Fe: 12. Liam 
Reddy (Gk), 3. Joshua Rose (29. Matt 
Sim 72’), 4. Marcel Seip, 5. Zachary 
Anderson, 7. John Hutchinson (C), 9. 
Mitchell Duke, 11. Nick Fitzgerald, 17. 
Anthony Caceres, 21. Mile Sterjovski, 
25. Eddy Bosnar (15. Storm Roux 
39’), 26. Kim Seung-Yong (20. Bernie 
Ibini 70’) 


Substitutes Not Used: 1. Justin 
Pasfield (Gk), 28. Glen Trlfiro 
Yellow Cards: Seip 

Red Cards: Nil 


Sydney FC: 4. Ranko Despotovic, 5. 
Matthew Jurman, 6. Nikola Petkovic, 
9. Corey Gameiro (11. Richard Garcia 
46’), 10. Alessandro Del Piero (C), 13. 
Sasa Ognenovski, 17. Terry Antonis, 
20. Vedran Janjetovic (Gk), 21. Ali 
Abbas, 24. Hagi Gligor (28. Matthew 
Thompson 76’), 34. Aaron Calver (29. 
Alex Urosevski 80’) 


Substitutes Not Used: 1. Ivan 
Necevski (Gk), 36. Themba Muata- 
Marlow 

Yellow Cards: Calver, Del Piero, Gligor 
Red Cards: Nil 
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General Farina’s Little Big Horn 


18 Tackles 

11 Total Shots 
488 Total Passes 
51.4% Possession 

2 Corners 

1 Offsides 

10 Fouls committed 


Man of the Match 


455 
48.6% 


Nick Fitzgerald (Mariners) 


By Adrian Deans 
General Custer was famously 
decimated at the Battle of Little 
Big Horn — a battle he almost 
certainly would have won had 
he used military tactics appro- 
priate for the occasion. Frank 
Farina would do well to learn 
from Custer’s errors, while he 
still has time. 

Playing a team that had been torn 
apart by transfers, beaten in their 
last four A-League games, jet- 
lagged and down on confidence 
after defeat in Korea, Sydney 
(the most expensive team ever 
assembled in Australian football) 
should have been very confident 
going into this one — like Custer 
with his modern weapons up 
against bows and arrows. 

I expected Sydney to come out 
like maniacs to put pressure on 
the wilting Mariners, but to my 
astonishment they sat back — al- 
lowing the Mariners possession 


— 


2-1 Mitchell Duke comes up with the goods and 
the Mariners get that winning feeling again 


and enough time on the ball to 
start getting their confidence 
back. 

I freely admit that my high- 

est level of coaching was only 
district Premier League but if I 
sent my team out to play like that 
there would have been mutiny by 
half time. You often hear coaches 
(or players) say: ‘We’re only fo- 
cussed on our own game etc’ but 
there comes a time when the ob- 
vious disadvantage of the other 
team has to be taken into account 
and used against them. Even the 
coach of the Under Seven Gs 
would know that. 
Not General Farina. Sit back and 
hit them on the break was the 
plan —a bit like Homer Simpson’s 
boxing plan — let the other guy hit 
you until he’s exhausted and falls 
over. 

Well, that’s not how it turned 
out. After 15 minutes or so the 
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Mariners were starting to regain 
their usual pace and patterns and 
looked far better than the side that 
had struggled in their last few out- 
ings. Phil Moss before the game 
had said the chance to spend time 
together on the trip to Seoul had 
been good for the team, despite 
the loss, and they were certainly 
looking like the Mariners of old 
(the Ancient Mariners?) by the 
time they took the lead. 

The Mariners were awarded a 
free kick on the edge of the box 
and the two new men were stand- 
ing over the wall. Most of the 
home crowd would have been 
hoping that ‘Rocket Boots’ Ed- 
die Bosnar would have a crack, 
but it was Kim Seung Jong who 
stepped forward to curl his shot 
into the top right corner. 

I’ve actually been one of Vedran 
Janjetovic’s biggest fans this sea- 
son — even referred to him as a 


_ Referee Bear 
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y, 1-0 Sydney FC keeper Vedran Janjetovic can 
= only watch as Mariners’ South Korean import 
Kim Seung-Yong curles a beauty into the net 


bolter for Brazil — but what was 
he thinking when he allowed the 
two shortest men in the Sydney 
team to stand on the outside edge 
of the wall? That was no wall Ve- 
dran...it was a red carpet! Mind 
you, he did redeem himself with 
a point blank save from Mitchell 
Duke. 

Sydney started to pressure the 
Mariners, and not long after the 
break they were level. Reddy 
parried a shot from Nikola Petk- 
ovic and Garcia managed to put 
it through the roof of the net from 
the tightest of angles. 

But as soon as Sydney scored 
they mysteriously went back 
into their shells. The Mariners 
clawed back the initiative and 
when Bernie Ibini came on with 
20-odd minutes to go they went 
up a gear and left Sydney in their 
wake. Ibini terrorised the Sydney 
left, making several chances, and 


combined with Sterjovski to set 
up Duke for the winner. 

The Mariners have a way to go 
before they can seriously make a 
dent on the finals (or even make 
them). I won’t say they looked 
solid at the back, because Syd- 
ney didn’t test them. In particular, 
they constantly turned away from 
the good options — and the dange 
there is that people stop making 
the runs when they consistently 
fail to get the ball. 

They’ ll be happy with the perfor- 
mance though, which might just 
turn out to be a turning point. 


Adrian Deans is the author of Mi 
Cleansheets and more recentl 

Straight Jacket — published b 

High Horse Books and available 
in all good book stores. www.adri- 
andeans.com 
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Second Half Surge Saves Brisbane 


Brisbane Roar 
= 


} 3 


Match Details 


Brisbane Roar 3 (Ivan Franjic 57’, 
Liam Miller 80’, Thomas Broich 85’) 
Perth Glory 1 (Shane Smeltz 
90+1’) 

Friday, 28 February 2013 

Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 
Referee: Ben Williams 

Crowd: 10,896 


Brisbane Roar: 1. Michael Theo 
(Gk), 2. Matthew Smith (C), 3. 
Shane Stefanutto, 5. Ivan Franjic, 7. 
Besart Berisha, 11. Liam Miller 13. 
Jade North, 17. Matthew Mckay (8. 
Steven Lustica 82’), 18. Luke Brat- 
tan, 22. Thomas Broich, 23. Dimiti 
Petratos (10. Henrique 88’) 


Substitutes Not Used: 15. James 
Donachie, 16 Jean Carlos Solor- 
zano, 20. Matthew Acton 

Yellow Cards: Nil 

Red Cards: Nil 


Perth Glory: 1. Daniel Vukovic (Gk), 
2. Jack Clisby, 3. Brandon O'neill, 5. 
Rostyn Griffiths, 7. Jacob Burns (C), 
8. Nebojsa Marinkovic (14. Steven 
Mcgarry 60’), 9. Shane Smeltz, 16. 
Sidnei Sciola Moraes, 17. Chris 
Harold (20. Daniel De Silva 75’), 19. 
Joshua Risdon, 36. William Gallas 


Substitutes Not Used: 10. Jamie 
Maclaren, 18. Jack Duncan (Gk), 
28. Davydas Sernas 

Yellow Cards: Nebojsa Marinkovic 
5’, Rostyn Griffiths 46’ 

Red Cards: Nil 


2-0 Besart Berisha 
can’t hide his relief 
after his wayward 
pass was finished 
off by Liam Miller. 
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By JARROD ELLIS 


Despite a poor first half Bris- 
bane Roar ultimately recorded 
a 3-1 win against Perth Glory 
at Suncorp Stadium on Friday 
night. 

The Roar’s first goal came from 
a set piece, with Ivan Franjic 
launching himself at a Thomas 
Broich cross, before a Brandon 
O’Neill slip gifted Liam Miller 
and Besart Berisha the opportu- 
nity to clumsily contrive a sec- 
ond. 

Broich then added a touch of 
genuine class to proceedings by 
curling in a delightful effort from 
long range before Perth scored a 
late consolation through Shane 
Smeltz. 

Brisbane were expected to start 
quickly out of the block but it 
was the visitor’s who had the 
first effort on goal, Sidnei show- 
ing up Ivan Franjic twice before 
forcing a near post save from 
Michael Theo. 

Sidnei had another brilliant 
chance in the 3rd minute of the 
match, breaking onto a through 
ball that caught Franjic too far 
up the pitch but the Brazilian 
gave Theo time to get out to him 
as he elected to take the shot on 
his right foot. 

Despite the two early scares 
Brisbane showed composure on 
the ball in the ensuing minutes, 
imposing themselves on Perth as 
the game was played almost en- 
tirely in the visitors half. 

Despite having almost 70% of 
possession Brisbane were find- 
ing the task of breaking down 
the Perth defence an impossible 
task, their building frustration 
personified when Luke Brattan 
attempted and skied a long range 
effort that could generously be 
described as optimistic. 

At the half Brisbane had domi- 
nated possession, play and terri- 
tory but just as in recent weeks 
had nothing to show for the sum 
of their efforts. Brisbane has 
dominated this fixture, winning 
sixteen times, a sharp contrast 
to Perth’s record of a mere five 
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1-0 Ivan Franjic is on hand and bravely heads 
home at the far post to break the deadlock. 


wins. But with only four goals 
scored in their previous five en- 
counters it’s not been one for 
the neutrals and at half time this 
game gave every impression of 
continuing that trend. 

The stalemate was finally bro- 
ken in the 67th minute. Brisbane, 
having looked incapable of find- 
ing a breakthrough in general 
play found a way through the 
Perth defence courtesy of a set 
piece, Franjic arriving at the far 
post to meet a Broich free-kick 
with his head. 

Glory Coach Kenny Lowe made 
and attack move making a double 
change just after the hour mark, 
bringing on Darvydas Sernes and 
Steven McGarry, and it almost 
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had an immediate impact. Sidnei 
found space down the left and 
whipped in a teasing cross which 
was only inches away from Mc- 
Garry in the six-yard box. 

Jack Clisby then produced a su- 
perb last ditch tackle to deny Pe- 
tratos, as the Roar looked for the 
second. Gallas was excellent at 
the back marshalling the young 
defence, but there was nothing 
he could do when the Roar added 
a second on 81 minutes. 

Brisbane’s second was one of 
the weirder goals the 10,896- 
fans at Suncorp Stadium will see 
— Miller and striker Besart Ber- 
isha combining to make the most 
of Brendan O’Neill’s defensive 
error. 
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Tackles 19 
Total Shots 8 
Total Passes 338 
Possession 34.2% 
Corners 2 
Offsides 2 
Fouls committed 16 


O’Neill looked like he was 
cramping up, and was caught 
in possession by Miller in the 
middle of the park. He fed Ber- 
isha, who in turn played a one- 
two with the Irish midfielder. It 
looked like the chance was gone, 
but Miller got a little luck with a 
deflection of Vukovic, and fired 
home from close-range. 

Broich extended the Roar’s lead 
five minutes from full time with 
a stunning strike from outside the 
area before Shane Smeltz scored 
a consolation goal for the Glory 
in injury time. 

After the match Glory striker 
Shane Smeltz was clearly disap- 
pointed with the result but still 
believes Perth still have a shot 


Blushes 
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at the finals. “It’s obviously frus- 
trating, but I thought we had a 
game plan, and it was working 
alright in the first half. But they 
are a good team and that’s why 
they are top of the table, but we 
gave them a few gifts tonight as 
well,” 

“Tt’s been a difficult week for the 
club but the players are sticking 
together, and we will go back to 
the drawing board and prepare 
for next week,” said Smeltz. 

“We do have quality in the team, 
but we have got a tough run of 
games coming up especially on 
the road, but there are plenty of 
points to play for.” Smeltz con- 
cluded. 


3-0 The Roar are back to winning ways after 
Thomas Broich put the game beyond doubt. 
Glory keeper Danny Vukovic is left to ponder in 
what ultimately turned out to be his last match 
before announcing a loan deal to Japan. 


we i ALY NV H VIARGLA 


Photos: GEORGE MARIN 


Western Sydney 


Newcastle Jets 
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Match Details 


Western Sydney Wanderers 0 
Newcastle Jets 2 (Kew Jaliens 
37’, Adam Taggart 64’) 


At Pirtek Stadium, Parramatta 
Referee: Chris Beath 
Assistants: 

Ath official: 

Crowd: 12,079 


Western Sydney Wanderers: 

1. Ante Covic (gk), 3. Adam 
D’Apuzzo,6. Jerome Polenz, 4. 
Nikolai Topor-Stanley (c), 13. 
Matthew Spiranovic, 17. Yous- 
souf Hersi (Kwabena Appiah- 
Kubi 76’), 21. Shinji Ono, 10. 
Aaron Mooy (Jason Trifiro 65’), 
19. Mark Bridge, 7. Labinot 
Haliti, (Brendan Santalab 61’), 
8. Mateo Poljak 

Substitutes not used: Jerrard 
Tyson (gk), Shannon Cole 
Yellow cards: Mark Bridge 34’, 
Matthew Spiranovic 78’ 

Red cards: Nil 


Newcastle Jets: 

1. Mark Birighitti (gk), 21. 
Samuel Gallaway, 14. Joshua 
Mitchell, 4. Kew Jaliens, 15. 
Joshua Brillante, 8. Ruben 
Zadkovich, 29. Joel Griffiths 
(James Virgili 70’), 22. Adam 
Taggart (Mitchell Oxborrow 89’), 
7. Andrew Hoole (Joe Gibbs 
80’), 6. Zenon Caravella, 9. 
Emile Heskey 

Substitutes not used: Ben Ken- 
nedy (gk), Craig Goodwin, 
Yellow cards: Joel Grifiths 19’, 
Kew Jaliens 49’, James Virgili 
82’ 

Red cards: Nil 
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anderers grounded by Jets in week of upsets 
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YY Match Stats de 


11 Tackles 17 
9 Total Shots 10 
430 Total Passes 353 
55.1% Possession 49.9% 
6 Corners 4 
4 Offsides 0 
16 Fouls committed 13 


Man of the Match 
Adam Taggart (Jets) 


By SAMAN ZIAEI 


Newcastle finally beat the Wan- 
derers for the second time in six 
encounters last Sunday, taking 
the home side down 2-0 in front 
of 12,079 stunned home and 
away fans. 

Despite only having one win from 
their last nine games, Newcastle 
came out full of confidence away 
from home. The best opportunity 
coming up in the 7th minute for 
Heskey who had a clear shot on 
goal inside the box, but putting it 
wide over the mark. 

Just moments later, opportunity 
came for Shinji Ono, whose right 
foot attempt also went way off tar- 
get to the left of the goal. 

In the 15th minute another prime 
opportunity came to Heskey inside 
the box, who once again misses the 
shot, this time just too far to the 
right. 


Eye of the Tiger Adam Taggart is con- 
gratulated by a smiling Emile Heskey 


On the other side of the park, Ru- 
ben Zadkovich charges into Aaron 
Mooy, giving the home side a free 
kick, which does not lead into any- 
thing exciting. 


The first yellow of the game came 
as Joel Griffiths held on to Mark 
Bridge as the left winger was try- 
ing to make a run. 

Youssouf Hersi was then given an 
opportunity in the 23rd minute, but 
his header just went to the left of 
the goal. 

Once again, Heskey found himself 
with a prime chance to strike on 
target in the 31st minute from just 
inside the penalty area, but Ante’s 
outstretched arm just saved it from 
going in. 

The consistent attacking effort fi- 
nally paid off for the team coming 
second last in the 37th minute. Kew 
Jaliens, completely unmarked, was 


Qec. 


2-0 Adam Taggart pulls the trigger to stun the highly fancied Wanderers. 


eat at 


able to spot the cross of Andrew 
Hoole and take his time with the 
header straight into the goal. 

A couple minutes later, the Wan- 
derers looked to bounce back, but 
captain Topor-Stanley’s header just 
went over the bar. 

The beginning of the second half 
looked to be mostly silly fouls on 
one another as the game looked to 
turn even with Aaron Mooy taking 
a shot in the 50th minute just miss- 
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ing out and Labinot Haliti taking a 
great strike a minute later, Birighitti 
this time making a stunning save. 

In the 64th minute another goal 
came against the tiresome Wander- 
ers who now looked beyond getting 
back into this game. Adam Taggart 
got his 10th of the season thanks to 
a deflection from a shot within the 
box. 

In the last quarter of the game, 
Western Sydney were barely able 


d 


to get back into it, with only one 
chance from Topor, another headet 
in the 90th minute that went ove 
the bar again. 

Newcastle can truly be proud o 
their effort while the Wanderers 
will need to prepare a lot more as 
they face Sydney FC away fror 
home in the local derby in round 2 
and travel to China to play Guizhou 
Renhe on Wednesday. 


' 1-0 Jets skipper Ruben Zadkovic congratulates Kew Jaliens on ‘ 
his well taken header to give the visitors a shock lead. 
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Victory Line Up 


1.Nathan COE (gk) 
2.Pablo CONTRERAS 
3.Adama TRAORE 
6.Leigh BROXHAM (c) 
7.Gui FINKLER 

9.Kosta BARBAROUSES 
10.Archie THOMPSON 
11.Connor PAIN 
13.Andrew NABBOUT 
14. James TROISI 
16.Rashid MAHAZI 
17.James JEGGO 
20.Lawrence THOMAS (gk) 
22.Jesse MAKAROUNAS 
24.Scott GALLOWAY 
25.Jason GERIA 
26.Jordan BROWN 
30.Dylan MURNANE 
**Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 2.Pablo CONTRERAS (returns 
from suspension), 13.Andrew 
NABBOUT, 17.James JEGGO, 

26 Jordan BROWN, 30.Dylan 
MURNANE (all promoted) 


Outs: 5.Mark MILLIGAN (inter- 
national duty — 1 week), 21.Tom 
ROGIC (international duty — 1 
week), 4.Nick ANSELL (suspend- 
ed — 1 week) 


Unavailable: 23.Adrian LEIJER 
(facial fractures) 
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bounce back 
against Coast 


There could be no better way for 
Melbourne Victory to bounce 
back from its 4-0 drumming 
by its home-town rival of Mel- 
bourne Heart then by putting in 
a roaring performance on Fri- 
day night. Whether it’s a win, 
lose or draw, it doesn’t matter: 
an energetic display is needed. 

It though, will not be easy. The 
Central Coast Mariners finally 
broke its losing streak last week- 
end after it defeated Sydney FC 
2-1. Its confidence is back and 
with the finals race going down to 
the wire, there is no doubt that this 
game will be a tight one. 

Both teams though have the lux- 
ury of a week off. And the Victory 
could sure use it. Despite Kevin 
Muscat’s assertions that the team 
would lift for its derby last week- 
end, the mid-week trip to China 
clearly took its toll on the players, 
who started the game on the back- 
foot. 

The return of Adrian Leijer has 
been tooted, but the question sur- 
rounding Muscat has been whether 
he can get his defence right or not. 
It has the A-League’s worst de- 
fence, conceding a whopping 37 
goals in only 21 games. 


be L 


The whole “we can score more 
than the opposition” mantra might 
be great and exciting from a fans 
perspective, but it won’t hold up 
come the business end of the sea- 
son. If the Victory are to make any 
sort of impact come the finals, it has 
to, fix up its defensive structure. 
The Mariners are also facing simi- 
lar defensive problems, as well 
as a lack of attacking thrust. This 
though can be attributed to the 
constant changing of personnel 
that boss Phil Moss has had to deal 
with. 

Regardless, it is sitting in a decent 
position in the finals, and its looks 
like, much like the Victory, it can 


Fri Mar 7 AAMI Park 7:30 PM 


click into gear once it gets its struc- 
ture back in order. 

Moss though might have to change 
the team around following a few 
injuries over the weekend. De- 
fender Eddy Bosnar pulled a groin 
muscle, while Josh Rose hit his 
head. Both left the field injury, but 
might return last minute. 

As for the Victory, depending on 
travel arrangements, it might miss 
two of its star men for the encoun- 
ter, with skipper Mark Milligan 
and former Mariner Tom Rogic 
on Socceroos duty in the United 
Kingdom. 

The duo play Ecuador Thursday 
morning (Australian time) and 
might miss out depending on how 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 27 
Victory 10 

Mariners 9 
Drawn 8 


Referee: Ben Williams 


Radio broadcast: 774 ABC Melbourne, 
ABC Local radio Victoria, 936 ABC 
Hobart and ABC Northern Tasmania, 
92.5 ABC Central Coast, Grandstand 
Digital, Online/Mobile phone app. 
SBS Radio 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#MVCvCCM 


quickly they can recover. 

Both the Mariners and the Victory 
should have their Kiwi stars back, in 
Storm Roux and Kosta Barbarouses 
returning from All Whites duty in 
Japan. 

There is no doubting the importance 
of this game. With the Western Syd- 
ney Wanderers losing last weekend, 
the prized second-spot is up for 
grabs (since Brisbane has all but 
won the Premiers’ Plate). The Wan- 
derers play Sydney in the derby, so 
dropped points is a possibility. 

The Victory will continue its attack- 
ing approach, while the Mariners 
will not doubt looking to counter- 
punch, considering the Victory’s 
weak defence. This has a tie written 
all over it. 


All KO times are AEDT 


CentRat Coast 


Mariners Line Up 


1.Justin PASFIELD (gk) 
3.Joshua ROSE 
4.Marcel SEIP 
5.Zachary ANDERSON 
6.Brent GRIFFITHS 
7.John HUTCHINSON (c) 
8.Nick MONTGOMERY 
9.Mitchell DUKE 
11.Nick FITZGERALD 
12.Liam REDDY (gk) 
15.Storm ROUX 
17.Anthony CACERES 
19.Matt SIMON 
20.Bernie IBINI 
21.Mile STERJOVSKI 
26.KIM Seung-yong 
28.Glen TRIFIRO 
29.Matt SIM 

*“Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 6.Brent GRIFFITHS (pro- 
moted), 8.Nick MONTOMGERY 
(promoted), 19.Matt SIMON 
(promoted) 


Outs: 25.Eddy BOSNAR (groin — 1 
week) 


Unavailable: 10.Marcos FLORES 
(knee — season), 13.Hayden 
MORTON (thigh — 1 week), 
14.Michael MCGLINCHEY (on loan 
—Vegalta Sendai), 18.Michael 
NEILL (knee — season), 23.Adam 
KWASNIK (knee — season) 


Jets Line Up 


1.Mark BIRIGHITTI (gk) 
4.Kew JALIENS 

5.Ben KANTAROVSKI 
6.Zenon CARAVELLA 
7.Andrew HOOLE 
8.Ruben ZADKOVICH (c) 
9.Emile HESKEY 
11.Craig GOODWIN 
13.Joey GIBBS 
14.Josh MITCHELL 
15.Josh BRILLANTE 
17.James VIRGILI 
21.Sam GALLAWAY 
20.Ben KENNEDY (gk) 
22.Adam TAGGART 
23.David CARNEY 
24.Mitch OXBORROW 
29.Joel GRIFFITHS 
*“Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 5.Ben KANTAROVSKI (pro- 
moted), 23.David Carney (returns 
from injury) 


Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: 2.Scott NEVILLE 
(knee injury — long term) 25.Mitch 
COOPER (knee injury — long term), 
27.Nick WARD (knee injury — one 
week) 


Heart pumping 
as they head to 


Hunter Stadium 


It was prior to Christmas the last 
time the Melbourne Heart headed 
to Hunter Stadium in the Hyun- 
dai A-League. 

The red and white men from Mel- 
bourne had not won a match outside 
of Victoria in over two years and 
this was not to change on this day. 

They left Hunter Stadium comfort- 
ably beaten after a hugely listless 
and lifeless display as Adam Tag- 
gart scored a hat-trick on the way to 
the top of the scoring charts. 

Taggart is still joint leader in the 
race for the golden boot, but outside 
of this, everything has changed. 
Heart has gone on one of the most 
amazing turnarounds you are ever 
likely to see from any sporting or- 
ganisation. 

They have registered 19 out of a 
possible 21 points in their last seven 
matches, including some sparkling 
performances away from home, 
highlighted by a 5-0 thrashing of 
Wellington Phoenix at the ‘Cake 
Tin’, a notoriously difficult stadium 
for visiting teams. 

Melbourne Victory were the last 
to feel the wrath of their cross-town 
rival in the last round, as the Heart 
pumped them 4-0 in the derby for 
what is arguably their most confi- 


dence boosting win of the season. 
They must feel confident in coming 
to Newcastle this time around as the 
Jets have really struggled for form 
on their own patch this season. 

Newcastle only has the win over 
the Heart and a victory over ladder 
leading Brisbane in torrential rain 
to show for their efforts this season 
at home. 

It is largely down to the fact that 
the Jets tend to struggle when they 
are asked to dictate the pace and the 
tempo of the match against sides 
who are willing to sit deep and ab- 
sorb pressure away from home. 
The Heart looks like another side 
that will make it difficult for the 


Jets, using the strength and pres- 
ence of players like Orlando Enge- 
laar and Patrick Gerhardt to stifle 
the Jets attack. 

Using the pace and guile of play- 
ers like Mate Dugandzic and David 
Williams on the break, they will 
look to utilise any space they can 
find in behind the Jets defence. 

The return to form of veteran Harry 
Kewell has also been crucial in sup- 
plying the Heart front men as they 
have gone on this withering run. 
Newcastle though should also come 
into this one in a confident mood, 
having defeated Western Sydney 
Wanderers last start at Pirtek Sta- 
dium. 


Sat Mar 8 Hunter Stadium 5:30 PM 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 11 
Jets 5 
Heart 4 

Drawn 2 


Referee: Adam Kersey 


Radio broadcast: 774 ABC Melbourne, 
ABC Local radio Victoria, 1233 ABC 
Newcastle (second half coverage), 
Grandstand Digital, Online/Mobile phone 
app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#NEWvMHT 


Clayton Zane will be hoping this 
is not another ‘false dawn’ for his 
men. 

After beating Brisbane at Suncorp 
stadium three weeks ago, Newcastle 
then succumbed meekly to Sydney 
FC at Hunter Stadium the following 
weekend. 

Just how the Jets back up their 
performance from last week will be 
crucial to the result this weekend as 
they attempt to halt the rise of the 
Heart up the ladder. 

Newcastle will need to be on their 
game as the Heart are simply play- 
ing marvellous football at the min- 
ute, and I for one can’t see the run 
ending any time soon. 


MELBOURNE 


HEART 


y 


1.Andrew REDMAYNE (GK) 
3.Robbie WIELAERT 
4.0rlando ENGELAAR 
6.Patrick GERHARDT 
7.lain RAMSAY 
8.Massimo MURDOCCA 
10.Harry KEWELL (c) 
13.Jonatan GERMANO 
15.David WILLIAMS 
16.Aziz BEHICH 
17.Jason HOFFMAN 
19.Benjamin GARRUCIO 
20.Tando VELAPHI (GK) 
21.Stefan MAUK 
22.Nicholas KALMAR 
23.Mate DUGANDZIC 
24.Patrick KISNORBO 
27.Luke O’DEA 

*“Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 6.Patrick GERHARDT (returns 
from suspension), 16.Aziz BEHICH 
(returns from suspension), 
27.Luke 0’DEA (promoted) 


Outs: 30.Ross ARCHIBALD (omit- 
ted) 


Unavailable: Nil 
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BRISBANE 
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sydneyfc.com/membership 


All KO times are AEDT 
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SYDNEY 
FC 


Sydney FC Line Up 


1.lvan NECEVSKI (gk) 

2. Seb RYALL 

4.Ranko DESPOTOVIC 
5.Matt JURMAN 

6.Nikola PETKOVIC 

9.Corey GAMEIRO 
10.Alessandro DEL PIERO (c) 
11.Richard GARCIA 

13.Sasa OGNENOVSKI 
17.Terry ANTONIS 

19.Nick CARLE 

20.Vedran JANJETOVIC (gk) 
22.Ali ABBAS 

24.Hagi GLIGOR 

28.Matt THOMPSON 

29.Alec UROSEVSKI 
34.Aaron CALVER 
36.Themba MUATA-MARLOW. 
**Two to be omitted** 


Ins: Seb RYALL (promoted), Nick 
CARLE (promoted) 


Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: Rhyan GRANT (knee 
— season), Pedj BOJIC (back — 
indefinite) 
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Sydney FC v West Sydney Wanderers; Sat Mar 8 Allianz Stadium 7:30 PM 


Sydney FC 3.25 Played 5 
Draw 3.50 Sydney FC 1 
wanderers 2.35 Wanderers 3 
Drawn 1 


Epic Derby 
Awaits 


It’s derby week in Sydney yet again, 
and although every clash between 
the Sky Blues and Wanderers so far 
has reached epic proportions, many 
believe this Saturday’s match is the 
most important clash yet. 

Both teams head into the derby with 
what can only be described as ‘patchy’ 
form at best, but what better way to get 
start a run of form into the finals than a 
derby victory in front of 40,000 at Al- 
lianz. 

The Wanderers have had two home 
losses on the trot for the first time since 


god only knows, while the Sky Blues 
continued their consistent inconsisten- 
cy going down to a struggling Central 
Coast team 2-1 at Bluetongue. 

It was same old story for Sydney FC 
who travelled down the Pacific High- 
way with no reward for the eighth time 
in five years. 

Unlike some of their losses this year 
however, the men from Sydney prob- 
ably didn’t deserve to go home empty 
handed, with a solid performance that 
stemmed from two wins in a row before 
last weekend. 

With that in mind, Frank Farina and his 
players should be quietly confident this 
week given their recent form, with par- 
ticular mention to Terry Antonis, who 
has made a real impact since returning 
from injury. 

They also have the advantage of playing 
at home, although if previous derby’s at 
Allianz are anything to go by, the blue 


certainly doesn’t overpower the red in 
colour, or voice for that matter. 

For the Wanderers, a second loss at 
home in five days all but killed off their 
hopes of defending their premiership, 
although Tony Popovic refused to con- 
cede defeat. 

In effect the Roar must lose at least 
three times in six games for Western 
Sydney to keep the race alive. 

Come Saturday night however, the fo- 
cus of the coaches, players and fans will 
be off the ladder and on their greatest 
rivals, despite the importance of three 
points for each team. 

Another loss and the Wanderers might 
risk losing the all important top 2 spot 
in the coming weeks, while Sydney are 
already walking the finals tight rope, 
with several in form teams snapping at 
their heals. 

It was a surprising performance by the 
Wanderers at home to the Jets on Sun- 


day, but after their mid-week match in 
the Champions League, perhaps a lack- 
luster performance was on the cards. 
Having said that it still wasn’t the West- 
ern Sydney team we’ve come to know 
and respect over the past two seasons, a 
eam that no matter what seems to pick 
up points despite frequent changes to the 
eam and the odd bad performance. 

On paper it seems an easy match to pre- 
dict; two out of form teams; one towards 
he top of the table; one under pressure 
lingering in and around the top 6. 

The Wanderers are also 2 from 2 against 
he Sky Blues this year and despite be- 
ing an away game, have never lost at 
Allianz Stadium, a fixture that’s atmo- 
sphere seems to lift the men from the 
West and elevate their performance. 

In recent times the Sky Blues have 
struggled to contain the Wanderers on 
the counter, therefore Frank will em- 
phasize this week the importance of not 
giving the ball away to the likes of Ono 


Referee: Kris Griffiths-Jones 


Radio broadcast: 702 ABC Sydney, ABC 

Local radio NSW (second half coverage), 
Grandstand Digital Online/Mobile phone 
app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#SydneyDerby 


Kiss of Death 
Sydney FC 1-2 Wanderers 


and Mooy. 

Sydney FC will also have to move the 
ball a lot faster than they have in recent 
times if they are going to break down a 
very solid Wanderers defense. 

If not, they’re going to have to rely on 
goals from the set piece, which is highly 
unlikely against Topor-Stanley and Spi- 


ranovic. 

For Popovic it will be business as usu- 
al, sitting back and allowing Sydney 
to dominate possession at times, and 
pouncing when a mistake inevitably 
comes from an often-uneasy Sydney FC 
midfield on the ball. 

Anything is possible in a derby, but I 
expect the Wanderers to make it 3 from 
3 against their bitter rivals on Saturday 
night. 
Why? 
The Wanderers have a better defense, 
and although they haven’t showed it in 
recent weeks, they’re a top quality side, 
something Sydney FC is yet to show us 
this season. 


Wand 


1.Ante COVIC (gk) 
2.Shannon COLE 
3.Adam D’APUZZO 
4.Nikolai TOPOR-STANLEY 
5.Michael BEAUCHAMP 
6.Jerome POLENZ 
8.Mateo POLJUAK 
9.Tomi JURIC 

10.Aaron MOOY 
11.Brendon SANTALAB 
14.Kwabena APPIAH 
17.Youssouf HERS! 
19.lacopo LA ROCCA 
19.Mark BRIDGE 
20.Jerrad TYSON (gk) 
21.Shinji ONO 
26.Jaushua SOTIRIO 
34.Golgol MEBRAHTU 
*“Two to be omitted** 


Line Up 


Ins: 5.Michael BEAUCHAMP 
(promoted), 9.Tomi JURIC (returns 
from injury), 19.lacopo LA ROCCA 
(promoted), 26.Jaushua SOTIRIO 
(promoted), 34.Golgol MEBRAHTU 
(injury replacement player) 


Outs: 7.Labinot HALITI (omitted), 
13.Matthew SPIRANOVIC (inter- 
national duty), 23.Jason TRIFIRO 
(omitted) 


Unavailable: 12.Tahj MINNIECON 
— ankle (indefinite) 


tame} 


WELLINGTO? 


Phoenix Line Up 


1.Glen Moss (GK) 

5.Michael Boxall 

6.Josh Brindell-South 

7, Leo Bertos 

9.Kenny Cunningham 

10.Stein Huysegems 
11.Jeremy Brockie 

12.Tyler Boyd 

15.Jason Hicks 

17.Vince Lia 

18.Ben Sigmund 

19.Hamish Watson 

20.Lewis Italiano (GK) 
21.Carlos Hernandez 
22.Andrew Durante (c) 
23.Matthew Ridenton 

24.Roy Krishna 

25.Shaun Timmins 

*Two to be omitted** 

Ins: 7.Leo Bertos (returns 
from injury), 15.Jason Hicks 
(promoted), 25.Shaun Timmins 
(promoted, injury replacement) 
Outs: 2.Manny Muscat (sus- 
pended), 3.Reece Caira (fractured 
cheekbone) 

Unavailable: 2.Manny Muscat 
(suspended), 3.Reece Caira (frac- 
tured cheekbone — 6-8 weeks), 
8.Paul Ifill (ruptured Achilles — 
season), 13.Albert Riera (groin 
injury — 6-8 weeks),16.Louis 
Fenton (shoulder — season) 


Wellington Phoenix v Perth Glory 


Season hangs 
in the balance 


Joe Gallagher 


What will be doubly frustrating 
for Wellington Phoenix coach Er- 
nie Merrick of late is that he can 
no longer fall back on misfortune 
as an explanation for his sides fail- 
ures. 

As rapidly as confidence ignited the 
Phoenix a few weeks ago, it has since 
deserted them. Twice in their last 
three games they have not just been 
beaten but beaten soundly; Thursday 
night’s 5-1 loss at Coopers Stadium 
providing the icing to a fairly bitter 
cake which has seen Wellington go 
from pretenders to contenders and 
back again in just a matter of weeks. 
What made that loss - and February’s 
5-0 home reverse at the hands of the 
resurgent Melbourne Heart - more 
disappointing is that unlike at the 
start of the campaign, they could not 
blame just a few lapses in concentra- 
tion for the defeat. 

When at the start of the season Mer- 
rick could say that the scoreboard 
didn’t tell the full story, against Ad- 
elaide and Heart, it quite fairly and 
succinctly did. 

But with all of their remaining fix- 
tures against teams alongside them 
in the table, there’s no time to dwell 
on any loss as Perth Glory make the 
gigantic trip across the continent to 
Westpac Stadium this Sunday. 
Admittedly Perth are hardly the stuff 
of nightmares for Merrick. The Glory 
fell into bottom spot after last week- 


end’s loss to Brisbane Roar, they’ve 
lost five of their last six games and 
are without a victory in nearly two 
months. 

And though they shade the season 
series against the Phoenix they face 
an upward task to upset Wellington, 
particularly with the much-bemoaned 
travel factor taken into account. 

Coach Kenny Lowe, already miss- 
ing Travis Dodd and Scott Jamieson 
for the rest of the season due to in- 
jury, has certainly had a tough few 
weeks in the job. Not only has he had 
to stave off squestions of infighting 
following a training ground scuffle 
between two senior players, he’s also 
farewelled one of the leagues most 
talented goalkeepers. 

Eccentric stopper Danny Vukovic, 
a former Phoenix himself, will play 
no part at the scene of his famous 
A-League goal after signing a five 
month loan deal in Japan. 


While Lowe battles with some fairly 
unique issues of man management, 
his opposite number has to deal with 
the more traditional squad rotation 
issues of injury, suspension and in- 
ternational duty in order to be at full 
fitness this week. 


Like Lowe, members of Merrick’s 
squad will head to Japan this week, 
but unlike Lowe they will return by 
the weekend. 
Wellington’s six All Whites will have 
made the long haul there and back 
during the week (as will have the 
Glory’s Shane Smeltz), and Merrick 
faces a bit of a selection headache to 
determine whether this group, which 
includes goalkeeper Glen Moss, cap- 
tain Andrew Durante and standout 
Ben Sigmund, will play a full part in 
Sunday’s game. 

He might have wished for a less dis- 
rupted week, with Reece Caira join- 
ing a long list of injuries and Manny 
Muscat to miss the Glory match due 


Sun Mar 9 Westpac Stadium 3:00 PM 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Phoenix 1.80 Played 22 
Draw 3.85 Phoenix 9 
Glory 4.50 Glory 8 

Drawn 5 


Referee: Jarred Gillett 


Radio broadcast: 720 ABC Perth, 
ABC Local Radio Western Australia, 
Grandstand Digital, Online/Mobile 
phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#WELVPER 


Kiss of Death 
Phoenix 2-0 Glory 


to suspension. He also confirmed 
midweek that standout midfielder 
Carlos Hernandez is under an injury 
cloud. 

One positive has been that Kenny 

Cunningham has recovered from a 
foot injury suffered in the loss to the 
Reds and could play a part against 
Perth. 
Even with his depleted squad, Mer- 
tick’s side should have the motiva- 
tion they need to make a swift return 
to the winners’ circle, though if 2014 
has proven anything it’s that picking 
a Phoenix result is no easy ask. 

It’s getting to the point for Perth 
Glory that failure to win in Welling- 
ton might provide a dagger to their 
rapidly-fading playoff chances. 

A win would lift the Phoenix right 
back into the mix to finish in the top 
four, especially with each of the sides 
above them on the ladder playing an- 
other throughout the weekend. 


Glory Line Up 


2.Jack CLISBY 
3.Brandon O’NEILL 
5.Rostyn GRIFFITHS 
7.Jacob BURNS (c) 
8.Nebojsa MARINKOVIC, 
9.Shane SMELTZ 
10.Jamie MACLAREN 
14.Steven McGARRY 
16.Sidnei SCIOLA MORAES 
17.Chris HAROLD 
18.Jack DUNCAN (gk) 
19.Josh RISDON 
20.Daniel DE SILVA 

23. Michael THWAITE 
24.Matthew DAVIES 
28.Darvydas SERNAS 
36.William GALLAS 
39.Luke RADONICH (gk) 
**Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 23.Michael THWAITE (return 
from suspension), 24.Matthew 
DAVIES (promoted), 39.Luke 
RADONICH (promoted) 


Outs: 1.Daniel VUKOVIC (loan) 
Unavailable: Travis DODD (knee 


— indefinite), Scott JAMIESON 
(Achilles — indefinite) 


The activity tracker that makes you move. 


TRACK YOUR ACTIVITY 
REACH YOUR DAILY GOAL 


FOLLOW YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS 


ON SPECIAL THIS WEEK FOR $125.00 
WWW.REFSWORLD.com 


loop 


Living gn active life has never 
een this fun and easy. 


The Polar Loop allows anyone to 
track their activity 24/7 and gives 
guidance to reach activity goals. 
Track your moves on your wrist, 
on the web and on your mobile. 


Check the Polar Flow web service and 
learn how all your small choices and daily 
habits can make a world of difference. 


FRIDAY 7TH MARCH 2014 


12 


1.Michael THEO 
2.Matthew SMITH (c) 
3.Shane STEFANUTTO 
5.lvan FRANJIC 
7.Besart BERISHA 
8.Steven LUSTICA 
10.HENRIQUE 

11.Liam MILLER 
13.Jade NORTH 
15.James DONACHIE 
16.Jean Carlos SOLORZANO 
17.Matt McKAY 
18.Luke BRATTAN 
19.Jack HINGERT 
20.Matthew ACTON (gk) 
22.Thomas BROICH 
23.Dimitri PETRATOS 
26.Corey BROWN 

**Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 19.Jack HINGERT (promot- 
ed), 26.Corey BROWN (promoted) 


Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: 25.George LAMBA- 
DARDIS (knee — season) 


f | Catch LIVE updates of all the games and action pics on Goal! Weekly’s facebook & Twitter pages S| 


Roar to Inspect 
Reds Title 


Credentials 
JARROD ELLIS. 


Forget everything that you’ve 
heard about the Sydney Derby 
being the biggest match this week- 
end. Instead look north and you’ll 
find the “Craig Foster Derby” 
taking place at Suncorp Stadium 
this Sunday. 

This most revered of matchups is 
of course Brisbane Roar against Ad- 
elaide United, an occasion sure to 
leave Australia’s foremost football 
purist salivating amidst frenzied 
cries of, “technical”, “philosophy” 
and “Barcelona”. 

Widely considered as having played 
the best football in the A-League in 
recent years Brisbane Roar has seen 
a contender arise to challenge their 
crown this season in the shape of 
Josep Gombau’s Reds. 

Adelaide suffered through the 
opening rounds of the season and it 
seemed as if the A-League’s crisis 
club was set to experience another 
miserable season as the players 
struggled to adapt to Gombau’s 
style of play. Under mounting pres- 
sure and growing scepticism in the 
wider football community the South 
Australian club turned things around 
and now sit third on the ladder hav- 
ing played some of the best football 
the A-League has seen. 

Adelaide’s surge up the table con- 


Sun Mar 9 Suncorp Stadium 5:00 PM 
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tinued last Thursday when they 
pummelled Wellington Phoenix 4-1 
in a dominant display that lasted 
from first whistle to last. 

Jeronimo Neumann inparticular 

stood out for the Reds and given 
Brisbane’s previous struggles with 
containing the Argentine should 
bode well for the visitors come Sun- 
day. 
Adelaide was victorious on their 
most recent visit to Brisbane, a 2-1 
win that was wrapped up late-on 
by substitute Jordan Elsey. In truth 
Suncorp Stadium has proven a fruit- 
ful hunting ground for United in re- 
cent times, the visitors undefeated in 
their last three trips up north. It’s not 
exactly a Newcastle Jets level hoo- 
doo but given Brisbane’s place in 
the upper echelons of the A-League 
in recent seasons it’s certainly a stat 
that suggests Adelaide know how to 
play against the Roar. 


70m a a 
a i 
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Mike Mulvey and his charges will 
need to figure out a way to overcome 
that should they wish to maintain 
control of the Premier’s Plate race. 

Brisbane have looked off-colour 
in recent weeks and could be pun- 
ished should they show the lack of 
urgency in their play that they dis- 
played in the first half against Perth 
last weekend. 

Roar ultimately came out of that 
match as 4-1 winners, Mulvey keen 
to claim that his side had played 
themselves back into form but 
second half revivals have become 
something of a necessity for the 
Roar this season in what appears 
to be an increasing habit of starting 
slowly. 

Adelaide are second only to Bris- 
bane when it comes to late goals this 
season so should the home side want 
the three points they’Il be advised to 
score first. 

Brisbane may well be without Matt 


The Odds Head-to-Head 
Played 28 
Roar 10 
Adelaide 10 
Drawn 8 


Referee: Shaun Evans 


Radio broadcast: 612 ABC 
Brisbane, ABC Local radio QLD,891 
ABC Adelaide, ABC Local Radio 
South Australia Grandstand Digital 
Brisbane & Adelaide 

Online/Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#BRIVADL 


McKay and Ivan Franjic come kick- 
off with the Roar duo involved in 
midweek duties with the national 
team. The Sunday afternoon kick- 
off gives both a chance to be back 
but whether Mulvey will choose to 
risk them in the match remains to be 
seen. 

Adelaide isn’t expected to have any 
significant absences from the play- 
ing squad and given the closeness 
of the finals race won’t be holding 
anything back come kick-off. Josep 
Gombau continues to insist his side 
aren’t competing for the Champion- 
ship but should they leave Suncorp 
Stadium victorious once more it 
will be much more difficult for the 
Spaniard to play down his side’s cre- 
dentials. 


1.Eugene GALEKOVIC (gk) (c) 
2.Michael MARRONE 
3.Nigel BOOGAARD 

4. Jon McKAIN 
5.0sama MALIK 
7.JERONIMO. 

8.ISAIAS 

9.Sergio CIRIO 
10.Marcelo CARRUSCA 
11.Bruce DJITE 
14.Cameron WATSON 
17.Awer MABIL 
18.Michael ZULLO 
20.Paul IZZO (gk) 
21.Tarek ELRICH 
22.Fabio FERREIRA 
23.Jordan ELSEY 
31.Ryan GRIFFITHS 
*Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 4.Jon McKAIN (returns from 
suspension), 10.Marcelo CARRUSCA 
(returns from injury), 31.Ryan GRIF- 
FITHS (returns from injury) 


Outs: 19.Jake BARKER-DAISH 
(omitted) 


Unavailable: 6.CASSIO (hamstring 
tendon — indefinite) 


The Westfield Matildas have 
fought back from a two goal defi- 
cit to draw 2-2 with the Nether- 
lands in their opening game of 
the Cyprus Women’s Cup at GSZ 
Larnaca. 

Second half goals from Katrina 
Gorry and Michelle Heyman with- 
in the space of five minutes brought 
the Matildas back level after the 
Dutch had taken a dominant and 
deserved 2-nil lead into the break. 

Starting as substitutes, Gorry and 
Heyman were both introduced for 
the start of the second half together 
with Laura Alleway. 

The changes had near immediate 
effect as Gorry’s clinical one touch 
finish from a Steph Catley assist in 
the 54th minute pulled one back for 
the Matildas and swayed the mo- 
mentum their way. 

Five minutes later the Matildas 
were back on level terms as Sa- 
mantha Kerr made the most of 
some time and space in midfield, 
playing a clever diagonal ball over 
the Netherlands back four finding 
Heyman, who snuck in behind and 
superbly sent a chip over the keeper 
and into the back of the net. 

Gorry had a good chance to put 
Australia ahead and bag her second 
in the 65th minute but she could not 
capitalise on the opportunity. 

In a game of contrasting halves, the 
teams were left to share the points 
as the other Group B game also 
ended all square with France and 
Scotland finishing 1-1. 

The Westfield Matildas will next 
face France on Friday 7 March 
2014. 

Kick-off is at 2.30am AEDT Sat- 


Round 22: ASK THE EXPERTS 


Victory - 11 Mariners - 2 - Draw - 2 


Santo 
Cilauro 


George 


Donikian 


Victory 
Heart 
WSW 
Phoenix 
Roar 
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Working Dog Productions 


Victory 
Heart 
Draw 
Wellie 
Draw 


is 


NSL Champ / Fox Sports 


Roger 
Sleeman 


Draw 
Heart 
Wanderers 
Draw 
Brisbane 


Reigning Tipping Champ 


Victory 
Heart 
Wanderers 
Phoenix 
Draw 


Media Mogul 


Ross 
Alatsas 


Victory 
Jets 
Sydney FC 
Wellington 
Brisbane 


GM Greek Media Group 


37 


John 
Doyle 


Victory 
Jets 
Sydney FC 
Wellington 
Brisbane 


Original Captain Socceroo 


Jets- 5 Heart-8 Draw - 2 


George 


Calombaris 


Victory 
Newcastle Jets 
West Sydney 
Phoenix 

Draw 


No.1 Victory ticket holder 


Jimmy 
Campbell 


Victory 
Heart 
Sydney 
Phoenix 
Adelaide 


Former Socceroo 


Peter 
Katholos 


Mariners 
Heart 
Wanderers 
Wellington 
Draw 


Wanderers - 8 Sydney FC - 4 Draw - 3 


Phoenix - 12 Phoenix - 0 Draw - 3 


Eddie 


30 


Le 


Krncevic 


Victory 
Heart 
Wanderers 
Phoenix 
Adelaide 


Former Socceroo 


George 
Campbell 


Draw 
Roar 


Sth Melb & NSL Legend 


44 


Steve 
Blair 


Mariners 
Draw 
Sydney 
PHoenix 
Roar 


Former Socceroo 


Roar -7 Adelaide - 2 Draw - 6 


John 43) 


Perin 


Victory 
Draw 
Wwsw 
Phoenix 
Draw 


CE 
WW Z 


World Cup ‘74 Socceroo 


Kiss Of 
Death 


Draw 
Heart 
Wanderers 
Phoenix 
Draw 


46 


GW Contributors 


urday 7 March 2014. 


ADRIAN DEANS 


A new novel by GW’s Adrian Deans 


Adrian Deans does for Sydney's leafy fringes what Irvine 


Welsh does for Edinburgh’s council estates. 


Straight Jacket is a ripsnorter of a ride through the dark 
heart of the burbs and may just be Australia’s answer to 


American Psycho. 
Kirsten Krauth, just_a_girl 


Sometimes funny, sometimes disturbing, and always 


compelling. With a super original premise 


and a one-of-a-kind protagonist, Deans’ entertaining fol- 
low up to Mr Cleansheets delivers on every level. 


Tony Wilson, Making News 


A disturbingly good read. Unnerving and darkly comic. 


Stuart Quin, Ealing Studios Australia 


Season 20° 


Have your Club photos taken this season with us 


Professional, Experienced Photographers 


Great Package's to suit everyone 


We design your backround with your club colours and logo 
Free copy of each team photos for the clubs 


Contact us at 0407 890 098 or 


live.pixel@hotmail.com 


Top Opta Facts 
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Round 22 


Gt Melbourne Victory jariney 
. 4 Mariners 


Melbourne Victory have recorded only 
one win in their last six league games 
against Central Coast Mariners (D3 
L2). 


Central Coast Mariners are without 
a win in their last four league games 
away at Melbourne Victory (D3 L1). 


James Troisi bagged a brace for Mel- 
bourne Victory in the last A-League 
meeting between these sides. 


Melbourne Victory have not kept a 
clean sheet in any of their last 11 A- 
League matches, conceding 26 goals 
in this run (2.4 per game). 


There have been 19 goals scored in 


Wellington Phoenix have only ever lost 
at home once to Perth Glory in the A- 
League (W6 D4). 


Perth Glory have mustered just seven 
goals away at Wellington Phoenix in 
the league over their 11 previous vis- 
its, they have never scored more than 
one goal in a game there. 


There have been 38 goals scored in 
the last nine A-League games involv- 
ing Wellington Phoenix — an average of 
4.2 per game. 


Melbourne Victory’s last four home 
games (seven scored, 12 conceded). 


last two A-League away games — 
they haven’t lost three away games 
in a row since September 2006 and 
the third game in that run was at 
Melbourne Victory. 


Melbourne Victory have seen just 


League this season — only Newcastle 
Jets have seen as few goalscorers. 


Melbourne Victory have scored the 
highest proportion of their goals from 


open play this season in the A-League : Heart can also set a new season re- 


(83.3%). 


Perth Glory have lost four successive 
A-League games — their worst run of 
defeats since February 2013 (five in 
a row). 


Perth Glory have scored more than 
once in just two of their last 23 A- 
League games, netting just 22 goals 
in total over this period. 


Glory have won just five points away 
from home all season in the A-League; 
the fewest in the competition. 


Perth Glory have drawn more games 


: Newcastle Jets have won four suc- 

: cessive league games at home to 

; __} Melbourne Heart. 

Central Coast Mariners have lost their: 

: Melbourne Heart have only scored 

: one goal over their last three visits to 
: Newcastle Jets. 


: Mate Dugandzic has assisted a goal 
: in each of his last three appearances 
} : for Melbourne Heart in the A-League. 
seven players score for them inthe A- : 

: Melbourne Heart are on a five game 
: winning streak in the A-League cur- 
: rently. No side have won six in a row 
: in the A-League this season. 


: cord for consecutive games unbeaten 


rr =F 4 FF 
4 
s~™ 
= «A 
0-0 this season than any other side 


(3). 


league-high 11 goals from outside the 
box in open play this season. 


League goals than Phoenix’s Carlos 
Hernandez this season (14 — six goals, 
eight assists). 


| NewcastleJets PQs 
ard Melhourne Heart hd 


in the A-League if they avoid defeat 
in this game (8 — currently seven 
unbeaten). 


Newcastle Jets have failed to score 
in nine A-League games this season; 
more often than any other side. 


Newcastle Jets have the worst points 
tally at home in the A-League this 
season (10). 


Melbourne Heart have won the most 
points in the A-League in 2014 so 
far (20). 


Adam Taggart has scored 46% of 
Newcastle’s A-League goals this 
season; a higher proportion than 


: Brisbane Roar have failed to win in 
: their last three league games at home 
: to Adelaide United (D1 L2). 

Wellington Phoenix have conceded a : 

: Adelaide United have only kept one 
: clean sheet in their last 12 A-League 
: matches against Brisbane Roar. 

No player has had a hand in more A- : 

: Besart Berisha has claimed three goals 
: in his last two appearances against 
: Adelaide United. 


: Adelaide United have now scored in 
: 10 successive A-League matches; the 


\ 


: Western Sydney Wanderers have con- 
: ceded just two goals against Sydney 
: in their five previous league meetings, 
: keeping three clean sheets. 


Just one of Sydney’s last 18 A-League 
: home games have ended in a draw 
: (W125). 


: Sydney FC have used 30 different 
: players in the A-League this season; 
: four more than any other side in the 
: league. 


: 47% of the goals that Sydney FC have 


Brisbane Roar 
V 
Adelaide United 


longest run seen in the competition 
this season. 


Brisbane Roar have conceded exactly 
one goal in each of their last six A- 
League matches. 


Adelaide have converted 17.8% of 
their shots in to goals this season in 
the A-League; a higher proportion 


Brisbane Roar have scored both the 
highest tally (12) and proportion (33%) 
of goals in the final 15 minutes of A- 


Sydney FC 
V 
‘/ West Syd Wanderer 


: Sydney are without a win in their four 
: A-League matches against Western 
: Sydney Wanderers (D1 L3). 


~ 


conceded in the A-League this season 
have come from set-piece situations; 
a higher proportion than any other 
side. 


Sydney FC have lost all nine A-League 
games that they have conceded the 
first goal in this season. 


Western Sydney Wanderers have 
scored eight goals in their last six A- 
League games, but these goals have 
been scored by seven different play- 
ers. 


Western Sydney Wanderers have al- 
lowed their opponents just 74 shots on 
target this season; an A-League low. 
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League games this season, while Ad- 
elaide have scored the next most (8). 


No side has lost more games after 
scoring the opening goal of an A- 
League games than Adelaide (3), while 
Brisbane have won a league-high five 
games after conceding the first goal. 


RAISING 
MY 


- ' OPINION 
Andre Zwan in NZ 


Carlos 


Shoulders Nix 


Unless Wellington Phoenix take 
the pressure of Carlos Harnen- 
dez as their sole playmaker ,they 
will not make the finals. It’s as 
simple as that! 

It’s all good and well to blood 
youngsters but unless they have an 
Engelaar(Melbourne Heart), they 
can forget making an impact on the 
A-League. The Nix need another 
experienced and quality midfielder 
and defender. 

They got out of the cellar but at 
this stage I can’t see them qualify 
for the play-offs. Errnie Merrick 
has done a great job as coach.He 
has introduced an attacking brand 
of football and has given youth a 
chance. 

But you can do only so much with 
the available talent. Their ambi- 
tions are on a knife-edge. Getting 
hammered by Melbourne Heart 
and Adelaide should signal a prob- 
lem. True, Heart has improved 
under the guidance of Van t’Schip 
who has benefited from the return 


of Engelaar.However,it is  dif- 
ficult to accept that Phoenix who 
beat Heart in their backyard a few 
weeks back, could get so badly 
mauled in Wellington. Add to this 
their dismal performance against 
Adelaide. 

The inconsistency is worrying.And 
it stems from the reliance on Her- 
nandez. The opposition have done 
their homework. Block Hernandez 
and you have the game won. With- 
out Hernandez’s brilliance, players 
like Kenny Cunningham and Stein 
Van Huysengems flounder like 
trout out of water. 

Hernmandez needs support. Just 
imagine Engelaar playing in the 
Phoenix midfield! 

Merrick will be banking on his 
All Whites players when they re- 
turn from Japan. Even so they will 
struggle against Perth Glory (March 
9). As it is they will be without the 


Carlos Hernandez 
= 


explosice Manny Muscat who saw 
red against Adelaide and there is 
also doubt about the availability of 
Cunningham and Reece Caira. 

One can only hope that the Nix 
fullbacks who have been badly ex- 
posed will find their form and that 
youngsters like Tyler Boyd will go 
the extra mile and assist Sigmund 
and Durante in defensive duties. 
On the local scene it looks as if 
Auckland Fe will represent New 
Zealand in the OFC champion- 
ships. The minor champions in the 
ASB Premiership. Auckland beat 
Waitakere 4-0 in the first leg of the 
semi-final and Team Wellington 
struck it lucky beating Hawke’s 
Bay United 2-1. 

Auckland are also the favourites to 
win the OFC and in so doing quali- 
fy to compete in the lucrative FIFA 
World Club Championships. 


Nth Geelong wins Diversity Cup 


By ROY HAY 


North Geelong won the Geelong 
Diversity Cup on penalty kicks 
after a one-all draw with Corio 
at Elcho Park on Friday night. 
In the match for third place, 
Geelong Rangers surprised Gee- 
long with a two-nil victory. 

North played with ten men for 
all but 40 minutes of the 120 after 
Michael Boyar was sent off by ref- 
eree Oleg Grygorian for his second 
bookable offence. Up to that point 
the match had been very even and 
open with some tough challenges 
by both sides and some very close 
calls at both ends. Boyar and Mi- 
chael Anderson both had touches 
in the Corio goalmouth before 
keeper Alex Kitanovski grasped 
the ball right on his goal-line, with 
assistant referee Steven Kolar 
perfectly positioned to make the 
decision. Vedran Stojanovic had 
a header which narrowly cleared 
the cross-bar and shot over from 
another through ball. 

Ten minutes into the second half 
the big striker made amends with 
a bullet-like strike into the top cor- 
ner to give Corio the lead, which 
they held till the 75th minute. The 
referee spotted an infringement 
in the box and Matt Townley ab- 


Michael Anderson leads the 
North Geelong celebrations 


solutely buried the penalty kick. 
The rest of normal and extra time 
produced lots of incident and many 
near things but no more goals so 
the destination of the trophy had to 
be settled in a penalty shoot-out. 
North went first and Townley re- 
peated his pile driver from the 
spot. Steve Luczo hit the top of 
the cross-bar with his kick, and 
Tony Saric scored for North. Sto- 
janovic scored clinically, but when 
North’s Reha Kurul also put his 
penalty away and Adrian Cervinski 
missed for Corio, James Duvcevski 
stepped up to apply the coup de 
grace. 

In the match for third place Mathew 
Sesay hit the post in the 27th min- 
ute as Geelong threatened to run 
over Rangers, but the rebound was 


a BP 

quickly transferred to the other end 
where Panagiotis Vasileiou gave 
Rangers the lead. In the second 
half, former Geelong midfielder 
Matias Gorisito settled matters by 
scoring against his old club. 
There was some consolation for 
Geelong which won the fair play 
trophy. Michael Anderson, skipper 
of North Geelong, was top scorer 
and best player, leading his troops 
in the celebration which concluded 
the well-attended tournament. Ben 
Houston of Lara won the Peter 
Stamatovski trophy. For North, a 
much tougher challenge awaits in 
the new Victorian Premier League, 
while Corio has put together a 
squad under Robbie Noggler which 
could give State League Two a real 
shake this season. 
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16 HotShots | Round 21 Photos: KEITH EIGELAND , ADAM BUTLER, KAREN DOUGLAS 


TWEETS OF THE WEEK 4 | 


But at least one thing never 
changes; defending champions 
The Central Coast Mariners are 
still packing in the crowds. 


i brittany | (@_brittaanylee! 
Mar 1 

10 minutes to kick off. The yel- 
low army out in full force... [Ili 
pic.twitter.com/0PbyQ9pQg5 


Compiled by Roy Skillen 


The football season is fast drawing to a close 
with the A-League looking more unpredictable 
every week. The once shambles of a team known 
as Melbourne Heart suddenly look unbeatable. 


LA LIGA 
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Serie A Premier League 
Else where in the footballing world the fight 


for league title and to be top dog for a year is 
heating up. 


Archie Thompson has become a new age hippy. 


Archie Thompson (@10Archiel Mar 2 

As much as last night hurts, everyday brings new 
opportunities to improve and be better! pic.twitter. 
com/3AIRxtJOMT 


RISE UP 


START FRESH 
SEE THE BRIGHT 


With unbelievable football on show fans are show- 
ing their colours in more and more elaborate ways. 
Manchester City supporters have brought out their 
own designer sunglasses. 


101 Great Goals 1@101greatgoals! Mar 1 

Man City fans order sunglasses with rear-view 
mirrors so they can do the Poznan! [Picture] http:// 
www.101greatgoals.com/blog/manchester-city- 
fans-order-sunglasses-with-rear-view-mirrors-so- 
they-can-do-the-poznan-picture/ ... ... pic.twitter. 
com/UCFbi1ISYH9 


Josep Gombau as gone from foot- 
balling genius to this ........... 


© 
Josep Gombau 


Forrest Gombau 


~~ 


@ to be out done the Juventus posse decided 
} that decorating their car was the only way to 


WINNER OF 6 B-LEAGUE AWARDS : 
5 show their love for the club. 


INCLUDING 


#GombauWow 


Sam Mac & Jules i@thebleaguel Nov 2 
via old mate @Dougiejam “life is like a box of san 
churros” #GombauWow 


GOALS THIS SEASON 


Back to a footballing genius. 


It’s a funny old game that’s for sure, but it 

never used to be that way. When | were a lad 
it was jumpers for goal posts and these were 
the only rules we had to worry about. 


|. The fattest one is always the goalkeeper. 
2. The person who's balllitiis decides who plays. 


3. Penalties are only awarded if, sinjured player 


4. The match only endsiw eae iced. 


f 


EVERTON 
SOUTHAMPTON - 


And Manchester Utd’s prawn sandwich eating crew have 

taken up squatting rights in the local church hope that 

divine intervention will swap them Danny Welbeck and 

Wayne Rooney for Liverpool’s Daniel Sturridge and Luis 

/ Suarez. 

et: | i World Soccer Talk (@worldsoccertalkl Mar 2 

9. Getting a football Stuck unde a‘ca Manchester United have only scored one more goal this 

most stressful parffofilife. rc season than Suarez and Sturridge combined. #MUFC 
he ball gets: pissed off, 


10, When the ownero #LFC pic.twitter.com/OpSkSIZLkz 
it's game over. 


We can’t end this weeks tweets without saying congratulations to the new Socceroo captain Mile Jedinak. 
Well done son | hope the boys can help you to some World Cup points in June, from everybody at GW. 


goes wins’ we 
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Lights, camera, action! The scene 


outside the Oscars this week. 


Was #EraseRacism round 
timed to coincide with the suc- 
cess of 12 Years a Slave at the 
Oscars? Did anyone at the FFA 
come out and condemn David 
Hill? 

Barcelona Joe has the Reds 
looking quite impressive at the mo- 
ment, I don’t think any goalkeeper 
parent’s can question the results 
now. Adelaide United were the first 
to turn their season around after a 
rocky patch early on, but now Mel- 
bourne Heart are starting to get in 
on that act. 

The Manchester City takeover, 
the return of John van ‘t Schip and 
the recovery from a broken leg by 
Orlando Engelaar have all been 
credited with the revival, which 
continued with a Derby demolition 
of Melbourne Victory. 

The decision of referee Strbre 
Delovski to send off Nick Ansell 
was, as they say, a little controver- 
sial. He got the rough end of the 
stick, with the end with the feath- 
er duster on it brushing Adama 
Traore. Traore was lucky on two 
occasions not to be booked before 
he got a generous yellow for his 
cheeky flick at the balls of David 
Williams as he pretended to be go- 
ing for the match ball. 

Mark Bosnich is sick of goal- 
keepers and defenders not clearing 


the ball in certain situations and in- 
stead playing themselves into trou- 
ble, I get that. When he talks about 
the section of the media that has 
fostered playing from the back at 
all costs, I wonder could he not just 
text his views to Craig directly? At 
least his mood improved when he 
was able to use the term “cross- 
cum-shot” in relation to Mate Du- 
gandzic’s goal. 

I’m supposing that the Victory 
fans who booed Harry Kewell like 
a pantomime villain did so because 
they knew he was destined to score 
against them once he got on? After 
the send-off, that was always going 
to be part of the script. 

The Mariners defeated Sydney 
FC. This means we can get more of 
the Farina Out fan protest montage 
of Fox Sports programming next 
week. 

Perth Glory are the new bas- 
ketcase of the league. Nepotism 
allegations, coach sacking, training 
ground fights, social media fights, 
sudden player departures and ru- 
mours about the owner wanting 
out again. This is all long after the 
departure of Ljubo Milicevic, who 
they thought was the bad egg. 

Back to the Oscars for a minute, 
it was disappointing to see that not 
one winner, who all like to associ- 
ate themselves with a noble cause, 
failed to acknowledge the plight of 
active fans in the A-League dur- 
ing their acceptance speech. Slav- 
ery, AIDS, gay rights and looming 
wars still get all the attention on the 
world stage, and I’d like to go on 
record as saying that it just ain’t 
right. 
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i rvs HLA 


Hopefully some of the recipient: 
of the technical awards that don’ 
get broadcast, the pyrotechnic ge- 
nius-types who surely appreciate 
the great flare work of the RBB. 
can have a word with their acto 
colleagues and organise a prope! 
campaign for next year. Come or 
Cate, you’ve made enough speech- 
es, just rip a flare on stage next yea 
FOR AUSTRALIA! 


SEPARATED 
AT BIRTH 


Socceroo Mark Bresciano and and 


ex-Live singer Ed Kowalczyk are at 
their best when playing on the big 
stage in front of adoring fans. 
Seen any uncanny doppelgangers 
lately? 
Let us know on our facebook page 
and you could win a prize. 
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Brandon Galgano 


Premier League 
clubs in _ full 
swing as the big 
kick-off looms 


There’s not long left now, just 
two weeks before the first ever 
National Premier League match 
between South Melbourne FC 
and Heidelberg United kicks off 
at Olympic Village. With so much 
interest into how the new format 
of Victorian Football will go, it is 
only fair we keep you up to date 
with the latest news coming of Vic- 
toria’s biggest clubs. 

Here are a few of the major talking 
points leading into round one: 
League or Cup? 

With the newly launched FFA cup 
having been announced over the 
past few weeks the question has 
been asked as to what the clubs 
will place higher importance on 
coming into the new campaign, a 
solid league season with the chance 
of qualifying for the national finals 
or a cup run which (if a side makes 
the semi’s) means qualification for 
the national last 32 stage which 


could see state league sides take on 
the A-league big boys. 

The other incentive with a cup 

tun is the simple fact that it will be 
broadcasted to a live, national tele- 
vision audience which can only be 
positive for state league clubs who 
have previously never had that kind 
of exposure before. Most signifi- 
cantly though it is the simple fact 
that if an A-League side was to visit 
a State League outfit it would most 
definitely mean a huge increase in 
gate receipts with the view of even 
securing an added fan base for the 
regular season. 
It certainly makes for an interesting 
scenario which only adds to the ex- 
citement surrounding the upcoming 
2014 season. 


Visevic signs 
with Knights 


Melbourne Knights have pulled 
of a coup, recruiting former Aus- 
tralian youth international Daniel 
Visevic for the upcoming season. 
Visevic was a member of Ange 
Postecoglou’s U17 Australian Jo- 
eys team where he was touted as a 
future A-League proposition. Most 
Recently Visevic was a member of 
the Port Melbourne side who nar- 
rowly missed out on a spot in the 
2013 Victorian Premier League fi- 
nals series and the striker is confi- 
dent that things can only get better 
in 2014. 
“[’m pretty excited.” Visevic said. 
“T had a good season last year and 


I’m pretty keen to do well again this 
year and push for top spot.” 

“It’s a Croatian club and I’m a 
Croatian boy with a Croatian fam- 
ily. ’ve played here before many 
years ago, so it’s good to be coming 
back.” 

“I just want to do well with the 
team and hopefully win the thing!” 
Visevic joins fellow new signings 
Rodrigo Covarrubias and Ante Ko- 
vacic for Knights 2014 campaign. 


Nakic and Kearney 
add to Thunder fire 


power 
Dandenong Thunder have added 
to their already strong NPL squad 
with the signings of Former Mel- 
bourne Knights and Melbourne 
Victory youth midfielder Jake 
Nakic as well as former South 
Melbourne hard man Alan Kear- 
ney for the 2014 season. 

Nakic, who was formerly the skip- 
per of the Melbourne Victory Youth 
side adds creative flair and techni- 
cal quality to a side who lacked a 
clinical edge during the 2013 sea- 
son with the former Knights man 
delighted to have joined the former 
VPL champions. 

“T can’t wait to get started, I’ve 
joined one of the powerhouse clubs 
in Victoria who have been one of 
the most successful clubs in the 
VPL over the past few years. Dan- 
denong is a club with passionate 
support and I look forward to play- 
ing in front of the fans and I hope 


Alan Kearney jaa 


we can push for success.” 

Alan Kearney joins on from South 
Melbourne where he spent last sea- 
son mostly on the sidelines through 
injury although he did play a part 
in Hellas late charge to the prelimi- 
nary finals even replacing skipper 
Brad Norton at left back late on in 
the campaign. 

The former Everton man is now 
focusing on having an injury free 
season under the guidance of his 
former coach Dean Hennessey who 
appointed him as Vice-Captain at 
Southern Stars when they worked 
together back in 2012. 

“Tm really excited to be joining the 
club ahead of the new NPL season. 
Its great to once again work with 
Deano (Hennessey) who I spent a 


Daniel Visevic 


few years with at Southern Stars.” 
“T got injured early in the season last 
year which impacted in me missing 
a fair few games, so I would like to 
have an injury free season this year 
and contribute to the team and hope 
we can finish as high as we can and 
there’s no reason we can’t finish in 
the top 5 even though there is no 
finals this season. 


SMFC add 
Mullet to 
defensive stocks 


South Melbourne have added 
yet another big name to their side 
this season with former champi- 


Photos: ANITA MILAS 


onship winning centre back An- 
drew Mullet agreeing to re-joir 
former coach Chris Taylor dowr 
at Lakeside Stadium. 

Mullet, who joined Oakleigh hal: 
way through last season, was 4 
key member of the 2012 Dande- 
nong Thunder treble winning outfit 
where he started in almost every 
match before being cruelly sent 
off in the preliminary final robbing 
him of the chance to play in the de- 
cider against Oakleigh. 

SMFC director Nick Maikousis 
was clearly delighted in the clubs 
ability to sign yet another big name 
and emphasised the importance o: 
Mullets experience in the nationa 
youth league last season. 

“Andrew joins what is a strong 
squad for the upcoming inaugural 
NPL season. He benefited greatly 
from participating in the Foxte 
National Youth League, and we are 
looking forward to seeing Andrew 
on the park with his defensive 
skills”. 

Mullet joins an already impres. 
sive list of off season recruits fot 
Hellas which includes 2013 VPL 
top scorer Milos Lujic along witt 
championship winning midfielder 
Michael Eager and former Victory 
youth skipper Matthew Theodore. 


By Brandon Galgano (@bgal. 
gano94) 


Full NPL season preview 
and 2014 fixtures in next 
week’s Goal! Weekly. 


Palmos: “exciting new era of 
football” at Box Hill United 


Club 


) Spotlight 


i 
Andrew Bishara 


Box Hill United president 
believes club will pros- 
per under the new NPL 

leagues and curriculum. 


Box Hill United is set for an 
exciting new era of football 
under the National Premier 
League, according to president 
Alex Palmos. 

The club will have its men’s team 
join the newly formed second-tier 
NPL | division and believes that 
despite the negativity surrounding 
the new league, it will be prosper 
with the new standards. 

“The NPL clubs will have to 
improve their own level of 
professionalism, and maintain 
the minimum standards set by the 
FFY,” said Palmos. 

“Via the introduction of a Direc- 
tor Of Coaching, increasing our 
medical and fitness staff and re- 
cruiting the best possible coaches, 
Box Hill United looks set for an 
exciting new era of Football.” 

The introduction of the NPL in 
Victoria was a battle for Football 
Federation Victoria with most 
Premier League clubs unhappy 
with the costly demands. 

However, Palmos believes that 
the new national wide competi- 
tion will enhance the quality of 
Victorian clubs thanks to its focus 
on development. 

“The introduction of the NPL will 
definitely give Victorian Soccer, 
and Australian soccer, the boost it 
so needs,” said Palmos. 

“With the increased level and 
competence required for coaches 
amongst the NPL teams, the 


www.goalweekly.com 


education and development the 
boys will get will further enhance 
each boys dream to play in the 
A-League and hopefully for the 
Socceroos.” 

Palmos has said that while the 
transition from the Victorian Pre- 
mier League to the NPL involved 
an “onerous amount of paper- 
work”, the desired structure of new 
league “almost exactly mirrors 
what we at Box Hill had already”. 
When questioned about how the 
club’s senior men’s team will per- 
form in the new division, Palmos 
said that the team’s togetherness, 
thanks to the experienced coaching 
staff, will see that the title is in 
reach. 

“If we remain free from injuries 
we will win the title. I have no 
doubt about that,” 

“They [senior men’s team] have 
got a fantastic head coach in 
Arthur [Georgiou] who has got the 
boys playing the most attractive 
football in the state, as well as two 
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Pythagoras players celebrate a goal during last year’s campaign and hope 
for more of the same to come in the new NPL. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 
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excellent assistants in Greg [Kas- 
savas] and Daryl [Roberts],” 

“The bulk of the playing group 
have played together for a few 
years now and they have a real 
special bond and mateship going,” 

“We have the best coaches in 
place to devise a game plan week 
by week to beat any opposition, 
and with the quality of our men, 
they can execute it to perfection.” 
As for the women’s team, who 
has been champions in the three of 
the past five seasons, the president 
believes that despite the changes to 
the squad and a new coach, there 
is no reason why it can’t be a chal- 
lenger again. 

“The Senior Women will in my 
opinion have a very good year. 
They have a new coach in Mat- 
thew Shaw and we are excited to 
have him on board,” 

“The squad is very different to last 
year, with a few of the experienced 
women either taking a year off or 
moving on to other clubs,” 


“Opportunity now beckons to the 
quality young players we have at 
Box Hill. They now have the op- 
portunity to play consistent senior 
football, and I am sure they will 
blossom. 

“Tf they listen to their coach and 
consistently apply themselves, I 
see no reason why they can’t make 
finals this year.” 

As for the Box Hill’s future, mar- 
keting the club in the NPL will be 
the key objective to keep evolving. 

“With 2014 being the first year 
of the NPL model, our aim is to 
consolidate and strengthen our 
position in the NPL over the next 
few years,” 

“We must get our brand “Box Hill 
United” out to as many people and 
businesses as possible and increase 
the public awareness of who and 
what we are,” 

“We must continue to build and 
maintain our sponsorship partners 
this year and beyond.” 


Box Hill Ambition 
Sees Muir Return to 
NPL 


By Andrew Bishara 


Box Hill United’s new technical 
director has said the club’s ambi- 
tion in the newly formed Victo- 
rian National Premier League is 
what made him join them. 

After seven years, James Muir has 
returned with the aim of helping 
Box Hill United reach the pinnacle 
of the Victorian football. 

Muir, who worked both for the 
Fiji FA and Football NSW, has said 
that being involved in the NPL 
with Box Hill was the reason for 
his return. 

“Starting in November, the plan 
was always to be involved with 
NPL or prepare for NPL,” said 
Muir. 

“Box Hill United had a desire to 
compete at the top and with an 
attractive playing style consistent 
across all teams at the club, men’s, 
women’s and juniors, and is one 
of the main reasons why I was 
attracted to the club.” 

The former assistant to the Fijian 
technical director has said that the 
club will be developing a system 
that follows the much-acclaimed 
European approach, where all 
teams from youngsters to seniors 
are taught to play the same brand 
of football. 

“[We want] to take it further and 
be identified as a club for playing 
attractive football, as well as a 
club that provides opportunities for 
young players and coaches. 

“We will be monitoring all 
teams through the season with 
video analysis at both training and 
games, and using that to improve 
the quality of sessions and making 
sure we are on track in terms of 
getting all the teams playing the 
same style of play.” 

Muir continued to say that all 
coaches at the club were well 
aware that upon recruitment that 
they will have to follow Box Hill’s 


“style of play and philosophy” 

in order for the club to grow its 

own brand. 

The former regional coaching 
and development manager for 
Football NSW also stated that 
the club had invested heavily to 
improve its standards, citing the 
introduction of “video analysts, 
sports psychologists, strength and 
conditioning coaches, physio- 
therapists and other sports science 
staff”. 

Muir has said that the changes at 
the club doesn’t mean expectations 
for both the men’s and women’s 
teams for the upcoming season 
will be lowered. 

“The expectation for the Men’s 
team is promotion to NPL, that is 
a target that was set by the players 
together with the coaching staff 
with the full support of the club 
behind them,” 

“The Box Hill Women’s team will 
always be competing at the top 
and should continue to do so this 
season.” 

The introduction of the NPL raises 
the bar for the standards of Victo- 
rian football, which was something 
that was desperately needed, ac- 
cording to Muir. 

“Tt is what was needed for Victo- 
rian football,” 

“There were too many clubs try- 
ing to compete at the same level 
with each other for players, coach- 
es, sponsors and other resources. 
Football needs a pyramid with the 
cream rising to the top. 

“Tt is very competitive now with 
the announcement of NPL in terms 
of the amount of quality players 
and coaches. At certain times it 
was like a circus watching and 
hearing what other clubs, coaches 
etc. would say,” 

“{But] In 12 months time it will be 
interesting to see where everyone 
is.” 
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Westfield W-League Grand Final 


How sweet it is for Goad 


By Katie Lambeski 


Not many would have expected 
her to have much of a role pre- 
season, let alone a starting spot 
in a Grand Final, but 16-year-old 
Beattie Goad did just that and 
has been a story of Melbourne 
Victory Women’s season. 

Having been part of Victoria’s 
Emerging Athletes Program team 
in the Women’s Premier League 
and standing out under David Ed- 
mondson’s watchful eye, Goad was 
plucked from obscurity to play a 
big part of this W-League season. 

It wasn’t in her plans, but that 
changed very quickly. 

“This season, I’d just thought I’d 
be a train-on player and to learn 
from the other girls. But then I got 
a little bit of game time and a taste 
of what is was like and I didn’t 
look back. I took every opportunity 
Dave gave me and gave it every- 
thing.” 

Edmondson has been present in 
Goad’s career so far, and his influ- 
ence on her seems to have done her 
wonders. 

“Dave has been so great to have 
as coach, he’s had me through so 
many up and downs, and always 
been there for advice and sup- 
port. I’m really grateful he’s given 
me the opportunity to play in this 
Grand Final.” 

“Definitely sad to see him go, but 
I’m sure he’ll do great things over 
there and I wish him luck.” 

The sky is the limit for the teenag- 
er, and she knows what she wants. 


Sweet Sixteen: Grand Final winner Beattie Goad enjoys the spoils 
of sucess with her many fans and admirers. Photos: ANITA MILAS 


“I’ve a lot of dreams and goals, 
I would like to be picked for the 
under-20s Australian team, then 
Matildas and obviously go to a 
World Cup or Olympics, that’d be 
the ultimate dream.” 

Goad has been able to train among 
some big name players, and she 
realizes the influence the likes of 
Lisa De Vanna and Jess Fishlock 
have had. 


“TI feel so privileged, I have been 
getting such great advice and sup- 
port. They really lift me up and I 
don’t think I'd be here playing if it 
wasn’t for them. They’ve given me 
the support, given me the advice at 
training, to put my head up and not 
look down. I’m so grateful to play 
alongside them.” 

Alongside the star-studded squad, 
Goad could tell the drive and deter- 


mination was there. 

“Right from the start, Dave said 
that we wanted to be here and win- 
ning a Grand Final. | think if you 
write down a goal, put it on paper, 
it’s more likely to happen. So we 
all knew we really wanted to get 
here and so we did.” 

Edmondson spoke of his players 
playing the match, not the occa- 
sion. Goad believed the same, and 


treated the big match as just an- 
other game. 

“Yeah definitely, I thought it was 
just another game, I had all this 
homework so I was focusing on 
that, and a few tests throughout the 
week. Doing all the normal stuff, I 
came to training, it was just anoth- 
er week, it really was just another 
game. 
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KENNEDY TO LOSE HIS LOCKS 
FOR BREAST CANCER 

The Hunter Ports Newcastle Jets 
are proud to show their support for 
one of the Club’s longest serving 
players Ben Kennedy, as he raises 
funds and awareness for breast 
cancer this week. 

Ben’s mother Karen, is currently 
receiving treatment for a breast 
cancer recurrence, giving the Jets 
shot-stopper a first hand under- 
standing of the very real impact this 
disease has on so many families in 
the community and how important 
detection, treatment, support and 
awareness of this disease is. 

The Jets have partnered with 
Hunter Breast Cancer Foundation 
(HBCF) to arrange a week of fund- 
raising and promotional activities, 
culminating in a ‘Pink Day for BK’ 
when the Newcastle Jets take on 
Melbourne Heart at Hunter Stadium 
on Saturday, March 8. 

Kennedy himself will be adopting 
a new look as he parts with his 
infamous long locks in support of 
his mother, while Jets midfielder 
Josh Brillante will be clean shaven 
for the first time in over 12 months 
as Kennedy’s teammates also rally 
behind the cause. 

The Newcastle Jets have pro- 
duced a specially designed pink 
t-shirt to raise funds for HBCF, 
which will be on-sale at Saturday’s 
clash with Melbourne Heart for $25. 
For every pink t-shirt purchased, $5 
will be donated to the HBCF. 

Both the Jets and Melbourne Heart 
players will wear the pink t-shirts as 
they make their way onto the field 
prior to kick-off in the match, while 
the Jets players will also wear pink 
laces during the fixture. 

Jets Members and supporters 
unable to get to the game can make 
donations online to the HBCF via 
their website, www.hbcf.org.au. 


Edmondson completes 
chapter on a winning note 


By Katie Lambeski 


A proud and humble David Ed- 
mondson fronted the media post- 
match, reflecting on the triumph 
and what lies ahead for Mel- 
bourne Victory Women. 

“It’s a great feeling to have won 
and that first game of the season 
(a 5-1 loss to Sydney) makes it 
even better. We’ve put in a lot of 
work since that first game. Hard 
work wins you games of football 
and they’ve worked hard this year, 
we’ve trained four/five nights a 
week and didn’t have any time 
off in Christmas and New Year. 
They’ve put the work and with 
hard work, you get the results. To- 
day they got it in the best way at 
home with a win, its fantastic.” 
Edmondson was full of praise for 
Lauren Barnes, the Seattle Reign 
midfielder on a guest stint that took 
the W-League by storm in no time. 
Edmondson was hard to point to a 
better goal than hers. 

“Not many, to be honest, no. It was 
a fantastic strike, she’s got a beau- 
‘iful left foot and a few set-pieces 
she put in today were exceptional. 


She’s a quality player, to step up 
and do that in a final is fantastic, it 
was worthy of winning a final.” 
Despite a busy week that had 
plenty of media attention, Ed- 
mondson was keen for his players 
to keep it as normal as possible. 
“They’ve just got down, trained in 
the week. Before the game, there 
was no excitement it about being a 
final, there was the normal excite- 
ment of playing, they are a fan- 
tastic group of girls and they love 
what they do.” 

The club’s spirt and work ethic 
was strong over the year, from ev- 
ery player, making it hard for Ed- 
mondson to leave players out. 

“That was a horrible thing to do, 
on Friday and Saturday, to let those 
players down. All 23, 24 players 
we’ve had in total this season de- 
served to be here today.” 

Despite leaving the local women’s 
game to try his hand at coaching at 
Bristol in English Women’s Soccer 
League, Edmondson is confident 
this team can dominate in the years 
ahead. 

“These girls can go dominate 
women’s football for a good spell 
of time, you look at most of them 


and they’re 17,18. There’s a great 
future for Victorian women’s foot- 
ball.” 

Edmondson even pointed to a 
couple of the club’s stars head- 
ing overseas, emphasizing what 
it means for them and Melbourne 
Victory Women. 

“I’m proud of them. Steph is mas- 
sively impressive and her job as 
captain, player and just her quality 
every single training session, ev- 
ery game is just fantastic. To have 
the opportunity to head overseas 
is going to be great for her, and it 
just shows her commitment to her 
future. I think Caity’s done the 
same, she’s thought “if I want to 
get better, then I have to challenge 
myself”. It won’t be easy, they’ve 
got to go live overseas and they 
don’t have the same support net- 
works. But its great for them and it 
will only help this team when they 
come back at the end of this year.” 
Edmondson paid tribute to stars in 
Jess Fishlock and Lisa de Vanna, 
and reiterated the bright future for 
Victorian women’s football. 

“They have a massive effect in the 
week . They show a level of profes- 
sionalism, they show the local girls 
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David Edmondson earns a winning embrace from 
FFV CEO Mitchell Murphy after Melbourne Victory’s 
W-league Grand Final sucess. Photos: ANITA MILAS 


what it means to be a professional 
footballer. It’s massive they’re 
here. Whether they come back 
next year or not, there’s plenty of 
other players to draw from. It’d 
be great to keep all of these play- 
ers but its just as important to keep 
your Emma Checkers, Bri Daveys 
as well as your international stars. 
If they can keep this group togeth- 


er, that’d be fantastic.” 
Edmondson has now left to coach 
in England, and despite it being 
hard to leave, was looking forward 
to his next challenge. 

“Yes, of course, it’s a whole new 
challenge. The hardest thing is 
leaving on a day like this, in this 
beautiful weather. But there’s a 
great bunch of players at Bristol, I 


was there a couple weeks ago for a 
week’s training, there’s some real 
quality players there and they’ve 
the same sort of attitude these 
girls have got. This is the end of 
one chapter and the beginning of 
another. Hopefully it can be as suc- 
cessful as this one.” 
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20 V-League 


V-league finishes on a high 


Men’s NIKE V-League 


With the title done and dusted 
and relegation decided Round 
21 was a complete dead rubber 
with sides merely trying to find 
form going into the end of sea- 
son FOz Cup. 

To kick things off 2nd placed Fitz- 
roy took on an in form Hume side 
and in a surprisingly heated con- 
test nothing could split the 2 after 
46 minutes as the two shared the 
points in a very entertaining 3-3 
draw. 

Next up newly crowned cham- 
pions Vic Vipers took on relega- 
tion threatened Mickleham and 
although struggling in patches the 
Vipers came out on top with an 8-5 
victory to close out their champi- 
onship winnning season in style. 
Having sealed an FAFL Cup spot 

Pascoe Vale were expected to hu- 
miliate Albert Park but this was 
not the case as Albert Park keeper 
George Paschalidis made an unbe- 
lievable number of saves to hold 
the score to 8-1 in the end Pascoe 
their season on a high while the 
league says a very cold goodbye 
to the boys from the park. 
The final game of the season pitted 
Metropolitan against ever improv- 
ing Ashburton and if not for the 
brilliance of Ernie Simsek Ash- 
burton would have won the game 
to, A stunning 4 goal performance 
from Simsek gave Metropolitan a 
confidence boosting win heading 
into the FOz Cup. 

Another season in the history 
books the Vipers grabbed their 3rd 
NIKE V-League Premiership title, 
As for Fitzroy and Pascoe Vale 
they took out the other 2 remaining 
FAFL Cup spots where they will 
get the chance to compete against 
Australia’s best. What a season it 
was and we cant wait for the next 
one to get underway. 


Futsal 0z Scoreboard 


PEPSI Women’s V-League 
Results 


Melboume Uni FC 2-2 Ashburton FC 
EFA Eagles 0-7 FC Richmond 
Heidelberg FC 0-4 Pascoe Vale FC 
Fitzroy FC 3-1 Vic Vipers FC 


NIKE Men’s V-League 
Results 


Fitzroy FC 8-7 Metropolitan FO 
Pascoe Vale FC 7-2 Ashburton FC 
Fitzroy FC 3-3 Hume FC 

Vic Vipers FC 8-5 Mickleham FC 
Albert Park FC 1-8 Pascoe Vale FC 
Ashburton FC 3-6 Metropolitan FC 


Top Goal Scorers 


Women’s 

1. Marcela Marques - Melb Uni - 38 
2. Dani Gudelj - Fitzroy FC - 18 

3. Letizia Sammut - Melb Uni FC - 15 
A. Niki Cook - Melbourne Uni FC - 15 
5. Ili Jakab - Pascoe Vale FC - 13 


Women’s PEPSI WPL 

To kick off round 20 we witnessed 
a severely understrength ladder 
leading Melbourne Uni take on 
Ashburton. 

Without the influence of most of 
their starters in top scorer Marcela 
Marques, Letizia Sammut, Niki 
Cook and Francis Land it looked as 
if it could be a long night for Uni. 
But Priscilla Ribas stood tall when 
her side needed her and they man- 
aged to scrape out an entertaining 
3-3 draw which will all but end 
their title dreams with Richmond 
and Pascoe coming home like a 
house on fire. After seeing Mel- 
bourne falter Richmond stood tall 
and really sent out an ominous 
warning as they thrashed in form 
EFA Eagles 7-0, 

Leader Melinda Aloisio was the 
star bagging a brace and leading 
her side to a comfortable win. Af- 
ter seeing Richmond move into 
top spot Pascoe Vale desperately 
needed the points against bottom 
placed Heidelberg and they man- 
aged to take home all 3 but it was 
far from comfortable as a stubborn 
Heidelberg defence only conceded 
4 times to one of the most deadly 
attacks in the league but none the 
less it keeps the black and white in 
touch with Richmond. 

To close out what looked a big 
night on the title Fitzroy kept their 
slim hopes of an FAFL cup place in 
check as they disposed of the Vic 
Vipers 3-1 Claudia Fruscalzo was 
back in a big way as she bagged all 
3 of Fitzroy’s goals. The title is now 
far from done with 3 sides clearly 
in the running Richmond sit top on 
43 points with 3 games left to play, 
Melbourne Uni sit in second on 
42 with 2 games left to play while 
Fitzroy in 3rd sit on 38 points with 
just 1 game remaining ruling them 
out of the title race, 

Finally last season’s winner Pascoe 
Vale are just in with a chance as 


Next Round 

Womens - 7th March 

7:30PM Ashburton FC v Pascoe Vale 
8:15PM EFA Eagles Heidelberg FC 
9:00PM FC Richmond Fitzroy FC 
9:45PM Vic Vipers FC v Mell Uni FC 


Mens - Friday 7th of March 

7:30pm - Ashburton FC vs Pascoe Vale 
8:15pm - EFA Eagles vs Heidelberg FC 
9:00pm - FC Richmond vs Fitzroy FC 
9:45pm - Vic Vipers FC vs Melbourne 
Uni FC 


Mens 

1. Ricardo Castro - Ashburton FC - 42 
2. Juso Julardzija - Metro FC - 37 

3. Ernie Simsek - Metro FC - 36 

4. Sofiane Soufi - Pascoe Vale FC - 29 
5. Jason Barrientos - Vic Vipers - 28 


Compiled by Jimmy Soufis 


MEAGUE BUN ele BES 


they have 37 points with 4 games 
remaining which makes for an in- 
teresting finish to the season. 


Pascoe Vale captain Andre ™ 
Caro had a stand out game for 
his side claiming a double. 


Metropolitan’s man of the 


match, Ernie Simsek, who was — 


, virtually unstoppable is pictured 
on his way to converting his 
fourth goal of the game. 
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The Vipers’ top scorer for the 
season, Jason Barrientos is 
Closely marked by Mickle- 
ham’s Miroslav Lunt (R) but 
that didn’t stop the Viper 
from claiming four majors. 


1 Vic Vipers FC 


yi 


NIKE V-LEAGUE Premiership 


FUTSAL ®z The Futbol Town Show every Tuesday 6.30pm on C31 & C44Digital 


the ate 
+ ag 4 


WZ 


P WLBODF A GD Pts 
2118 300132 72+6054 


2 Fitzroy FC 2115 402145 80+65 47 
8Pascoe ValeFC 2114 502125 60+65 44 
4 MetropolitanFC 2112 6 03156 105 +51 39 
5 Hume FC 2171004105 84 +21 25 
6 Ashburton FC 21 712 02108107 +123 
7 Mickleham FC 21 G16 02 86 182 -66\11 
8 Albert Park FC 2102001 47 244 -197 1 
Pepsi Womens WV-LEAGUE 
Melbourne Uni’s PWLBD F A GD Pts 
Pricilla Ribas (L) and 1 FC Richmond 18143 0 88 52486 43 
, 2 Melbourne Uni FC 19133 0 3107 37 +70 42 
Ashburton’s Emma} 3 Ficoy Fo 20126 0 2 81 73 +8 88 
Hubbard delivered | 4 Pascoe ValeFC 17124 0 1 73 24449 37 
an entertaining duel 5 Vic Vipers FC OROmORGR SONG 2a Asis: 
= : ; y 6 Ashburton FC 1S 41110) 3 GOSS -s3: 15 
See, (0 the duration off 7 ee, Eagles 17 4130 0 36 92 -56 12 
; _ the game. 8HeidelbergFC 18 2150 1 48 105-62 7 
+ state League Championship 
P WLBD F A GD Pts 
1 FC Balwyn 20 153 0 2108 74464 47 
2 CF Brunswick 20131 0 6115 68+47 45 
8 Brimbank FC: 20 29 03113 144-81 27 
4 Moreland FC 20 8100 2 95 106 -11 26 
5 FC Melbourne 20 8110 1119 92427 25 
6 FC Carlton 21 7100 4 99104 -5 25 
7 FC Northcote 19 6100 3 77 98 -21 21 
8 FC Essendon 20 4150 1 64134-70 18 
State League One 
PW LBOF A GD Pts 
1 FC Collingwood 2015 302114 51 +6347 
2 Brighton FC 2013 304110 61 +4948 
83 FC Prahran 20 9506 98 71 +2733 
4 CF South Melo 2010 8 02108 92416 32 
5 FC Hawthomn 2099 02 90103-13 29 
6 Toorak FC 20 610 04 /O 96-26 22 
7 FC Footscray 20 514 01 79119-40 16 
8 Coburg Athletic 20 217 01 60136-76 7 
State League Two 
PWtLBOF A GD Pts 
- aa 2 1 FC Preston 2014 501 91 69 +22 48 
a oo 2 Doncaster FC 2013 5 02 98 71 +27 41 
8 Mcleod FC 2013 5 0210183 418 41 
4 FC Richmond 2099 0 2104106 -2 29 
5 Eagles FC 2091001 92101 -9 28 
6 FC Geelong 20 71201102 90+12 22 
7 Elsternwick FC 2061401 67 87 -2016 
8 FC St Kilda 20 5 15:00 (87 112-265 15 


Claudia Fruscalzo (L) returned to the Fitzroy line 
up and bagged a hat trick in her sides win. 


A/cleome Le 


Soeinl Leasue 
competitions 


* Men’s & Women’s Social Leagues 


* Mixed Social Leagues 


* Junior Leagues jnoys & gic 


* Elite Leagues jnoys & airs 


FUTSAL @ 7 


* Social League training 


* Elite training 


© Junior training 


(see ‘ALL Juniors— Boys & Girls ‘fram 2 years to 16 years of age’) 


LAA? 


Wun Bears 


« Preschool program ° Futsal training 


* Junior Oz Clinics 


Ba 


Biste Besrsars 


Elite Futsal League 


* School Holiday Program 


* Elite Futsal training 


* Social Junior Leagues 


"SPORTS 


FRIDAY 7TH MARCH 

Primera Division Round 6 TBC v 
TBC 11:10am LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 24 Preview 
Show 7:00pm 1st Airing 


SATURDAY 8TH MARCH 
Sky Bet League Two Round 35 
Bury v Rochdale 6:40am LIVE 


SUNDAY 9TH MARCH 

Sky Bet Championship Round 34 
TBC v TBC 2:00am LIVE on setan- 
tasportsplus.com : 
Scottish Cup Quarter-Final Raith — 
v St Johnstone 1:35pm 1st Airing | 
Sky Bet Championship Round 34: 
Blackburn v Burnley 11:25pm LIVE : 


: Arsenal v Swansea, Manchester City v 
: Aston Villa, Newcastle v Everton and 


MONDAY 10TH MARCH 
Scottish Cup Quarter-Final Rang- : 
ers v Albion Rovers 4:00am 1st 
Airing 

Scottish Cup Quarter-Final 
Inverness v Dundee United 5:50am : 
1st Airing ; 
Primera Division Round 7 TBC v 
TBC 9:25am LIVE 

Primera Division Round 7 TBC v 
TBC 11:25am LIVE : 
Bundesliga Round 24 Freiburg v | 
Dortmund 1:30pm 1st Airing 
Bundesliga Round 24 Hannover v 
Leverkusen 3:20pm 1st Airing 
Bundesliga Round 24 Highlights 
Show 7:00pm 1st Airing 

Sky Bet Championship Round 34: 
Highlights Show 9:00pm 1st Airing . 


:3.00 pm 


TUESDAY 11TH MARCH 
Bundesliga Round 24 Schalke v 
Hoffenheim 12:00am 1st Airing 
Bundesliga Round 24 Nuremburg v : 
Werder Bremen 1:50am 1st Airing 
Bundesliga Round 24 Mainz v 
Hertha Berlin 3:40am 1st Airing 


THURSDAY 13TH MARCH 
Copa Libertadores 2nd Stage 
Matchday 4 Nacional v Atletico 
Mineiro 11:50am LIVE 


‘Wed Mar 12 
: Guizhou Rehne v Western Sydney 


FRIDAY 14TH MARCH 
UEFA Europa League Round of 16: 
TBC v TBC 4:50am LIVE 
UEFA Europa League Round of 16 
TBC v TBC 6:55am LIVE 
Bundesliga Round 25 Preview 
Show 7:00pm 1st Airing 

UEFA Europa League Round of 32 
Highlights Show 7:30pm 1st Airing : 


SATURDAY 15TH MARCH 
Bundesliga Round 25 Augsburg 
v Schalke 6:25am LIVE 

Copa Libertadores 2nd Stage 
Matchday 4 Highlights Show 
3:40pm 1st Airing 

Sky Bet League One Round 

36 Leyton Orient v Brentford 
11:10pm LIVE on setantas- 
portsplus.com 


SUNDAY 16TH MARCH 

Sky Bet Championship Round 

36 Leicester v Blackpool 2:00am : 
LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 
Bundesliga Round 25 Bayern 
Munich v Leverkusen 1:20pm 1st 
Airing 


MONDAY 17TH MARCH 
Scottish League Cup Final 
Aberdeen v Inverness 1:55am 
LIVE 

Primera Division Round 8 TBC v 
TBC 8:10am LIVE 

Primera Division Round 8 TBC v 
TBC 11:10pm LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 25 Dortmund 
v Monchengladbach 3:20pm 1st 
Airing 

Bundesliga Round 25 Werder 
Bremen v Stuttgart 5:10pm 
Bundesliga Round 25 Highlights 
Show 7:00pm 1st Airing 


Couch Potato * ALL TIMES ARE AEDT 


- ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
:All times AEDT 
: All games LIVE unless stated 


"WEEK 29 
‘Sat Mar 8 West Brom v Man Utd 
: 717.35 pm 


:Sun Mar 9 Crystal Palace v S’hampton 
. 1.50 am 


:Sun Mar 9 Cardiff v Fulham 
: 1.50 am 


Sun Mar 9 Norwich v Stoke 


: 4.20 am 


: Matches postponed due to FA Cup 
_ Quarter-Finals being played on March 
: 8-11. 


‘HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 
_ ALL GAMES LIVE ON FOX 1 


: Fri Mar 7 Victory v Central Coast 


‘Sat Mar 8 Newcastle v Melb Heart 
:5.30 pm 


‘Sat Mar 8 Sydney v Wanderers 
:7.45 pm 


: Sun Mar 9 Brisbane v Adelaide 
_5.00 pm 


: Asian Champions League 

: Tue Mar 11 

: Central Coast v Sanfreece Hiroshima 
.7.30 pm 


: Wed Mar 12 
: Melbourne v Jeonbuk Motors 
:7.30 pm 


"SUNDAY SHOOT OUT 
‘Every Sunday 7.00pm 


“SANTO, SAM & ED’S TOTAL FOOTBALL 
: Mondays at 7.30pm on FOX Sports 1 


:Sun Mar 9 Granada v Villarreal 
:7.55 am 


Mon Mar 10 Valencia v Athletic Bilbao 
6.55 am 


Fox 3 
Fox 2 
Fox 3 


7.50 am Viewers Choice 


Sun Mar 9 Chelsea v Tottenham 
Fox 3 


Liverpool v Sunderland. 


7.30 pm Fox 3 


Fox 3 


Fox 3 
Sun Mar 9 Wellington v Perth 
Fox 3 


Fox 3 


Fox 3 
Fox 3 


11.00 pm Fox 3 


SPANISH LA LIGA 


Fox 3 


Fox 3 


Wf = 


Evey Friday 
7:30 pm A-League Live 


Every Sunday 
4:30 pm UEFA Champions League 
Magazine 


Every Monday 
4:30 pm FIFA Futbol! Mundial 
11:00 pm The World Game 


Every Thursday 

8:30 pm Thursday FC 

11:00 pm UEFA Champions League 
Highlights Show 


SBS TWO 
Every Monday 
9:30 pm A-League Highlights Show 


Every Tuesday 
5:00 pm A-League Highlights Show 


TV 
Heaven 


Matthew Naqvi 


This weekend’s A-League round 
has the potential to be a crucial 
decider in who wins the title, 
makes the finals and finishes last 
on the ladder. There is a derby, 
jobs on the line, Socceroos call- 
ups at stake and more in what 
will be an exciting and eventful 
weekend of football. 

Friday night kicks off the round 
with a ripper between Melbourne 
Victory and Central Coast Mari- 
ners at AAMI Park. Victory com- 
ing off a huge derby loss to rivals 
Heart in a insipid performance. Un- 
fortunately, the referee effectively 
ended the contest when he sent off 
Nick Ansell in the first half. Mel- 


bourne Victory will need to return 
to somewhere near their best form 
if they want to stay in the top six. 

Mariners are coming off a well put 
together performance in a 2-1 win 
against Sydney FC. South Korean 
attacker Kim Seung-Yong opened 
his A-League goal account with a 
perfectly placed free kick. 

Form would suggest the Marin rs 
will get the win however I see Vic- 
tory putting in a resolute effort and 
coming away with a draw. 

Saturday night features the block- 
buster that is the Sydney derby. 
Western Sydney Wanderers have 
been in mixed form of late while 
Sydney has been the most incon- 
sistent team this season. Wander- 
ers will be vying to keep their 
title chances alive and will feel 
confident going up against the Sky 
Blues. WSW has a very tight and 
strong defensive unit and will be 
able to shut down Sydney’s attack 
with relative ease. 
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Soccer Sideshow 


Sydney will need to be strong in 
defence against the counter attack 
from the Wanderers and they will 
manage the first twenty minutes or 
so but cards will come into play 
and possibly see Sydney go down 
aman. 

The Western Sydney Wander- 
ers will be too strong for Sydney 
and they will stay in the top three, 
Sydney on the other hand may 
well crash out of the top six and 
stay there. 

Brisbane Roar v Adelaide United 
wraps up the weekend beautifully 
with both sides looming as danger- 
ous threats to win the title. 
Brisbane looks like they got back 
to some of their awesome form 
with a comprehensive win over 
Perth Glory. 

Josep Gombau has proven to be 
an excellent manager choice for 
Adelaide with the team playing a 
beautiful style of football and get- 
ting results. Adelaide demolished 
Wellington Phoenix 5-1 with a 


21 


number of spectacular goals in- 
cluding Jeronimo’s ripping volley 
and Fabio Ferreira’s peach from a 
tight angle. 

Brisbane lost to the other in-form 
team of the comp Melbourne Heart 
recently and Adelaide may just sur- 
prise Roar with their flair. Adelaide 
will get the push the pace and pres- 
sure Brisbane. It will pay off in the 
latter stages of the game and Ad- 
elaide should score a late winner to 
edge further up the ladder. 

Once the weekend’s action is over 
make sure to tune into SBS for The 
A-League Highlights Show hosted 
by Craig Foster and The World 
Game on Monday night. Get your 
comedy gold fix with Santo, Sam 
and Ed’s Total Football over on 
Foxtel. Thursday FC is your option 
for light entertainment on Thurs- 
day night on SBS. 

Enjoy plenty of football action this 
weekend and hopefully your team 
wins. 


Latin 
Wrap 


i 
Francis Fields 


Highly regarded Argentine 
manager Marcelo Bielsa has 
declined the offer from the Pe- 
ruvian federation for the top job 
as coach of it’s national men’s 
senior team. 

The former Athletic Bilbao man- 
ager had already begun homework 
by contacting first division coach- 
es to find out about prospective 
national team players. 

Peruvian officials confirmed the 
signing of former assistant Pablo 
Bengoechea to Sergio Markarian 
who resigned. 

Stepping up to the top job, Ben- 
goechea’ appointment ends months 
of uncertainty - one that was high- 
lighted by prolific German based 
internation Jefferson Farfan. 
Critics have been contemplating 
for months why Peru did not ap- 
point one after Sergio Markarian 
left the position vacant last No- 
vember. 

Uruguayan Pablo Bengoechea 
seems the “perfect fit” according 
to a letter released by the Fed- 
eration’s media department earlier 
this week. 

From an Australian perspective 
there were only mentions of Mar- 
celo Bielsa,especially from Craig 


BIELSA DECLINES PERU JOB 


pee Marcelo Bielsa 


+. 


Foster on television. Bielsa is out 
of a job since last season, and 
his option for the Socceroos’ job 
ended with the confirmed candi- 
dates prior to the securing of Ange 
Postecoglou. 

Bielsa turned down the offer with- 
out stating reasons behind his deci- 
sion. 

One of his successors, current 
Chile coach Jorge Sampaoli was 
contacted for information and rec- 
ommendations due to his past ties 
in Peru. 

Not only Sampaoli was contacted 
but Javier Torrente, Claudio Vivas 
(U20 Chile coach) to name a few 
were asked in regards to the cur- 
rent problems and operations un- 
derlying the Peruvian governing 
body. According to local media, 
Bielsa was closely monitoring the 
current form of overseas-based 


Paolo Guerrero, Jefferson Farfan, 
Claudio Pizarro and Juan Vargas, 
amongst other players. 

Not qualifying to a FIFA World Cup 
since Spain ‘82 prompted the FPF 
to believe that Marcelo Bielsa was 
the right man to do the goods and 
break the long 32-year hoodoo. 
Controversial journalist Phillip 
Butters enbraced the prospect yet 
cited a lack of integrity and will- 
ingness to rectify such a chronic 
state to the game in terms of devel- 
opment that his views were realisti- 
cally unfavourable. 

Nicknamed “El loco” - and not just 
for any reason, the Rosario-born 
strategist is synonymous to innova- 
tive, attack minded football that has 
taken him to winning club league 
titles in his native Argentina with 
his beloved Newell’s Old Boys and 
with Vélez Sarsfield. 


Club duties have taken him to work 
in Mexico and Spain also whilst 
most notably being in charge of 
his country’s highly-demanding 
and cut-throat position at the helm 
of Argentina where the pressure 
to win the World Cup is not nego- 
tiable. 

It was however across the Andes in 
Santiago in 2007 where he admit- 
ted to “finding himself reinvented 
with his profession.” Displaying 
a re-born image with his distinc- 
tive work ethic and passion for the 
game regained much lost pride and 
hope for Chilean football en route 
to South Africa 2010. 

Had Bielsa been given the nod, it 
would have been challenging to say 
the least. 

Corruption and wrongdoing clouds 
the current administration and 
given Bengoechea existing rela- 
tionship heralded as positive and 
understanding, there is hope no 
doubt that results for Peru can go 
their way. 

As for Bielsa who enjoys solitude, 
observation, reflection, honesty 
and dedication whilst his inces- 
sant, workaholic ways can annoy 
and fascinate his next employer, 
the destination is key as whether 
he will continue to contribute by 
educating and developing players 
along with his technical staff on 
such a unique approach to football. 


Foxtel National Youth League 
It has felt like a rather short four 
and a half months since the start 
of the 2013/14 Foxtel National 
Youth League season, but the ac- 
tion came to a close last weekend 
with blowing of the final whistle 
at Epping Stadium. 

The whistle also brought the con- 
clusion of a highly entertaining 
clash between an in-form Mel- 
bourne Heart and bottom side Cen- 
tral Coast Mariners that finished 
4-2. 

Both sides started with a bang, with 
Luke O’Dea scoring after just four 
minutes for Heart while Glen Trifiro 
unleashed a close range rocket to 
equalise a couple of minutes later. 
O’Dea then added his second in the 
10th minute and both sides contin- 
ued to play entertaining, end to end 
football. 

The scoring dried up until late in 
the second half, when Paulo Retre 
scored a fine finish, then Alexander 
Dao capitalised on Justin Pasfield’s 
walkabout to tap home a fourth for 
the hosts. 

Patrick Dixon did score a stoppage 


time goal for the Mariners, but there 
weren’t to be any more goals, and 
he also has the nice distinction of 
scoring the final goal of the season. 

Elsewhere, champions Sydney FC 
continued their title winning hang- 
over over with a 0-0 draw against 
the AIS. 

Having lost heavily in recent weeks 
since lifting the silveware, the Sky 
Blues managed to keep hold of a 
clean sheet this time around, surviv- 
ing a penalty from Anthony Kalik. 

However, neither side was really 
able to take the game by the scruff 
of the neck and the institute side 
were left to ponder what could have 
been. 

Sydney will just be happy to see 
out the season with a point, espe- 
cially after being smashed 7-1 by 
Newcastle Jets the previous week. 

The Jets finished their season on a 
high, beating Brisbane Roar 2-1 ata 
rain soaked Wanderers Oval. 

Kale Bradbery notched up yet an- 
other strike, this time from the spot, 
before Jai Ingham equalised on the 
stroke of half time for the visitors. 

Brisbane actually looked the most 
likely side to score next, but Con- 
nor Chapman had other ideas and 
poached a winner with 15 minutes 
remaining. 

The result meant that Newcastle 
cut the deficit to Sydney to just four 
points, a fair effort after Sydney’s 
much larger lead at the summit. 

Finishing below Newcastle in third 


is Melbourne Victory, who came 
away from Western Sydney with 
a point, despite having a depleted 
lineup. 

The Wanderers grabbed a lead in 
the 25th minute when Nicholas Ol- 
sen rounded the keeper, but were re- 
duced to ten men after Daniel Alessi 
saw red. 

Making the most of their man ad- 
vantage, Victory pushed to grab the 
points, but Christopher Cristaldo 
missed a second penalty in succes- 
sive weeks after winning the spot 
kick himself. 

Anthony Proia was the hero how- 
ever, as he equalised in the 71st 
minute to earn Melbourne a point 
away from home. 

And finally below the Victory sits 
Adelaide United, who managed to 
beat Perth Glory 4-2 largely thanks 
to a hat trick by Anthony Costa. 

It was actually Perth that took the 
lead, with Joseph Knowles scoring 
in the 21st minute, but Jake Barker- 
Daish equalised soon after. 

Costa then turned on a striking 
masterclass, grabbing his three 
goals so ensure a happy ending to 
Adelaide’s season. 

Perth did provide a scare before 
Costa’s third, when Slobodan Vu- 
lin scored for the hosts to make it 
3-2, but there was no nerves from 
the home side as they saw out the 
match. 

It has been a thoroughly entertain- 
ing season of youth football, with 


PWDLFAGD PTS 
1 Sydney FC 18 132349 292041 
2 Newcastle Jets 181143502921 37 
3 Melbourne Victory 1894550 36 14 31 
4 Melbourne Heart FC 18 8 4 6 40 30 10 28 


5 Adelaide United 18 8 37 37 36 1 27 
6 Wanderers FC 18 7 29 37 33 4 23 
7 Brisbane Roar 18657 41 45 -4 23 
8AIS 18639 3247-1521 
9 Perth Glory 1860123563-28 18 
10 CC Mariners 18 13 14 20 43-236 


AIS 0 
Sydney FC 0 


Melbourne Heart 4 (0’Dea 4’pen 10’, 
Retre 73’, Dao 74’) 

Central Coast Mariners 2 (Trifiro 6’, 
Dixon 90+2’) 


Newcastle Jets 2 (Bradbury 33, Chap- 
man 75) 
Brisbane Roar 1 (Ingham 45) 


Western Sydney Wanderers 1 (Olsen 
23m) 
Melbourne Victory 1 (Proia 71m) 


Adelaide United 4 (Costa 45, 63, 90+3, 
Barker-Daish 29) 
Perth Glory 2 (Knowles 21, Vulin 77) 


plenty of goals and players making 
names for themselves. 

There’s only another seven months 
before it all starts again! 
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A slightly truncated round due : 
to the Capital One Cup didn’t : 
disappoint with a number of | 
thrilling matches and surpris- 
ing results. The biggest news of : 
the round was the derailment of : 
Arsenal’s title charge as they fell : 
1-nil to Stoke City at the Britan- | 
nia. : 
It was an insipid performance from : 
the Gunners, but credit is due to : 
Stoke who defended valiantly be- : 
fore winning the game through a | 
late penalty. Arsene Wenger may : 
have called it a gift, but his side | 
should have been better if they : 
wanted any share of the points. ; 
Chelsea immediately capitalised on | 
this slip-up and Manchester City’s : 
weekend off to increase their lead : 
at the top of the table in a 3-1 win : 
over Fulham in the West London : 
Derby. Andre Schurrle’s hat-trick 
killed off the game in the second 
half before John Heitinga scored a : 
late consolation. : 
That victory propels the Blues four : 
points clear at the top of the table, | 
but in second now is Liverpool, | 
who notched up an impressive : 
3-nil win over Southampton at St. : 
Mary’s. Goals from Luis Suarez, | 
Sterling and Gerrard secured the : 
points and with Chelsea coming to : 
Anfield before the end of the season : 
Brendan Rogers’ side is certainly in : 
the running for the title. i 
One side who had hoped for a title 
challenge at the start of the season 
is Tottenham, who kept their faint : 
Champions league aspirations : 
alive with a 1-nil win over Cardiff | 


London 


After the lacklustre perfor- 
mances from English sides in 
the last stages of the Champions 
League, where a collective effort 
from the Premier League’s finest 
produced just the one goal, the 
excuses were piled up as to why 
teams from the self-proclaimed 
‘best league in the world’ suc- 
cumbed to the might of Bayern 
Munich, Barcelona and errr, 
Olympiakos. 

The idea of a winter break on these 
shores crops up every season at the 
sxact same times. Around Christ- 
mas, obviously, as managers com- 
plain about the fixture pile-ups, then 
again when the knockout stages of 
the European competitions begin. 
The excuses rolled out by the fans 
and media alike revolve around the 
fact that the more dominant teams 
in the Champions League have a 
winter break (Bundesliga has up 
fo a month off whilst La Liga sides 
have a two week break), whereas 
during that same time, clubs in 
England are asked to play even 
more games during an incredibly 
short period of time. 

Pros are beginning to outweigh the 
cons as the England national side 
continue to under perform in ma- 
jor competitions, whilst Spain and 
Germany seemingly grow stronger 
and stronger. The small matter of 
youth development and grassroots 
infrastructure is of course a major 
issue but introducing a winter break 
would be a start. British tradition 
is a hard thing to overcome when 
attempting to change something 
within the game and the Boxing 
Day and New Years Day fixtures 
are the footballing overload that 


» the Capital One Cup at Wembley. 


tay ENGLAND EPL =f 


Paw Desi AmGDmPts 


1 Chelsea As 1) @ G GA py 
2 Liverpool Zaeh ) Sy) BB) 
3 Arsenal Asi & fH BA we 
4Manchester City 26 18 3 5 69 27 
5 Tottenham Hotspur 28 16 5 7 37 33 
6 Everton ee) 1 a) Ba 
7 Manchester United 27 13 6 8 43 31 
8 Newcastle United 28 13 4 11 37 39 
9 Southampton Pah af) i) Shey SBS) 
10 West Ham United 28 8 7 13 31 35 
11 Aston Villa 288 7 13 31 38 
12 Hull City as G We a se 
13 Stoke City V2: en V2 
14 Swansea City Pal TE teh ee | 
15 Norwich City 227 7 #14 21 «43 
16 CrystalPalace 27 8 3 16 19 37 
17 West Bromwich...27 4 13 10 31 39 
18 Sunderland 266 6 14 26 42 
19 Cardiff City 285 7 16 19 49 
20 Fulham 286 3 19 28 62 


Latest Results Next Match 


Norwich City 1-0 Tottenham WBAv Manchester United 
Everton 4 - 0 West Ham 


Arsenal PSTP Swansea City 


Last5games 

Most recent first Fulham 1-3 Chelsea Cardiff City v Fulham 
+30 63 WWDWW Hull City 1-4 Newcastle U Crystal Palace v Southampton 
+38 59 WWWWD s ; 
424 59 LWDLW Stoke City 1 - 0 Arsenal Man City PSTP Aston Villa 
+42 57 WDLWW Sunderland PSTP WBA Norwich City v Stoke City 
+4 53 WLWWD Southampton 0 - 3 Liverpool Chelsea v Tottenham Hotspur 
ee oF Me Aston Villa4-1.Norwich City Newcastle U PSTP Everton 
2 43 WWLLL Swansea C1 - 1 Crystal Palace 
+3 39 LLWDW Tottenham 1 - 0 Cardiff City 
4 31 LWWWW = 
7 31 WLDLL One To Watch This Weekend... 
5 30 LWLWD . 
414 30 WLDDW It’s another London derby as Chelsea welcome 
4 29 DLDWL Spurs to Stamford Bridge. The match comes at the 
22 28 LWLDL perfect time for the visitors, who will be eager to 
a e : Bhat close ground on Arsenal before facing them at White 
16 24 LLWWD Hart Lane the following week. The pressure to per- 
-30 22 LLDLW form is all on Mourinho ‘s men as the other top three 
34 21 LDLDL 


sides missing from action due to cup commitments. 


City. Roberto Soldado scored his : 
first goal in nine games after link- | 
ing up with Adebayor to erase the : 
pain of the previous week’s loss to : 


Norwich. 


However the Canaries were un- : 
able to string together successive | 
» wins and were thumped 4-1 by a 
rampant Aston Villa. After conced- | 
ing early goals from Benteke (2), : 
Bacuna and Bassong (0.g.) saw the - 
Villans storm to victory and mid | 


table safety. 


Fellow mid-tablers West Ham and 
Hull failed to further distance them- : 
selves from the drop zone, sustain- : 
ing losses to European contenders | 
Everton (1-0) and Newcastle (4-1) | 
respectively, while Swansea and : 
Crystal Palace dominated a half ' 
each in their 1-1 stalemate at the | i 
- than Fulham, but any slip ups at this: 
' stage of the campaign could be cru- : 
: cial come the season’s end. Yet to | 
' assert himself in England, a victory | 
over a fellow relegation candidate : 
will get Solskjaer’s players behind : 


Liberty Stadium. 


EPL Preview 


Once again this is a round af- : 
fected by cup ties, but those who : 
feature will not be taking their ; 
matches lightly. After their un- | 
expected defeat to Olympiakos : 
in the Champions League Man- : 
chester United will be surely : 


looking to bounce back against 


West Brom, but Pepe Mel’s side 


are a tough proposition at the ; 


Hawthorns. 
The other weekend’s matches pri- 


: marily concerned the relegation ; 
zone, with Fulham and Cardiff : 
squaring off in what is a crucial | 
match for both sides. Fulham’s bid : 
to stay in the Premier League hing- = 


es on their next few games against 


sides around them on the table af- : 
ter recent clashes with Manchster : 
: United, Liverpool and Chelsea. If : 
Felix Magath is the man to lead | 
Fulham to safety, winning in Wales | 
would be a good indicator of his 


capability. 


Ole Gunnar Solskjaer is hardly go- | 
ing to concede defeat though, with : 
victory equally important for his : 


side. Cardiff may have more points 


him and galvanise their cause. 


Another side looking to kick clear : 


: of relegation trouble is Crystal Pal- : 
ace, who are looking to continue : 
their fine form under Tony Pulis | 
against Southampton at Selhurst * 


_ Park. The Eagles’ vociferous home . 
support should spur them on as they : 
: bid to take all three points from the | 
: Saints, who have settled into the : 
middle of the pack after their flying | 


start to the season. 


land of 40 competition points. 


World Cup chances 
Morten Olsen is not expecting 


1-0 at Wembley. 


land had looked set to fail to win 
at Wembley for a third consecutive 
game - following defeats to Ger- 
many and Chile. 

The outstanding Kasper Schme- 


» ichel produced several fine saves 
Sandwiched between the Saints : 
and Crystal Palace on the ladder : 
are Norwich and Stoke who meet : 
: at Carrow Road on the Saturday. | 
Both teams have failed to impress : 
despite a series of off-season buys : 
but the stability granted from not : 
having their respective managers | 
fired means they sit clear of the | 
drop zone. However a bad run of : 
: results at this stage in the season ; 
can mean relegation and both sides : 
will be looking at this fixture as - 
crucial in reaching the promised | 


to thwart the likes of Sturridge and 
Danny Welbeck before the Liver- 
pool striker nodded in Adam Lal- 
lana’s cross. 

Despite having several chances 
and looking the more dangerous 
side, there is still plenty of room for 
improvement for England ahead of 
this year’s showpiece in Brazil. 

And after seeing Roy Hodgson’s 
side at close quarters, Olsen is 
not expecting them to be among 
the contenders to lift the trophy in 
South America. 

“IT wish you (England) good luck 


: in the World Cup. You need it,” he 
Olsen writes off England's © 


said. 
The friendly was Denmark’s first 


: international since Olsen signed 


a new two-year contract and the 
England to make an impact at : 


: the FIFA World Cup after watch- © yot g pretty spectacle. 


ing them beat his Denmark side : 


long-serving coach admitted it was 


“It was not such a good football 


; game, I have to be critical,” he 
Daniel Sturridge scored the only : 


goal of the game with a header : 
eight minutes from time after Eng- : 


added. 


every supporter looks forward to. 
The idea of going into the end of 
December without a gluttony of 
football to feast on is a depressing 
outlook but fans would reap the 
benefits of such a holiday in World 
and European Cups in the future. 
It’s an obvious change that the FA 
should at least attempt to trial in the 
near future after years of hitting a 
brick wall at quarter-final stages. 
Recent history continues to repeat 
itself for England on a national 
stage as Three Lions stars that have 
performed so well throughout a 
season look a shadow of the player 
they were that earned them a place 
in the squad. 

But whilst a long list of failures at 
international level back the argu- 


ment for a winter break, previous 
years of success at club level chal- 
lenge the idea that one is needed. 
No one complained about the lack 
of time off over Christmas or Janu- 
ary when Chelsea won the Champi- 
ons League or Europa League. No 
one raised such a question when 
Manchester United and Chelsea 
battled it out in an all English Eu- 
ropean Cup final in 2008 under the 
same structure. So is it only a hin- 
drance when sides need an excuse 
for their poor performances? Well, 
not exactly. 

The intensity of the English game 
is well documented. Players who 
come to the Premier League regu- 
larly mention the change in pace 
more often than not as well as 


the age-old excuse of manager’s 
‘acclimatising’ their new foreign 
signings to the speed of the league. 
The Bundesliga is the closest foot- 
balling wise to the English top-tier 
but have the luxury of two less 
teams within the structure as well 
as just one cup knockout compe- 
tition (DFB-Pokal), compared to 
England’s two (League Cup & FA 
Cup). In La Liga and Serie A, the 
league consists of the same amount 
of clubs, yet the football is argu- 
ably much slower, allowing for a 
much shorter recovery time. Even 
in this case, both Spanish and Ital- 
ian leagues still have time off. 
Whilst the positives of a winter 
break appear to outweigh most 


modern football putting its grubby 
mitts on such an opportunity is 
inevitable. During such a recuper- 
ating session for players and staff 
alike in early January of this year, 
Paris St Germain and Real Madrid 
decided to play a friendly in the 
neutral setting of the Khalifa Inter- 
national Stadium in Doha, Qatar. 
Sure, it’s completely understand- 
able to have some sort of 11 vs. 
11 in preparation for the return 
of competitive fixtures, who am 
I to judge a professional coach’s 
choice? But to stage such an event 
in the financially fruitful Middle 
East and televise it to viewers 
across the world somewhat defies 
the point of a winter break. Perhaps 
it wouldn’t be ‘business savvy’ to 


: Strachan plays down sig- 
nificance of Poland win 


Scotland manager Gordon Stra- 


chan felt little could be gleaned 
: from the 1-0 win over UEFA Euro 
' 2016 qualifying rivals Poland on 
Wednesday. 

: Celtic’s Scott Brown was the Scot- 
: land goal hero for the second game 
: running, as he followed up his match 
: winner against Norway in Novem- 
: ber with another decisive strike to 
: settle the friendly in Warsaw. 

' The game was arranged well in ad- 
: vance of the UEFA 2016 qualifying 
: draw that pitted the two nations to- 
- gether in Group D, with Strachan’s 
: men due to return to Poland in Oc- 
! tober. 

: And while Strachan lauded his cap- 
tain Brown, he believes it would 
' be foolish to read anything into the 
result. 


“It was not a great game and you 


: can’t expect anything other than that 
: at this time of year,” said Strachan. 


“Scott Brown was the man of the 


match and the goal sealed it. 


“But it meant absolutely nothing 


: as these two sides will not be the 
: same for the Euro 2016 campaign, 
but it gives us confidence and builds 
' nicely to our next friendly.” 


Pros are beginning to 
outweigh the cons as 

the England national 

side continue to under 
perform in major compe- 
titions, whilst Spain and 
Germany seemingly grow 
stronger and stronger. 


pit an array of talents in a fixture 
behind closed doors, or to play the 
game at all! 

To try and appose a sport like foot- 
ball from making as much money 
as possible is next to an impos- 
sible task, so without sounding too 
defeatist, friendlies played during 
such time off was always going to 
be an outcome for the bigger teams 
in Europe. In the grand scheme of 
things and for purely footballing 
reasons, a winter break is long 
overdue not only in the Premier 
League but in the Football League 
as well. With no less than 24 teams 
in the second, third and fourth tier 
though, any time off would be hard 
to come by, yet on the other hand, 
could help cope with fixture pile- 
ups that happen in a time known 
for it’s hazardous, match-postpon- 
ing weather. 

Like the introduction of goal line 
technology and the implementa- 
tion of transfer windows in years 
gone by, every new concept has 
to breakthrough an argument of 
tradition. With the lack of a winter 
break though, it seems as if Eng- 
land is once again playing catch 
up to their more forward-thinking 
European rivals. Another World 
Cup failure for the national side in 
Brazil might see such an idea be- 
ing brought forward sooner than 
you think. 


negatives against it, the worry of 
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With some cracking games 


| 
taking the A-League by storm 
lately DAMIR KULAS takes a 
look back at some classics that 


have left us wanting more. 


The 2010/11 championship decider 
pitted off Ange Postecoglou’s 
lustrious Brisbane Roar side 
against Graham Arnold’s emerging 
Mariners outfit and what a cracker 
it was. Both teams struggled to 
preak one another in the attacking 
hird during the 90 minutes but the 
zame sprung into life in extra- 

ime when the Mariners broke the 
deadlock thanks to foundation 
player Adam Kwasnik. Soon after 
he Coasties went two up thanks 

‘0 Oliver Bozanic’s second goal 

at Suncorp in successive games 
eaving the Mariners bound for 
heir first championships after two 
previous heartbreaks. However 

in the second period of extra time 

a Henrique strike gave the Roar 

1 lifeline with five minutes to go 
before a last minute corner was 
met by the head of Erik Paartalu to 
complete a remarkable turnaround 
for the season’s Premiers. With 
momentum and the home crowd 
on their side, Michael Theo saved 
Daniel McBreen’s and Pedj Bojic’s 
spot kicks before Henrique stepped 
up and converterd his to ensure the 
Championship was going to Bris- 
pane for the first time and leave the 
dejected Mariners heartbroken for 
a third time. 


This nine-goal thriller back in 
Season Three of the A-League was 
rescheduled due to bad weather in 
Gosford and the move to the pre- 
Christmas timeslot proved to a be a 
festive season treat. The Mariners 
went 2-0 up within fifteen minutes 
thanks to goals from Mile Jedinak 
and John Aloisi before a red card 
to goalkeeper Danny Vukovic 
changed the nature of the game. 
[ain Fyfe pulled one back for the 
away side before Terry McFlynn 
was first to pounce from a rebound 
fo equalise just after the break. 

But the ten-man Mariners bounced 
pack to take the lead through a 
Greg Owens penalty before goals 
from youngster Adam Biddle and 

a spectacular strike from Brendon 
Santalab saw the Sky Blues retake 
the lead. Adam Kwasnik then 
levelled the scores in the 86th 
minute before turning villain in the 
fourth minute of injury time when 
he blocked a goal bound effort with 
his hand and was shown his march- 
ing orders by referee Matthew 
Breeze. Ufuk Talay duly slotted 

in his spot-kick past substitute 
soalkeeper Matthew Trott to win 
the game for Sydney FC in one 

of the most thrilling games ever 
witnessed on Australian shores. 
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Season Two of the A-League saw 
many classics involving Mel- 
bourne Victory in their first season 
playing at the Etihad (then Telstra 
Dome) but their clash against the 
Lawrie McKinna’s Central Coast 
outfit was the pick of the bunch. 
Danny Allsopp opened the scoring 
in the 4th minute with a fine header 
before Jamie McMaster equalised 
two minutes later with a header of 
his own. A Victory counter-attack 
from a Mariners corner led by 
Allsopp found its way to Archie 
Thompson who sprang the offside 
trap to make it 2-1 before Stewart 
Petrie replied immediately after 
the restart to leave the scores at 
2-2 with just under eleven minutes 
played. Just ten minutes later the 
Victory were reduced to ten when 
Rodrigo Vargas was sent off for 
denying a clear goal via the use 

of a hand and Adam Kwasnik 
converted the resulting penalty. 

To make matters worse for the 
home side, captain Kevin Muscat 
was sent off before the break 

with a Victory comeback looking 
unlikely. However they managed 
to hold the Mariners off in the 
second half and then in the 85th 
minute Fred’s perfectly placed 
cross found its way to Allsopp who 
volleyed it into the back off the 
net to give Ernie Merrick’s side an 
unlikely share of the points in their 
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\J 


Championship season. 


This Round Two fixture between 
the two state rivals was the first 
time Sydney FC fans would see 
marquee signing Alessandro Del 
Piero live in action in his home 
debut while the Jets also had 

their very own marquee in Emile 
Heskey to show off to a packed out 
Sydney Football Stadium. And it 
was the Jets who opened the scor- 
ing early on when Ryan Griffiths 
pounced on eleven minutes to give 
Newcastle the lead. Jets young- 
ster Craig Goodwin then almost 
doubled their lead when his shot 
bounced pack of the post before 
the man everyone had come to see 
showed his worth with a trademark 
free-kick to net his side’s equaliser. 
However the visitors marquee 

man also got in on the act when he 
scored his first for the side through 
a powerful volley and thanks to 
some good build up play from 
Craig Goodwin. The Adelaide 
born youngster then scored his first 
A-League goal just after the hour 
mark with a delightful chip before 
Blake Powell halved the deficit 
with his first goal with over fifteen 
minutes remaining. Despite the 
Sky Blues best efforts, Newcastle 
held on for a memorable victory 

in a game where both marquee 
men shined but were outshone by 
a wonderful performance from 


one of Australia’s brightest young 
prospects. 


Melbourne Victory and Adelaide 
United have traditionally been 
involved in some of the best and 
most tense games in the competi- 
tion and their most recent clash 
two weeks back might have just 
proven to be the best of the lot. In- 
form Adelaide took an early lead 
through Spanish import Sergio 
Cirio after some good lead up 
work from Fabio Ferreira before 
Gui Finkler’s fantastic effort 

from the edge of the box restored 
parity. However just before the 
break Cirio once again stunned 
the home crowd with a neat finish 
after Bruce Djite caused havoc 

in the Victory defence. Despite 
this setback the home side came 
back strong in the second half and 
Finkler’s second and a tap in from 
Reds nemesis Archie Thompson 
after a Eugene Galekovic howler 
gave Kevin Muscat’s side the lead. 
Substitute Kosta Barbarouses then 
added a fourth after some brilliant 
lead up work from the Melbourne 
attack, specifically James Troisi, 
to make the scores 4-2 before a 
slip from Pablo Contreras allowed 
Cirio to complete his hat-trick 
and despite late pressure from 

the Reds, Victory held on for an 
inspired 4-3 victory. 


Coming into the game, Sydney 
FC coach Ian Crook was under 
pressure to keep his job after three 
losses in their opening five games 
including a 7-2 thumping at the 
hands of the Mariners in the previ- 
ous round. The Sky Blues were 
boosted by the return of Ales- 
sandro Del Piero from injury and 
the Italian maestro was involved 
as Sydney opened the scoring in 
the 14th minute through Yairo 
Yau’s goal. Veteran defender Pas- 
cal Bosschaart then doubled their 
advantage with the first goal of 


Melbourne Victory 
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North Queensland Fury 


his professional career through a 
volley in his comeback game from 
injury. Ange Postecoglou’s then 
made the bold decision to intro- 
duce youngster Andrew Nabbout 
with twenty three minutes remain- 
ing and the second-gamer scored 
a spectacular curler from outside 
the box in the 77th minute. Archie 
Thompson then equalised for the 
Victory in the 86th minute before 
Nabbout ensured his first Big Blue 
would be a memorable one as he 
headed home Gui Finkler’s corner 
in stoppage time to complete a 
remarkable comeback and resulted 
in Ian Crook’s resignation as 
Sydney FC coach. 


Brisbane Roar’s amazing 36 game 
unbeaten streak could have all 
ended on one eventful Friday night 
at AAMI Park in December 2010 
in a pulsating clash between two 
of the competition’s most success- 
ful sides. Brisbane took the lead 
just before the half hour mark after 
a Thomas Broich cross went into 
the back of the next via the head of 
Victory defender Matthew Kemp. 
Jean Carlos Solorzano doubled 

the visitors advantage just before 
the break and left Ernie Merrick’s 
side with a mountain to climb 

in the second half. Enter Robbie 
Kruse. The resurgent striker got 
one back for his side after Carlos 
Hernandez released him through 
before his striker partner Archie 
Thompson levelled the scoring 

at 2-2. Kruse then pounced on a 
rebound from a Hernandez free- 
kick to give the boys in blue the 
lead and all three points...or so you 
would have thought. In the dying 
seconds of the game ex-Victory 
keeper Michael Theo appeared to 
step over the penalty box to claim 
the ball and despite protestations 
from the home team no action was 
taken by the referee. Theo’s long 
kick forward eventually found 
Matt McKay who equalised amidst 
controversial circumstances and 
kept Ange Postecoglou’s unbeaten 
stretch intact. 


The Sky Blues came into this 
match needing a victory to keep 
their finals hopes alive after a 
dismal two wins in eleven while 
the Victory had lost their past three 
matches. Sydney stunned the vocal 
home crowd inside the opening 
thirty seconds when Shannon Cole 
curled in a belter before a Brendan 
Gan belter on three minutes had 
the Sky Blues two goals to the 
good. Ten minutes later a quick 
free kick fell to Archie Thompson 
who reduced the deficit. The game 
was the decided by the substitutes 


By Damir Kulas 


ames Of All-Time 


as Nick Ward scored a screamer 
within thirty seconds of coming 
before a Kevin Muscat cross was 
met by Danny Allsopp’s cross goal 
header that fell to substitute Ney 
Fabiano to slot home the winner 
with just over ten minutes to go. 
Ernie Merrick’s men would go on 
to win their second Championship 
while John Kosmina was sacked 
as the Sky Blues failed to make 
the finals for the first time in their 
short history. 


One of the first ever A-League 
games to be played at AAMI 

Park was a clash between the 
home side and an unfancied but 
entertaining North Queensland 
Fury outfit. While many expected 
the Victory to convincingly take 
all three points, it was the visitors 
who opened the scoring in the 1 Stl 
minute through Ugandan striker 
Eugene Sseppuya who scored on 
his debut for Franz Straka’s men. 
However minutes later the Fury 
were reduced to ten men when 
Chris Grossman was sent off for 
denying Robbie Kruse a clear goal 
scoring opportunity. Kevin Muscat 
buried the spot kick and despite 
their numerical inferiority the Fury 
took the game to Ernie Merrick’s 
side in an absorbing end-to-end 
conflict. The Victory controver- 
sially had a three penalty shouts 
denied before rookie referee Chris 
Boyle gave them a second penalty 
in the 74th minute which Muscat 
once more converted. More drama 
then followed as North Queen- 
sland were awarded a penalty of 
their own five minutes later before 
Fury defender Eric Akoto was 
sent off for pushing Muscat in an 
altercation between the two. After 
all the carnage, Fury striker Chris 
Payne slotted in the penalty kick 
and despite late pressure, which 
included an incredible Justin 
Pasfield save, the visitors hang on 
for a share of the spoils. 


Back in Season One of the A- 
League, John Kosmina’s Adelaide 
side and Pierre Littbarski’s star 
studded Sydney outfit were the 
two form sides of the competi- 
tion and produced some classics 
in their five encounters with the 
most notable being this five goal 
thriller at a sold out Hindmarsh. 
Fernando Rech opened the scoring 
in the third minute with a header 
after his shot hit the crossbar, 
rebounding back to him to coolly 
slot the ball past Clint Bolton into 
the back of the net. Ten minutes 
later the Sky Blues failed to clear 
a corner and veteran Carl Veart 
doubled the Reds advantage with a 
tap in. Sydney reduced the deficit 
before the break when a Dwight 
Yorke ball found Japanese legend 
Kazuyoshi Miura who scored 

his first goal for the club. Miura 
then rounded goalkeeper Daniel 
Beltrame to score his second and 
Sydney’s equaliser. Fernando Reck 
then matched Miura by scoring 
his second and the winner with a 
right-footed strike from outside 
the box to seal all three points 

for United although Sydney FC 
would have the last laugh as they 
eliminated Adelaide in the finals 
and went on to claim the inaugural 
Championship. 
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Race for Ange’s Brazilian squad hots up 


y vue) 


By DAMIAN DAVIES 


Welcome to another month of 
“Aussies Abroad”. The count- 
down to Brazil is now under 
100 days and the squad an- 
nouncement for the Ecuador 
friendly clearly signals the 
intention to create a new 
generation of Socceroos. As 
the manager says, all about 
playing regular minutes, and 
thankfully we have a good 
number of players doing just 
that. A little bit of transfer 
movement predominately 
across the Asian leagues. 
Club football is getting inter- 
esting across Europe as we 
enter the last few months of 
the season. 


With the transfer window being 
closed, a limited amount of move- 
ment with uncontracted players 
being the movers. From a national 
team perspective, centre-backs 
Lucas Neill and Sasa Ognen- 
ovski both found new clubs as 
they make late runs for the WC 
squad. Several former Hyundai A 
League players making the move 
to Thailand. 


Mitchell Austin (3 Apr 1991) - 
loan return to Cambridge United, 
England 

Billy Celeski (14 Jul 1985) - 
transferred to Liaoning Whomin, 
China 

Christian Esposito (23 Jul 
1990) - loan return to Novara, Italy 
Ndumba Makeche (4 Mar 
1992) - transferred to Felda 
United, Malaysia 

Trent McClenahan (4 Feb 
1985) - transferred to PTT Ray- 
ong, Thailand 

Lucas Neill (9 Mar 1978) - trans- 
ferred to Watford FC, England 
Erik Paartalu (3 May 1986) 

- transferred to Muang Thong, 
Thailand 

Mirjan Pavlovic (21 Apr 1989) 
- transferred to Pune FC, India 
Danny Vukovic (27 Mar 1985) - 
loan to Vegalta Sendai, Japan 
Daniell Zeleny (19 Oct 1988) - 
transferred to Churchill Brothers, 
India 


Scott Baginski (Kaya FC) - 
transferred to Lions, QSL 
Mitchell Davidson (Kaya FC) - 
transferred to Fraser Park, NSWPL 
Antony Golec (Liaoning 
Whomin) - transferred to Western 


i 


a 7 


Sydney Wanderers 

Sasa Ognenovski (Umm Salal) 
- transferred to Sydney FC 
Rocco Visconte (Suphaburi FC) 
- transferred to Croydon Kings, 
SAFL 


Club Level 


Crystal Palace captain Mile 
Jedinak continues to inspire his 
team as they fight against relega- 
tion. Still yet to miss a minute of 
this campaign, February saw ties 
against Manchester United and 
Arsenal!! As a nominee for PFA 
Player of the Year, he will go very 
close. Brad Jones (Liverpool) 
and Mark Schwarzer (Chelsea) 
remain on the bench for their 
respective clubs. 


Very little game time for our Auss- 
ies at this level. Scott McDon- 
ald and Shane Lowry were 
both in and out of the Millwall 
line up. Goalkeepers Alex Cisak 
(Burnley) and Adam Federici 
(Reading) continued to warm the 
pine. 


Interestingly one of the leagues 
where we have several Aussies 
performing very strongly. Most 
appropriate to start with Massi- 
mo Luongo at Swindon given he 
has been called up to the national 
team. He has scored 6 times from 
midfielder in a break out season of 
nearly 3000 minutes. The Preston 
North End connection of Neil 
Kilkenny and Bailey Wright 
have helped their team charge up 
the table and must both be on the 
radar for Brazil. James Weso- 
lowski continues to have possibly 
his most productive season while 
Brad Inman got himself back on 


3 


Matthew Leckie 


the scorers sheet after a bit of a 
drought by the standards he has set 
this season. 


Not much to report with Mitch 
Langerak continuing on the 
bench at Bayer Dortmund. 


Attacking midfielder Mat Leckie 
has added a bit more scoring to 
his minutes this season and looks 
like becoming an important part of 
the national team. Ben Halloran 
was certainly hitting his straps 
until a training injury has put him 
on the sidelines. 


The Utrecht boys (Oar and Sarota) 
both got national call ups after 
solid performances in Holland. 
Tommy Oar scoring his first 
goal for the season. The develop- 
ment of Jason Davidson has 
been impressive. From junior 
football in Japan, senior football 
in Portugal and now a few seasons 
in Holland, the 22 year old has an 
impressive CV. 


Carl Valeri has made his starting 
debut at Ternana but needs to ce- 
ment that position to advance his 
case for inclusion in the Socceroos 
squad. 


Dario Vidosic (FC Sion) took 
his season tally to 5 as both he and 
Oliver Bozanic (FC Luzern) 
continue to impress. 


, 1 Fee 


Dylan McGowan continues 
to start each week for Hearts. 
Pleasingly Curtis Good has made 
the most of his new opportunity 
at Dundee United. Starting each 
week and having netted his debut 
goal for the club. 


Winger Robert Stambolziev 
has now scored 5 times in his 21 
appearances. 


Brett Holman (AI Nasr) has 
certainly justified his recall to the 
Socceroos with several goals of 
late including a brace in their last 
game. 


Our Aussie boys continue to find 
themselves on that leagues scoring 
charts with Sean Rooney two 
goals behind in the race for the 
Golden Boot at table topping Ben- 
galuru. Tolgey Ozbey scored 

in only his second appearance for 
Dempo. 


The most notable Aussie 
performance this month was prob- 
ably the brace scored by former 
Melbourne Heart striker Dylan 
Macallister. 


Mario Karlovic (Terengganu 
FA) returned from injury to help 
his team to top of the league. 


Richie Cardozo continues to 
perform strongly in his second 
stint at Waitakere United, three 
behind in the Golden Boot but 


quickly running out of games. 


Unfortunately the injury list 

is quite extensive. Long term 
injuries to Robbie Kruse and Rhys 
Williams have now seen Robbie 
declare himself a non-starter for 
the World Cup. While Rhys 
has yet to give up hope of a late 
charge to the national squad. 
Brad Inman suffered a groin 
injury recently but will hope- 
fully not be out too long. Both 
Ben Halloren (hip) and Trent 
Sainsbury (knee) have minor 
injuries but enough to keep them 
out of the Ecuador game. 


Club Competitions 


Both Langerak (Dortmund) 
and Schwarzer (Chelsea) sat on 
the bench as their teams recorded 
good away results. 


No Australians appeared in Febru- 
ary 


- Richard Porta started Nacio- 
nal’s tie that saw them proceed to 
the second round 


Both Sam Gallager (Hanoi 
T&T) and Andrew Barisic 
(South China) were knocked out at 
the qualifying stage. Several Auss- 
ies are now playing in the group 
stage - McGowan, Nicholls, 
Wilkinson and Salley. 


The Aston Villa Strain brothers, 
Tom and Jordan continue to 


excel. Cameron Burgess has 
progressed to the U21’s at Fulham. 
Alex Grant plays 90 minutes 
each game for Stoke City and 
scores his share of goals. Young 
striker Peter Skapetis seems to 
be cementing himself in the QPR 
U21 squad. Also in England, 

15 yo Panos Armenakas has 
made his debut for the Watford 
U18’s. In Italy, the form of Chris 
Ikonomidis has seen him called 
up to the senior squad. 


A fantastic squad has been selected 
for the Ecuador game. The op- 
portunity to have several younger 
players to audition for a place at 
Brazil in exciting to watch. Add in 
the comments from Ange about an 
“open door”, the next three months 
will be riveting with about 40 
players being a genuine chance to 
get named in the provisional squad 
of 30 in mid May. 


A previous “winner” of this award, 
Mat Ryan has remained in goal 
the entire season for Club Brugge. 
They have moved to second 

on the table with his consistent 
performances. He is arguably the 
number one keeper for the Soc- 
ceroos despite only appearing 4 
times at national level. 

Sept — Cahill, Oct - Vidosic, 
Nov - Ryan, Dec - Jedinak, 
Jan - Jedinak 


The performances of Bailey 
Wright have been super impres- 
sive this year at Preston North 
End. The quality of his perfor- 
mances, his consistency, and a 
little scoring, make him highly 
regarded. A Socceroos call up 
can’t be far away for this young 
talent. 

Sept - Wilkinson, Oct - Kon- 
stantinidis, Nov - Luongo, 
Dec - Mrcela, Jan - Giannou 


Having played at several clubs 
over the past few seasons, seems 
that 20 yo Alex Grant has 
settled in well at Stoke City. Very 
dependable in defence, he would 
have to be an outside chance of 
making the senior squad in the run 
home. 

Sept - Ikonomidis , Oct 

- Ugarkovic, Nov - Ryan 
Williams, Dec - Cooper, Jan 
- B.Smith 
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Juve take com- 
mand in Scudetto 


race 


Milan put up a spirited display, 
but were ultimately beaten by a : 
well-drilled Juventus side which : 


extended its lead at the top of Se- Conte orchestrated Juventus’ un- 


: beaten season and their first — of- 


: ficial — Scudetto si his playi 
When Clarence Seedorf and Anto- : te ee eee 


nio Conte last had a direct confron- Seedorf, who “talked 10 per cent 


: : like a player, 70 per cent like a 
playing careers. The current Juven- = Guach and 20 per cent like a gen- 
» eral manager,” according to a for- 
: mer Milan psychologist, now also 
: calls the bench home. “This is my 
: first Milan-Juve as a Coach. I feel 
: honoured and privileged to experi- 
: : : : ence it at such a young age,” stated 
win the Scudetto, Juve in the midst the Dutchman pre-match. “Antonio 
: ; . : Conte has done a great job and I tip 
barnstorming Diavoli put Juventus my hat to him.” 
_ His arrival has been a positive for 


and Seedorf pitted their wits against : the Rossoneri, even with some 


rie A. 


tation, it was during their illustrious 
tus Coach was in his final season in 
Turin — the 2003-04 season — as he 
and his teammates welcomed Seed- 
orf and Milan to the Stadio Delle 
Alpi. 

The Rossoneri were on course to 
of a disappointing season. The 


to the sword, winning 3-1. Conte 


each other in the centre of the pitch, 


brace. 


His first visit to the Stadio Giuseppe 


Seedorf’s final season. A highly 
contentious match ended 1-1, as 


A Tevez rocket helped Juve to a 2-0 away win at Milan 


days. 


- bumps along the way. That was to 


but it was the Dutchman who had be expected. The former Dutch in- 


the last laugh — grabbing a decisive : ternational was still playing for Bra- 


, © zilian club Botafogo when Silvio 
Next time they would met, Conte : 


had tumed his hand to coaching. ary. He does not yet have his UEFA 


b id -- . Pro coaching licence and requires 
Meazza as boss would come in : special dispensation to lead Milan. 
: Director Adriano Galliani said they 


: intended to hire Seedorf this June 


Berlusconi came calling in Janu- 


but brought the plan forward six 
months as Massimiliano Allegri’s 
position was considered untenable. 
Seedorf enjoyed a winning start, 
before setbacks against Torino and 
Napoli. Some of Milan’s best dis- 
plays this term have come under 
the new boss. Against Atletico Ma- 
drid in the Champions League they 
fell to a slender defeat but showed 
enough to suggest going to the Vi- 
cente Calderon and hoping to gain a 
result. Last week against Sampdor- 
ia, Milan put in their best League 
display. 

Conte was wary. Not only would his 
side come up against an improving 
Rossoneri outfit, they were in action 
just three days prior in the Europa 
League. A 2-0 victory away at Turk- 
ish club Trabzonspor sealed a 4-0 
aggregate result to book a date with 
Fiorentina in the Round of 16. He 
hoped fatigue would not be an issue. 
And with Roma dropping points on 
Saturday it was a big chance to fur- 
ther extend their lead. 

Inside a packed San Siro the home 


1 Juventus 2Oe22 ol OZ ee 19) 
2 Roma Ase i i CR) “tl 
3 Napoli AS ike ff til 28) 
4 Fiorentina 213565) 7) 645) 729) 
5 Internazionale 26 10 11 5 43 29 
6 Parma Ay (0) 410) i) 28) 
7 Hellas Verona 26 12 4 10 43 42 
8 Lazio 2610 8 8 34 34 
9 Torino 269 9 8 39 34 
10 Milan ApS) {3} SI) SL 
11 Genoa ASS) 3} S(O) 2 
12 Sampdoria 268 7 11 29 37 
13 Atalanta yA. er a (4 Aa} 
14 Cagliari 266 10 10 26 35 
15 Udinese 268 4 14 29 39 
16 Bologna 264 10 12 22 41 
17 Chievo ASS 3 Ws A Sy 
18 Livorno A) (3) Ws) 2h EG} 
19 Catania 264 7 15 19 45 
20 Sassuolo 2674 5) 17 25) 55) 


side was quickest out of the blocks. 
The majority of the first half chanc- 
es fell to Milan, with Kaka denied 
by Gianluigi Buffon and then Leon- 
ardo Bonucci on the line from the 
rebound. 

Stephan Lichststeiner went close, 
but was stopped by a fine Christian 
Abbiati block. The Swiss interna- 
tional was involved in the opening 
goal a minute before half-time. 
Claudio Marchisio picked up a 
loose ball to find Carlos Tevez. The 
Argentine’s pass to the onrushing 
Lichtsteiner was cut-back for Fer- 
nando Llorente to finish into an un- 
guarded net. 

Milan pressed for an equaliser, but 
instead Tevez rocketed a shot from 
well outside the penalty area to give 
the visitors a two-goal cushion. 
Both sides hit the woodwork late 
on as it ended 2-0. The Old Lady 
completed a season double against 
the Rossoneri for the first time since 
1994-95. 

“Milan played an excellent game in 
every aspect, were very enthusias- 
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_ tic, kept the tempo very high in the . 
' first half and had numerous chances 
: to score,” Conte said. “We did well 
: to make the most of a good combi- 
' nation in attack. In the second half : 
- we adjusted tactically and suffered | 
- less under pressure, controlling the 
_ situation. Compliments to Seed- 
: orf and this Milan. Let’s not forget 
- under my tenure we’ve always had 
' huge problems at San Siro, never 
- winning here before.” 

: Seedorf was proud of his players. 
' “This is the result, but I’d say it was 
: a very good performance. We knew : 
_ that we were facing a great side, but | 
- we imposed our tempo on the game | 
: and eliminated their strengths as 
' much as possible.” 

' Juventus are 11 points clear, but | 
- Buffon does not believe they can | 
: celebrate just yet. “These are three 
» very important points, but we’ve 
: got to be very careful. It’s not over 
» yet and Roma are a very strong side : 
» who have no other competitions to : 
» take part in, which is an important : 


factor.” 


Latest Results Next Match 


Roma 0 - 0 Inter 
Cagliari 3 - 0 Udinese 
Verona 0-0 Bologna Juventus v Fiorentina 
Genoa 2 - 0 Catania 
Atalanta 2 - 1 Chievo 
Sassuolo 0 - 1 Parma 
Torino 0 - 2 Sampdoria Sampdoria v Livorno 
Livorno 1 - 1 Napoli 
Milan 0 - 2 Juventus 
Fiorentina 0 - 1 Lazio 


Udinese v Milan 
Catania v Cagliari 


Lazio v Atalanta 
Chievo v Genoa 
Parma v Verona 


Bologna v Sassuolo 
Inter v Torino 
Napoli v Roma 


One To Watch This Weekend... 


Their encounter earlier in the season will 

go down as a classic, now Juventus and 
Fiorentina meet three times in 12 days. The 
first is a Serie A showdown: Juve will be 
seeking revenge for October’s loss, while the 
Viola have not given up hope of qualifying for 


Yet it did prove a pivotal weekend 


. for Juve. Even if Roma were to 
> win their game in hand — against an 
: impressive Parma side — the Bian- 


coneri still have a sizeable margin 
up their sleeve. That bodes well for 


- their Scudetto/Europa League dou- 
- ble bid. As for Seedorf and Milan, 
: it was a match which showed their 


promise, but also proved there is 


: some way to go. 

- Elsewhere, Roma were held to a 
' scoreless draw by Inter. The Gial- 
: lorossi had the better of the chances 


but failed to take advantage. Failure 
to take advantage summed up the 
other European contenders. Napoli 


: took the lead against Livorno but 
: almost instantly were pegged back. 


They had to settle for a point. Mean- 
while, Fiorentina could have closed 


: the gap to Rafa Benitez’ side, but 
- lost to an early Lorik Cana goal as 
» Lazio won back-to-back matches 


for the first time this season. 


\ 
Pepe Lopez 


Atletico Madrid 
Hang Onto Faint 
Title Hopes 


The Madrid derby was played 
this past weekend at the Estadio 
Vicente Calderon, the home of 
Atletico Madrid. Going into the 
match, both Atletico and Barce- 
lona trailed league leaders Real 
Madrid by 3 points. 

As an added confidence boost, 
Real Madrid absolutely demol- 
ished their Champions League 
Round of 16 opponent Schalke FC 
of Germany 6-1 away a few days 
prior to the La Liga derby. Real 
Madrid were huge favourites to 
win this fixture, especially hav- 
ing recently disposed of Atletico 
Madrid in the Spanish Kings Cup 
semi-final, 5-0 on aggregate over 
2 legs. 

However, the underdogs, Atletico 
Madrid did not read the script. De- 
spite going down to an early 2nd 
minute Benzema goal, the Atlet- 
ico Madrid midfield consisting 


Real Madrid’s Ronaldo scores at the death to secure a 
crucial 2-2 derby draw to Athletico Madrid 


of Koke, Gabi, Turan and Garcia 
put in a remarkable team effort in 
midfield, effectively over-running 
the all star and all expensive Real 
Madrid midfield of Ronaldo, Bale, 
Modric and Alonso. By halftime, 
Atletico Madrid marched into the 
dressing rooms with a 2-1 advan- 
tage. Midfielders Koke and Gabi 
claimed the honours, Gabi scored 
one of the goals of the season, 
beating Real Madrid’s goalkeeper 
Diego Lopez from over 30 yards. 

In the second half, the home side 
had more chances to score, striker 
Diego Costa, in between being 
ignored by match referee Carlos 
Delgado Ferreiro for freekicks and 
penalty claims, missed actual open 
goal scoring chances. With just 


8 minutes until the final whistle, 
against the run of play, Real Ma- 
drid’s Ronaldo scored a deflected 
goal to level the scores and keep 
Real at the top of the La Liga table 
by a single point above Barcelona, 
with Atletico 2 points behind Bar- 
celona. 

Impressive young Ateltico Madrid 
Coach Diego Simeone has raised 
many eyebrows across Europe and 
the World with his transformation 
of Atletico Madrid from an average 
team to be amongst the front run- 
ners in Spain’s La Liga. Simeone’s 
name has popped up in media re- 
ports when questions are raised 
such as to who may be the best 
possible replacement to long serv- 
ing Football Club Managers such 


i? VP [o) IE Ie fA 
1 Real Madrid A A) 2 1B ae 
2 Barcelona 20 20a suena 
3 Atlético Madrid Ae ig co 8) Gil 2 
4 Athletic Club Ae Ss GH 28) 30) 
5 Villarreal 267131 5 18) 473 
6 Real Sociedad Zo 1257 7, 4636) 
7 Sevilla 2610 8 8 44 41 
8 Levante Bs BR) A a 
9 Valencia Ad UW il seh ay 
10 Espanyol 2600 me Onmeiil comme: 
11 Celta de Vigo As GO 12 se ay 
12 Elche As tf GY itl 2 ay 
13 Osasuna Bie) ky eb ee) 
14 Granada Ag 8) ey ZA gs 
15 Getafe 267 6 13 23 40 
16 Malaga 20M Om Gu 2ue24eenGo) 
17 Almeria Ast 1 eae ay 
18 Real Valladolid 26 4 11 11 28 44 
19 Rayo Vallecano 26 7 2 17 26 59 
20 Real Betis Ao O le Al 85 


as Alex Ferguson of Manchester 
United. The humble Simeone had 
this to say after his team’s recent 
respectable 2-2 draw against Real 
Madrid; 

“We started with a goal that hit 
us, [but] we had a great reaction 
after the goal. The team started to 
play nicely: moving between lines, 
pressing well, playing in their ri- 
vals’ area, and creating many op- 
portunities - until the second half. 
Then their second goal came, but 
the team did a great job. lam proud 
of them. The result is what it is. 
However many opportunities you 
have to win the match, what counts 
is the final result.” 

With Barcelona and Real Madrid 
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also competing for UEFA Champi- 
ons League and Spanish Cup suc- 
cess this season, there is still hope 
that the unlikely Atletico Madrid 
could still cause a major upset in 
the Spanish La Liga. Simeone 
concluded; 

“Surely Barcelona will win today, 
but there are still 12 games before 
the end. There is still time and I 
have no doubt that we will take 
three points from some of the 12 
games, so that’s very good for us.” 
Real Madrid Coach Carlo Ancelot- 
ti appeared pleased to have gotten 
away with a draw after the match. 
His post-match comments; 

“They tried to impose a violent 
game. We tried to play and in the 


Latest Results Next Match 


Athletic Club 4 - 0 Granada Real Valladolid v Barcelona 
Malaga 1 - 1 Real Valladolid 
Levante 2-0 Osasuna Celta de Vigo v Atlético Madrid 
Getafe 0 - 0 Espanyol 

Elche 1 - 0 Celta de Vigo 
Villarreal 1 - 1 Real Betis 

A Madrid 2 - 2 Real Madrid 
Sevilla 1 - 0 Real Sociedad 
Barcelona 4 - 1 Almeria 

Rayo Vallecano 1 - 0 Valencia 


Real Betis v Getafe 


Granada v Villarreal 
Espanyol v Elche 
Almeria v Sevilla 

Real Madrid v Levante 
Valencia v Athletic Club 
Osasuna v Malaga 
Sociedad v Vallecano 


One To Watch This Weekend... 


Valladolid will host La Liga 
Champions Barcelona, Fox 
Sports 2 will have a delayed 
broadcast of this match Sunday 
March 9, 2014, 10am AEST. 


Granada will host Villareal, Fox 
Sports 3 will broadcast this 
match Live Sunday March 9 2014, 
7am AEST. 


Valencia will host Athletic Bilbao, 
Fox Sports 3 will broadcast this 
match Live Monday March 10 
2014, 7am AEST. 


end we did it. We drew a game that 
we were losing. 
The response was good and over- 
all we can be satisfied because 
Atletico are a good team, particu- 
larly at home. 

We’re top and that’s good. Now 
we have seven games at home and 
five away.” 
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2 Hajduk Split 24148 2 44 20 +24 50 WWWWD ence ge ee ee ee Tee ie Cae ne eee oe coe ae 
3 Rijeka wp) 2 2) BD Sh AR WRNVLG 3 Motherwell 7 162 9 43 40 +3 50 WLLWD 2 Partizan 7 1 4 2 30 13 +17 37 WOWWW 
4 Lokomotiva Zagreb 24 12 3 9 38 34 +44 39 LLWWL e Dundee meds) ak deel Ae tie. NE aie LOE er pg) eee eae 
aise ex eG) 3 Ooh BA | 8 NULL S5invemessCT 26 13 5 8 33 26 +7 44 LWWDL 4 Cukaricki 78 4 5 18 14 +4 28 WWLLD 
6 Split we 7 & BF BA 2h TLL 6St. Johnstone 27 10 5 12 34 31 +3 35 LWLLW SJagodina 78 3 6 20 16 +4 27 LLWWW 
a eG 8 (A aa i Os GR WLW 7 Hibernian 78 8 1 2 32 -7 32 LDWLL 6 Radnicki Nis We 7 4 17 12 45 25 LDLWL 
8SlavenKoprivnica 24 3 9 12 25 38 -13 18 LLLLD ene oe 1 1D neate a, ee OEE eee ee ee ne ee 
9 Osijek MS 6 B® F 28 6 LUND 9 St. Mirren 287 6 15 27 44 AT 27 WLLLL 8 Spartak Subotica 17 6 4 7 13 21 -8 22 DLDLW 
WRAtIe. 22 2 OB 2) 8) a 7B WILD 10 Partick Thistle 28 5 11 12 29 45 -16 26 DWLDD 9 Napredak 75 6 6 24 22 +2 21 DWDLW 
ae 11 Ross County 287 5 16 33 50 -17 26 DLWLD 10 Vozdovac 75 4 8 4 19 5 19 LWLWL 
12HeartofMidlo... 285 6 17 23 50 -27 6 LLDWW WSlobodaUzice 17 5 4 8 15 21 6 19 LWWLL 
12RadnickiKragu... 17 4 6 7 18 24 6 18 DDLWD 
130FKBeogad 175 3 9 18 26 -8 18 DLDLL 
14 Donji Srem 713 7 7 #16 2 -4 16 DDDWW 
15Javorlvanica 173 7 7 15 21 -~6 16 DLDLD 
16RadBeograd 174 2 1 7 20 -13 14 WLDLL 
Bundesliga super Lig 
Last5games 
P WD LFA GD Pts_— mostrecant ist P WD LFA GD Pts _— Mostrecentfirs PWD ER A GD pe ee, 
1 Bayern Minchen 23 21 2 0 66 10 +56 6 WWWWW 1 Ajax 2% 17 6 3 56 21 +35 57 WWWDW 1 Fenerbahce 2316 3 4 «51 26 +25 51 WDWLL 
2 Borussia Dortmund 23 14 3 6 54 27 +27 45 WLWWW 2 Twente 2613 10 3 of 27 +380 49 DDWDL 2 Galatasaray 23129 2 41 20 +21 45 DWDWW 
3 Bayer Leverkusen 23 14 1 8 39 26 +13 43 LLLWW 3 Vitesse 2614 7 5 52 32 +20 49 WWLDL 3 Besiktas 23 12 7 4 39 22 +17 43 DLWWW 
4 Schalke 04 23125 6 42 35 +47 41 LDWWW 4 Feyenoord 2% 136 7 «+55 37 +18 45 LDDWW 4 Sivasspor 23113 9 41 #37 «+4 36 LLDWL 
5 Wolfsburg 23 12 3 8 40 32 +8 39 LWWWL 5 PSV 2135 8 48 34 +14 44 WWWWW 5AkhisarBeledi... 23 10 5 8 32 30 +2 35 WDLWW 
6 Mainz 05 23114 8 32 35 -3 37 WDWLW 6 Heerenveen 26117 8 53 44 +9 40 WDLWL 6 Kasimpasa 239 7 #7 «38 30 +8 34 DWLLL 
7BorussiaM’gla... 23 10 6 7 40 29 +11 36 DDDLL TAZ 2% 164 «1 «42 «41 «+1 «#37 WLDLW 7 Trabzonspor 29 7 7 32 29 +3 34 DWDLD 
8 Hertha BSC. 2310 5 8 34 27 +7 35 DWLWL 8 PEC Zwolle 268 10 8 39 37 #++2 34 DDLDW 8 Karabiikspor 29 «7 «7 «#225 24 +4 34 LLDWW 
9 Augsburg 23 10 5 8 35 33 +2 35 DWLWW 9 Groningen 28 9 9 #42 43 -1 33 DLWDL 9 Eskigehirspor 239 6 8 27 24 +3 33 DDDLW 
10 Hoffenheim 237 8 8 52 48 +4 29 WDWDW 10 NAC Breda 268 8 10 37 41 -4 32 DDDWD 10 Bursaspor 238 7 8 2 30 -4 31 LWLDL 
11 Hannover 96 237 4 #12 30 42 -12 26 DLLLW 11 Cambuur 268 6 12 29 35 € 30 DWWDL 11Gaziantepspor 23 8 5 10 27 39 -12 29 WDLLW 
12 EjintrachtFran... 23 6 7 10 26 39 -13 25 WDLWL 12 Heracles 268 6 12 36 43 -7 #30 LDLDW 12 Konyaspor 238 4 11 #33 #34 «-1 «+28 DDLWW 
13WerderBremen 23 6 7 10 26 46 -20 25 WDDLL 13 Utrecht Ad th fy 1 se) i) Sk) eit) ANID L 13 Elazigspor 23.8 2 13 32 47 «-15 26 WDWWL 
14 Nurnberg 23 4 11 8 27 #40 -13 23 LWWLW 14GoAheadEagles 26 7 7 12 38 55 -17 28 LLLWD 14 Antalyaspor 235 10 8 26 28 -2 25 DDDDL 
15 Stuttgart 235 4 14 36 49 -13 19 LLLLL 15ADODenHaag 26 8 4 14 30 54 -24 28 DWWDL 15 Genglerbirligi 27 4 #12 2 31 6 25 LDLLL 
16HamburgerSV 23 5 4 14 38 52 -14 19 LWLLL 16 RKC Waalwijk 26 6 8 12 38 51 -13 26 LLLWD 16 Rizespor 235 7 111 #26 33 +-7 #22 DLWDD 
17 Freiburg 234 7 #12 22 44 #-22 19 DLLDL 17 NEC 265 10 11 42 64 -22 25 DLWLD 17 KayseriErciye... 23 6 4 13 24 36 -12 22 WWWDL 
18EjintrachtBrau... 23 4 4 15 17 42 -25 16 DLWLL 18 Roda JC Ay i a Bey) IL TEILILIL 18 Kayserispor 233 7 «+13 «15 #40 -25 16 LLWLD 
POW 1D URSA CNP 9 iene P WD LF A GD Pts acetroSent frst PWODLEA GD Pts — ,goriseames. 
(Leicester City 33 23 5 5 62 32 +30 74 WWDDW 1 Wolverhampton... 32 21 7 4 57 20 +37 70 WWWWW 1 Chesterfield 3417 11 6 55 30 +25 62 DWLWD 
2 Burnley 33 18 12 3 52 26 +26 66 WWDWW 2 Leyton Orient 34 21 7 6 68 33 +35 70 WWWDL 2 Scunthorpe United 34 15 15 4 53 34 +19 60 DDWWD 
3DerbyCounty 33 18 7 8 60 42 +18 61 LWWWD 3 Brentford 32 20 7 5 54 31 +23 67 DLWDW 3 Rochdale 33 18 6 9 53 36 +17 60 WWDWW 
4 Queens ParkRa... 32 16 9 7 38 26 +12 57 DLLLD 4PrestonNorthEnd 34 17 13 4 48 34 +14 64 WDWDD 4 Burton Albion 3415 11 8 38 34 +4 56 WDLDD 
5 Nottingham Forest 33 14 13 6 54 39 +15 55 LLDWD 5 Rotherham United 34 17 11 6 64 43 +21 62 DWDWW 5OxfordUnited 34 14 13 7 46 31 +15 55 LDLWD 
6WiganAthletic 32 15 7 10 41 30 +11 52 WWWWL 6 Peterborough U... 33 16 4 13 51 44 +7 52 LLWDW 6 Fleetwood Town 34 16 6 12 48 39 +9 54 DDLLW 
7 Reading 3314 9 10 51 38 +13 51 DLWLW 7 Swindon Town 34 13 8 13 51 45 +6 47 DDLDW 7 Southend United 34 13 11 10 41 32 +9 50 DLDDL 
8 Brighton&Hov... 32 13 10 9 34 27 +7 49 WLWWL 8 Walsall 3412 11 «11 39°35) «+4 47,“ LLLDL 8 Plymouth Argyle 33 13 9 11 38 36 +2 48 WWWLW 
9 Ipswich Town 3312 12 9 44 37 +7 #48 WLDDW 9 Milton Keynes Dons 34 13 7 14 48 46 +2 46 LWLDW 9 Hartlepool United 34 12 9 13 39 38 +1 45 WLDWW 
10 Blackburn Rovers 32 12 10 10 38 39 -1 46 LWDWD 10 Sheffield United 33 12 8 13 36 38 -2 44 WWWWW 10 Newport County 32 11 11 10 41 40 +1 44 DDLLW 
11 Watford 33 11 12 10 48 39 +9 45 WLDWW 11 Port Vale 3313 4 16 44 52 -8 43 LLLDW 11 York City 3410 13 11 40 38 #+2 43 WDWDW 
12Leeds United 32 12 8 12 44 40 +4 44 DDLWW 12Coventry City 33 14 9 10 61 57 +4 41 WDLLL 12AFC Wimbledon 34 11 9 14 34 39 -5 42 DWLLL 
13 Huddersfield Town 33 12 7 14 45 44 +1 43 WLWLW 13BradfordCity 33 9 14 10 45 41 +4 41 LWWLD 13 Cheltenham Town 33 10 12 11 39 45 -6 42 WLWLD 
14 Middlesbrough 33 9 13 11 41 37 +4 #40 LDLDD 14CrawleyTown 299 12 8 34 37 -3 39 DWDWD 14 Dagenham & Red...3310 11 12 39 41 -2 41 DLDLW 
15 Sheffield Wedn... 32 9 12 11 39 38 +1 39 WWLLW 15 Oldham Athletic 34 10 8 16 39 48 -9 38 DLWLD 15 Portsmouth 34.9 13 12 37 48 -11 40 DWLWD 
16AFC Bournemouth32 10 9 13 42 51 -9 39 WLDDL 16 Gillingham 3411 5 «18 43 «57 «-14 38 = LLLWL 16 Morecambe 33 10 10 13 36 47 -11 40 LDDLL 
17 Birmingham City 33 9 9 15 39 42 -3 36 LWLLW 17 Carlisle United 33 10 7 16 37 54 -17 37 DLWWL 17 Bury 329 12 11 38 38 +0 39 LWWDD 
18 Bolton Wanderers 33 8 12 13 41 49 -8 36 WWDLD 18 Colchester United 32 8 12 12 37 41 -4 36 DLLLD 18BristolRovers 33 9 12 12 31 33 -2 39 DDWWD 
19 Blackpool 33.8 11 14 29 48 -19 35 LLDDL 19 Tranmere Rovers 33 9 9 15 40 57 -17 36 DWDLW 19 Exeter City 3410 9 15 39 45 6 39 LLLDW 
20 Doncaster Rovers 33 7 9 17 28 53 -25 30 LLDLD 20 Bristol City 347 14 13 49 56 -7 35 WLDWD 20 Mansfield Town 34 9 12 13 34 47 -13 39 DLWLW 
21 Millwall 236: 10 17 31 61 0-28 LLL 21 CreweAlexanda 34 9 8 17 38 63 -25 35 DLWLD 21 Wycombe Wandere33 9 11 13 36 40 -4 38 DWWDD 
22 Charlton Athletic 306 9 15 24 41 -17 27 LWLLL 22 Shrewsbury Town 33 7 11 15 31 43 -12 32 DWDLD 22 Accrington Stanley33 9 10 14 36 44 -8 37 LLWDL 
23 Yeovil Town 326 8 18 28 48 -20 26 DWDDL 23 Stevenage 33.9 5 19 33 53 -20 32 DWWLL 23 Northampton Town 33 8 9 16 27 43 -16 33 DWWLW 
24 Barnsley 325 11 16 30 56 -26 26 LWLDD 24NottsCounty 349 3 22 42 61 -19 30 LLLWL 24 Torquay United 33 7 9 17 31 51 -20 30 LDLLL 
Ligue 1 
PWD LE A GD Pts __ testigames: PWD LF A GD Pts bere PWODLFA GD Pts —,eapteganres., 
‘Olympiakos Piracus27 24 2 1 78 12 +68 74 LwwWwW,TPSG 27197 1 «64 18 +46 64 WWWDW 1 Benfica 2116 4 1 38 13 «+425 52 WWWWD 
: 2 Monaco 2716 8 3 44 «+21 +23 56 LWWDD 2 Sporting CP 2114 5 2 40 14 +426 47 WWWLD 
2 Atromitos 7167 4 43 19 «+24 55 WWLWW k 
a PAOK Gr divk te, ei. Ge oy Beco 3.Lille 7 147 6 31 18 +13 49 WDDWL 3 Porto 2113 4 4 39 16 +23 43 DLWWL 
4Panathinaikos 27 15 5 7 42 22 +20 50 WDWWL CES AC Oe a A oO 4 Eston ee ee pe ee 
5Asteras Tipois 27 13 9 5 38 25 +13 48 WLWLW SCION. av Bw Gah a eo) ee OD PMaaonel oe © NON ee ee Pew 
p 2 E 
6 PAS Giannina 711022 «+14 °«29 37 «8 35 WLLWW 6 Olympique Lyonnais27 11 9 7 40 31 +9 42 DDWWL 6 Vitoria Guimaraes 219 3 9 2 21 +2 30 DLWLL 
7 OF OF 40; Got BB At ad DEEWWIL 7 Reims 27419 «7 «#35 33 «42 42 WLWWL 7SportingBraga 21 8 3 10 30 27 +3 27 LDLWL 
BPanthrakikos 9-27 9 «7 «1 31 99-8 4 LLLLW a Bordeaux pee eee ea Meera te eb dsc ee, eee 
a Panaitoikce 57°97) A “oH 9B ao ad LEWD 9 Bastia 2710 7 10 31 38 -7 37 DLLWL 9 Académica 217 6 8 15 21 -6 27 WDDLD 
F 10 Toulouse 279 9 9 31 36 5 36 WLWLD 10 Vitoria Setubal 21 7 4 10 26 32 -6 25 LWLWW 
10 Kalloni 7 10 3 14 27 44 «17 33 DWLWL : ; 
fant oF 9 R48 BH A ay WELL 11 Lorient _ mi) @ WP wa sy Soe) [oiIEE LD) 11 Rio Ave 26 5 10 16 23 -7 23 DLLDL 
12 Ergotels Spa ico Sasa ca DTW 42 Montpellier 76 15 6 33 31 +2 33 DWDDW 12 Gil Vicente 216 4 «11 «18 #30 -12 22 WLLLD 
15 Banionios Oa 9 4D 9k BE Pe 8D WWEL 13 Guingamp 278 8 11 26 28 -2 32 WWLLL 13 Arouca 214 7 10 19 29 -10 19 LDDDD 
: 14 Rennes 277 10 10 31 32 -1 31 LWDLW 14 Belenenses 213 7 «1 «1 «225 «-14 16 LLDLW 
14 Levadiakos 79 3 15 30 48 -18 30 LWWLD 
1SApolon Smimis 27 6 8 13 32 42 -10 26 DLLWD 15 Nantes 2TeGeer4ent 42330 Taeo ED) 15Olhanense = 214 4 13 14-35-21 16 ~LWLOL 
; 16 Nice ay) ch WA oR ee) =) hi) LLIN 16PacosdeFerreira 21 4 4 13 19 41 -22 16 WLLLW 
16 Platanias 76 7 «14 25 40 -15 25 LWLLL : 
fetta SiG AR “oh ak SA Od) (BWDLEE 17 Evian TG 276 9 12 27 43 -16 27 WLDDD 
48 Aris 73 «10 14 «21 +41 + «-20 19 DLDWD 18 Valenciennes ae ey tt BES LTO 
19 Sochaux 275 7 15 22 48 -26 22 WDWLW 
20 Ajaccio i Of) i Bh ce) oe aS TILL) 


THE CHAMPIONSHIP 


Reading 1 - 1 Yeovil Town 

Watford 4 - 0 Blackpool 

Nottingham Forest 1 - 4 Wigan Athletic 
Burnley 2 - 0 Derby County 

Millwall 0 - 1 Brighton & Hov... 

AFC Bournemouth 5 - 0 Doncaster Rovers 
Huddersfield Town 5 - 0 Barnsley 

Bolton Wanderers 4 - 0 Blackburn Rovers 
Sheffield Wedn... 1 - 0 Middlesbrough 
Ipswich Town 1 - 0 Birmingham City 
Leicester City 3 - 0 Charlton Athletic 


Leyton Orient 2 - 1 Colchester United 
Carlisle United 0 - 0 Brentford 

Milton Keynes Dons 0 - 1 Sheffield United 
Bristol City 2 - 1 Gillingham 
Wolverhampton ... 3 - 0 Port Vale 

Crewe Alexandra 1 - 1 Swindon Town 
Tranmere Rovers 2 - 2 Oldham Athletic 
Bradford City 2 - 3 Stevenage 

Preston North End 2 - 1 Walsall 

Crawley Town 1 - 0 Peterborough U... 


Mid Week 

Coventry City 0 - 0 Shrewsbury Town 
Sheffield United 2 - 0 Peterborough U... 
Crawley Town 1 - 1 Stevenage 


Colchester United 0 - 0 Rotherham United 
Coventry City 2 - 1 Walsall 


Asteras Tripolis 1 - 0 Panthrakikos 
Ergotelis 2 - 2 PAOK 


Hartlepool United 3 - 0 Torquay United 
Fleetwood Town 0 - 0 AFC Wimbledon 
Newport County 2 - 2 Scunthorpe United 
Rochdale 3 - 0 Oxford United 

York City 2 - 1 Exeter City 

Dagenham & Red... 0 - 0 Mansfield Town 
Northampton Town 0 - 0 Bristol Rovers 
Southend United 1 - 1 Wycombe Wanderers 
Plymouth Argyle 5 - 0 Morecambe 
Cheltenham Town 2 - 1 Bury 

Burton Albion 2 - 1 Accrington Stanley 
Chesterfield 0 - 0 Portsmouth 

Newport County v Fleetwood Town 


Mid Week 
Chesterfield 0 - 0 Portsmouth 
Newport County 0 - 0 Fleetwood Town 


CROATIA 


Zadar 0 - 4 Hrvatski Drago... 

Osijek 0 - 1 Istra 1961 

Rijeka 4 - 1 Split 

Dinamo Zagreb 2 - 1 Lokomotiva Zagreb 
Hajduk Split 3 - 0 Slaven Koprivnica 


Evian TG 2 - 0 Nantes 

Saint-Etienne 2 - 0 Monaco 

Lorient 1 - 1 Bastia 

Nice 0 - 2 Toulouse 

Reims 3 - 1 Valenciennes 

Rennes 0 - 2 Guingamp 

Sochaux 2 - 0 Bordeaux 

Ajaccio 2 - 3 Lille 

Olympique Lyonnais 0 - 0 Montpellier 
PSG 2 - 0 Olympique Mars... 


Hannover 96 0 - 4 Bayern Miinchen 
Hertha BSC 0 - 0 Freiburg 

Borussia Dortmund 3 - 0 Nurnberg 
Bayer Leverkusen 0 - 1 Mainz 05 
Werder Bremen 1 - 0 Hamburger SV 
Augsburg 1 - 1 Hannover 96 

Eintracht Brau... 1 - 1 Borussia M’gla... 
Bayern Miinchen 5 - 1 Schalke 04 
Hoffenheim 6 - 2 Wolfsburg 

Eintracht Fran... 2 - 1 Stuttgart 


Xanthi 4 - 1 Levadiakos 
Veria 1 - 1 Apollon Smirnis 
Aris 0 - 0 OFI 

Panaitolikos 1 - 3 Atromitos 


Panionios 1 - 1 Kalloni 
Olympiakos Piraeus 0 - 3 Panathinaikos 
Platanias 1 - 2 PAS Giannina 


Twente 2 - 2 Feyenoord 
Heracles 1 - 2 Heerenveen 

PEC Zwolle 3 - 3 NEC 

ADO Den Haag 1 - 1 NAC Breda 
Go Ahead Eagles 2 - 3 PSV 
Vitesse 3 - 0 Roda JC 

Utrecht 1 - 1 Twente 

Feyenoord 1 - 2 Ajax 

Groningen 1 - 1 Cambuur 

AZ 4-0 RKC Waalwijk 


PORTUGAL 


Estoril 4 - 0 Olhanense 

Sporting CP 2 - 1 Sporting Braga 
Gil Vicente 1 - 0 Vitoria Setubal 
Pacos de Ferreira 3 - 1 Maritimo 
Nacional 1 - 1 Rio Ave 
Belenenses 0 - 1 Benfica 

Vitéria Guimaraes 2 - 2 Porto 
Arouca 0 - 3 Académica 


Hibernian 1 - 3 Dundee United 
Ross County 1 - 1 Partick Thistle 
Motherwell 4 - 1 Heart of Midlo... 
Aberdeen 1 - 0 St. Johnstone 
Celtic 5 - 0 Inverness CT 

St. Mirren 2 - 0 Kilmarnock 


SERBIA 


Rad Beograd 1 - 0 Novi Pazar 

OFK Beograd 1 - 1 Spartak Subotica 
Vojvodina 2 - 0 Vozdovac 
Javor lvanjica 0 - 0 Donji Srem 
Jagodina 0 - 2 Crvena Zvezda 
Napredak 3 - 3 Radniéki Kragu... 
Partizan 2 - 1 Radniéki Nis 

Sloboda Uzice 1 - 2 Cukarigki 


Akhisar Beledi... 2 - 1 Bursaspor 
Besiktas 0 - 0 Antalyaspor 
Karabiikspor 0 - 1 Gaziantepspor 
Eskisehirspor 0 - 0 Kasimpasa 
Fenerbahce 2 - 0 Genclerbirligi 
Kayserispor 0 - 4 Kayseri Erciye... 
Sivasspor 1 - 3 Elazigspor 
Konyaspor 0 - 0 Trabzonspor 
Rizespor 1 - 1 Galatasaray 
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One Game At A Time 


France 


Olympique Mars... v Nice 
Bastia v PSG 

Guingamp v Evian TG 

Monaco v Sochaux 

Nantes v Ajaccio 

Toulouse v Reims 

Valenciennes v Rennes 

Lille v Montpellier 

Lorient v Saint-Etienne 
Bordeaux v Olympique Lyonnais 


Schalke 04 v Hoffenheim 
Borussia M’gla...v Augsburg 
Stuttgart v Eintracht Brau... 
Hannover 96 v Bayer Leverkusen 
Wolfsburg v Bayern Munchen 
Hamburger SV v Eintracht Fran... 
Nurnberg v Werder Bremen 
Freiburg v Borussia Dortmund 
Mainz 05 v Hertha BSC 


Hrvatski Drago... v Rijeka 

Split v Osijek 

Slaven Koprivnica v Dinamo Zagreb 
Lokomotiva Zagreb v Zadar 

Istra 1961 v Hajduk Split 


Spartak Subotica v Sloboda Uzice 
Napredak v Radnicki Kragu... 
Jagodina v Crvena Zvezda 

Javor lvanjica v Donji Srem 
Vojvodina v Vozdovac 

OFK Beograd v Spartak Subotica 
Sloboda Uzice v Cukari¢ki 

Rad Beograd v Novi Pazar 
Partizan v Radnicki NiS 


English Championship 


Brighton & Hov... v Queens Park Ra... 
Leeds United v Reading 
Middlesbrough v Nottingham Forest 
Yeovil Town v Ipswich Town 

Doncaster Rovers v Watford 

Barnsley v Leicester City 

Derby County v Bolton Wanderers 
Blackpool v Millwall 

Blackburn Rovers v AFC Bournemouth 
Charlton Athletic v Huddersfield Town 
Wigan Athletic v Sheffield Wedn... 
Birmingham City v Burnley 


English League One 


Notts County v Leyton Orient 
Gillingham v Crawley Town 

Brentford v Bradford City 

Colchester United vv Coventry City 
Walsall v Wolverhampton ... 
Swindon Town v Milton Keynes Dons 
Port Vale v Carlisle United 

Oldham Athletic v Preston North End 
Stevenage v Tranmere Rovers 
Peterborough U... v Crewe Alexandra 
Shrewsbury Town v Bristol City 


English League Two 


Hartlepool United v Torquay United 
Fleetwood Town v AFC Wimbledon 
Newport County v Scunthorpe United 
Rochdale v Oxford United 

York City v Exeter City 

Dagenham & Red... v Mansfield Town 
Northampton Town v Bristol Rovers 
Southend United v Wycombe Wanderers 
Plymouth Argyle v Morecambe 
Cheltenham Town v Bury 

Burton Albion v Accrington Stanley 
Chesterfield v Portsmouth 


Hibernian v Motherwell 
Kilmarnock v Heart of Midlo... 
Dundee United v St. Johnstone 
Inverness CT v Hibernian 
Kilmarnock v Celtic 

Dundee United v St. Mirren 


OFI v PAS Giannina 

Xanthi v Asteras Tripolis 
Panathinaikos v Aris 
Atromitos v Panionios 
Panthrakikos v Ergotelis 
Levadiakos v Panaitolikos 
Apollon Smirnis v Platanias 
PAOK v Olympiakos Piraeus 
Kalloni v Veria 


Elazigspor v Kasimpasa 
Bursaspor v Karabiikspor 
Galatasaray v Akhisar Beledi... 
Kayseri Erciye... v Konyaspor 
Genglerbirligi v Sivasspor 
Gaziantepspor v Kayserispor 
Antalyaspor v Rizespor 
Besiktas v Eskisehirspor 
Trabzonspor v Fenerbahce 


AZ v Heracles 

Roda JC v NEC 

Heerenveen v PEC Zwolle 

NAC Breda v Vitesse 

PSV v Utrecht 

RKC Waalwijk v ADO Den Haag 
Go Ahead Eagles v Twente 
Groningen v Feyenoord 

Ajax v Cambuur 


Portugal 


Rio Ave v Academica 

Sporting Braga v Nacional 
Olhanense v Belenenses 
Pacos de Ferreira v Gil Vicente 
Benfica v Estoril 

Vitoria Setubal v Sporting CP 
Porto v Arouca 

Maritimo v Vitoria Guimaraes 


www.goalweekly.com 
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, HILL INDOOR SPORTS CENTRE 
3/9 CLARICE RD, BOX HILL 98907000 


www. .boxhillindoorsports.com.au 
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